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1. Ramban Sulai Honey

2. Khiamniungan Tribe

3. Darjeeling Mandarin Orange
4. Svalbard

5. Sariska Tiger Reserve

6. Venezuela.

1. Ramban Sulai Honey

WHY IN NEWS : The Prime Minister, during B
the 128th episode of his radio programme
‘Mann Ki Baat’ noted that Ramban Sulai
honey from Jammu and Kashmir, made
from wild basil, gained wider recognition
after receiving a Gl tag.

lai Honey

INDIJAURA

e Ramban Sulai Honey, produced in the Ramban District of Jammu and Kashmir, is known for its rich
taste, aromatic floral undertones, and high nutritional value.

e Extracted from Sulai plants growing in the Himalayas, it is prized for its medicinal properties and
purity.

e The bees forage on the nectar of snow-white blossoms of Sulai during the months of August to
October to produce this well-rounded, naturally sweet honey with floral undertones.

[~

About Ramban Sulai Honey

e This crystal-clear honey, ranging from white to amber, contains essential minerals, enzymes, and
vitamins that enhance its health benefits.

2. Khiamniungan Tribe

WHY IN NEWS : Recently, the Prime Minister of India
mentioned about the Khiamniungan tribe in his ‘Mann Ki Baat’
episode.

About Khiamniungan Tribe
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e The Khiamniungan tribe is one of the major tribes among the Nagas, with habitation both in India and
Myanmar.

e Geographically, the land of Khiamniungans is located in the Eastern part of Nagaland and in the North-
Western part of Myanmar.

e The meaning of the term Khiamniungan is ‘source of great water or river’.

e Social Structure: The traditional social structure was based on the clan system.

e Language: They speak Khiamniugan, one of the Naga languages which belongs to the Sino- Tibetan language

3. Darjeeling Mandarin Orange

WHY IN NEWS : Recently, the Darjeeling Mandarin orange
received the Geographical Indication status.

About Darjeeling Mandarin Orange

e [tis grown in the hills of Darjeeling in West Bengal.
e The Mandarin Orange (Citrus reticulata Blanco) is a
major cash crop of the Darjeeling Hills.

NEWS UPDATE

e [tisthe third product from the region, after Darjeeling % & %
Tea and Dalley Khursani chilli, to get the tag. Darjeeling's Famous

e It is commonly known as “suntala” is the pride of Mandarin Or'clnge Receives
Darjeeling hills due to its delightful aroma and flavour Gl Tag

Q1. Which of the following pairs is correctly matched?

A. Banarasi Saree — Gujarat

B. Pochampally lkat — Telangana

C. Muga Silk — Rajasthan

D. Kolhapuri Chappal — Tamil Nadu

Answer: B. . Pochampally Ikat — Telangana

4. Svalbard Svalbard Islands

WHY IN NEWS : A significant new discovery recently emerged
in the Arctic, with scientists spotting an unexpected gathering
of walruses on the remote shores of Svalbard, a wild stretch of
land nestled between mainland Norway and the North Pole.

About Svalbard 4 ) AT &%

e |tis a Norwegian archipelago that is situated in the Arctic
Ocean, to the north of the European mainland.
e |tislocated about halfway between the North Pole and the northern part of Norway.
e [tisthe northernmost place in the world with a permanent population.
e Discovery: It was discovered by the Dutch explorer Willem Barentsz in 1596.
e The 1920 Svalbard Treaty established Norwegian sovereignty over the Svalbard Islands.
e [t covers a total area of about 61,022 sg.km.

Page2
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e Approximately 60% of the archipelago is covered with glaciers, and the islands feature many mountains and
fjords

5. Sariska Tiger Reserve

WHY IN NEWS : The administration of the Sariska [ s
Tiger Reserve in eastern Rajasthan is adopting new * N { — — — -O Sariska

technology like drones to monitor its steadily = ~ Tiger Reservi

! Rajasthan- |

increasing tiger population. f ;_L.‘;;.;»,\V B a 7“

Sawai Madhop
= =0 Ranthambore

Ql. Consider the following statements e ) ;f‘,‘.*" i Tiger Reserve
regarding Tiger Reserves: : = Sl T
ps Bundi Y= | A
Ramgarh Vishdhari GoL : Kota )
1. Every Tiger Reserve has a Core and Buffer wildlife sanctuary = = == =0 Mukundra Hill:
Tiger Reserve
area.
2. Core area is kept free from human activities. . ) )
3. Buffer area allows regulated human use. Other Three Tiger Reserves in Rajasthan are
anthambore Tiger Reserve (RTR) in Sawai Madhopur
Which of the above are correct? Sariska Tiger Reserve (STR) in Alwar,
A.1and 2 only Mukundra Hills Tiger Reserve (MHTR) in Kota.
B. 2 and 3 only
C.1land 3 only
D.1,2and3

Answer: D. 1,2 and 3

Explanation:

e Core (Critical Tiger Habitat): No human activity allowed.
e Buffer: Sustainable, regulated human activities permitted.
This zoning reduces conflict and supports conservation.

6. Venezuela.

WHY IN NEWS : Recently, US President Donald Trump said his administration would “close the airspace above and
surrounding Venezuela in its entirety.”

About Venezuela

e Location: It is located on the northern coast of South America.

e Bordering Countries: It is bounded by Guyana to the east, Brazil to the south, and Colombia to the southwest
and west.

e  Maritime boundaries: It shares a border with the Caribbean Sea and the Atlantic Ocean to the north.

e  Capital: Caracas

Page3




00 FORESIGHT
KAS/ACF/PSI/VO/AO &AAO/RFO

02" Dec 2025

1. Guinea-Bissau

2. Heron Mk I

3. Bioremediation

4. Exercise EKUVERIN

5. Vande Mataram 150 Years Celebration

1. Guinea-Bissau

WHY IN NEWS : Recently, the African country of Guinea-Bissau fell
under military rule

Guinea-Bissau — Geographical Features

Aspect Details
Location \West Africa, along the Atlantic Ocean
Terrain Mostly low-lying coastal plains with a deeply indented
lestuarine coastline; rises eastward into savanna
Plateau Fouta Djallon Plateau dominates the southeastern region;
important watershed of West Africa
Climate Tropical climate influenced by the Inter-Tropical

Convergence Zone (ITCZ)

Environment

Dominated by swamps, marshlands, and mangrove
lecosystems

Major Rivers

Corubal, Geba, Cacheu (westward-flowing, estuarine
rivers)

Drainage
Pattern

Short rivers draining into the Atlantic Ocean

2. Heron Mk Il

WHY IN NEWS :

defence

industry said recently.

To enhance their unmanned capabilities in the wake of
Operation Sindoor, the Indian armed forces have signed up for more satellite-
linked Heron Mk Il UAVs under emergency procurement, sources in the Israeli

Senegal

Guinea- "

B [ ] -‘q;ﬁﬂ; ‘ G .
North Atlantic Ocean

Q1. Which of the following rivers flows
through Guinea-Bissau?

A. Niger

B. Senegal

C. Corubal

D. Volta

Answer: C. Corubal

Explanation: Major rivers include
Corubal, Geba, and Cacheu, all draining
westward into the Atlantic.

Page4
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About Heron Mk I
e Itis a medium-altitude long-endurance (MALE) unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV).
e |t was developed by Israel Aerospace Industries (IAl)

3. Bioremediation

Based on strategies applied:

BIOREMEDIATION
WHY IN NEWS : Bioremediation offers a cheaper, e It prccms o IIECK M o s
scalable, and sustainable alternative, especially in a r i {
country like India where vast stretches of land and water TR O T P
are affected but resources for remediation are limited "Jﬂ!:.."i?é:.“!ﬁfﬁlﬁafi?(fggg;li\'il‘.‘;'f gl e s L:E‘Eilf‘.;':"'iiif?'i?i;'l'.!.“f?iﬁ‘&f..?"rﬁr
About Bioremediation 1 l
+ Percolation + Land farming
e Bioremediation literally means “restoring life through . EEEE ¥ i W
biology.” " g "
e It is the use of living organisms, primarily s,

microorganisms, to degrade  environmental
contaminants into less toxic forms.

e [tis used to clean up contaminated soil, air, and water.

e It harnesses microorganisms such as bacteria, fungi, algae, and plants to sequester or transform toxic substances
such as oil, pesticides, plastics, or heavy metals.

e These organisms metabolise these pollutants as food, breaking them down into harmless by-products such as
water, carbon dioxide, or organic acids.

e In some cases, they can convert toxic metals into less dangerous forms that no longer leach into the soil or
groundwater.

e Two Broad Types of Bioremediation:

e In situ bioremediation, where treatment happens directly at the contaminated site, such as when oil-eating
bacteria is sprayed on an ocean spill;

e  Ex situ bioremediation, where contaminated soil or water is removed, treated in a controlled facility, and
returned once cleaned

4. Exercise EKUVERIN B

WHY IN NEWS : The 14th edition of the exercise EKUVERIN is
set to take place in Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala.

About Exercise EKUVERIN

e  Ekuverin meaning ‘Friends’ in Dhivehi language started in
the year 2009.

e Ekuverin is one of the three major joint exercises between
India and the Maldives.

e It is a bilateral military annual exercise conducted

alternatively in India and Maldives.

e The Exercise aims to enhance interoperability while carrying out counterinsurgency and Counter Terrorism
operations in semi-urban, jungle and coastal terrain.

e |t further focus on integration of niche technology to enhance interoperability, the countries will share best
practices, reflecting the shared commitment of India and the Maldives towards peace and security in the region.

Page5
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e Other Exercises between India and Maldives: The two bilateral exercises are “Ekuverin” and “Ekatha” and
trilateral- “Dosti”, which includes Sri Lanka

5. Vande Mataram 150 Years Celebration

WHY IN NEWS : The Prime Minister of India will inaugurate the year-long commemoration of 150 years of the
National Song “Vande Mataram” in New Delhi.

About Vande Mataram 150 Years Celebration

“Vande Mataram,” written by Bankim Chandra Chatterjee in a blend of Sanskrit and Bengali, is the National Song
of India.

It was first featured in his novel Anand Math in 1882, with its tune composed by Yadunath Bhattacharya.

It became a symbol of patriotism during India’s freedom struggle.

03" Dec 2025

1. UNESCO's Creative Cities Network.
2. Chaolung Sukapha

3. Bonda Tribe

4. Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana
5. Bitra Island

6. GLP-1 Drug

1. UNESCO's Creative Cities Network.

UNESCO Creative F
WHY IN NEWS : Recently, Lucknow has officially joined the Cities Network =
UNESCO Creative Cities Network (UCCN) under the Gastronomy — Sl
category during the 43rd Session of the UNESCO General :
'Va}aln-aéi'
/ Music (2015)

Conference.

About UNESCO Creative Cities Network

Gwalior
Music (2023)

e |t was created in 2004 to promote cooperation among cities

that have identified creativity as a strategic factor for e Gastronomy (2019
sustainable urban development. A &;
e |t was launched to promote UNESCO’s goals of cultural g

Chennai

diversity and strengthen resilience to threats such as climate Music (2017)
change, rising inequality, and rapid urbanisation. s e \_/
e The network covers seven creative fields: crafts and folk arts, LR Gy A,\,/—XX
. . . . . [, Jree[ s 3
media arts, film, design, gastronomy;, literature and music.

S

e Aim of UCCN: The network is aimed at leveraging the creative, social, and economic potential of cultural
industries

Page6
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2. Chaolung Sukapha ABOUT CHAOLUNG SUKAPHA

WHY IN NEWS : Recently, the union Minister of Ports, Shipping &
RECENTLY, THE UNION MINISTER OF PORTS, SHIPPING &

Waterways led a vibrant celebration of Assam Day and paid rich WATERWAYS LED A VIBRANT CELEBRATION OF ASSAM DAY AND
. PAID RICH TRIBUTES TO CHAOLUNG SUKAPHA
tributes to Chaolung Sukapha.

ABOUT CHAOLUNG SUKAPHA

Q1. Charaideo, associated with Chaolung Sukapha, is
He was a visionary 13th-century ruler who

famous for founded the Ahom kingdom that ruled
Assam for six centuries.

He is widely referred to as the architect of

A. Rock-cut caves “Bor Asom" or “greater Assam”.
B. Ahom royal burial mounds (Maidams) It was in Charaideo that Sukapha _

. A established his first small principality,
C. Buddhist monasteries sowing the seeds of further expansion of

the Ahom Ringdom.

D. Mughal forts

WHY IS CHAOLUNG
SUKAPHA IMPORTANT?
Sukapha'’s significance — especially in today’s Assam — lies in his

successful efforts towards assimilation of different communities and
tribes.

Answer: B. Ahom royal burial mounds (Maidams)

Explanation: Charaideo Maidams are royal burial mounds , . o

. “« . He adopted a policy of conciliation and assimilation rather than
of Ahom kings and are often called the “Pyramids of annihilation.
Assam”. Sukapha developed very amiable relationships with the tribal

communities living in Assam — especially the Sutias, the Morans
and the Kacharis.

3. Bonda Tribe

WHY IN NEWS Members of the Bonda community in Odisha’s
Malkangiri district are set to transition from fragile thatched huts
to permanent pucca houses under the Union government’s PM-
Janman scheme.

About Bonda Tribe

e The Bondas are exclusively found in the Malkangiri district of
Odisha and are mostly concentrated in the Khairaput block of
the district.

e Itis a particularly vulnerable tribal group (PVTG) and one of the oldest tribes of India.

e They are also known as Bondo, Bondas, Bonda Paraja, and Bhonda.

e With a population of approximately 7,000 people, they live in a mountainous and forest ecosystem

e They are considered one of the first settlers in India, with their lineage tracing back to the Austroasiatic race

Q1. With reference to the Bonda tribe, consider the following statements:

1. They are classified as a Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Group (PVTG).
2. They traditionally practice shifting cultivation.
3. They are matrilineal in social organization.

Which of the statements given above are correct?
A.1and 2 only

B. 2 and 3 only

C.land 3 only

D.1,2and3

Page7
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Answer: A. 1 and 2 only

Explanation:

e Statements 1 and 2 are correct.
e The Bonda tribe is patrilineal, not matrilineal.

4. Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana

WHY IN NEWS The Union government has decided to expand
the ambit of the PM Fasal Bima Yojana to include crop damage
by animals as a ground for payouts, a long-standing demand
by farmers, an official said recently.

Q1. Consider the following statements regarding
PMFBY:

1. There is no upper limit on government subsidy
for premium.

2. The scheme covers post-harvest losses.

3. Participation of states in PMFBY is mandatory.

Which of the statements given above are correct?
A.1land 2 only

B. 2 and 3 only

C.1land 3 only

D.1,2and 3

Answer: A. 1 and 2 only

Explanation:

e Statements 1 and 2 are correct.
e Participation by states is voluntary, not mandatory.

5. Bitra Island

WHY IN NEWS The Chief of Staff of the Southern Naval Command recently
said the Navy is setting up a detachment in Bitra Island, which "is more or

less completed".

Q1. Consider the following statements regarding Bitra Island:
1. Itis the smallest inhabited island of India.
2. Itis a part of the Lakshadweep archipelago.

3. It lies to the east of the Andaman Islands.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1and 2 only

00 FORESIGHT
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% PRADHAN MANTRI FASAL
BIMA YOJANA
OBJECTIVES

TO PROVIDE FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE AND SUPPORT TO
FARMERS SUFFERING FROM CROP DAMAGE OR LOSS ARISING
OUT OF UNFORESEEN EVENTS

/4G TO STABILISE THE INCOME OF FARMERS AND ENSURE
ﬂ CONTINUANCE IN FARMING
@

? TO ENCOURAGE THE FARMERS TO ADOPT MODERN AND
M INNOVATIVE AGRICULTURAL PRACTICES

TO ENSURE CROP DIVERSIFICATION, CREDIT-WORTHINESS OF
THE FARMERS, ENHANCE GROWTH AND COMPETITIVENESS OF
THE SECTOR AND PROTECT FROM PRODUCTION RISKS

L J

Bitra Island - Lakshadweep

Page8
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(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 only
(d)1,2and 3

Answer: (a) 1 and 2 only
Explanation: Bitra is India’s smallest inhabited island and is part of Lakshadweep. It lies west of
mainland India, not near Andamans.

6. GLP-1 Drug

WHY IN NEWS Recently, the World Health Organization has finally issued global guidelines on the use of popular
GLP-1 drugs for weight loss.

About GLP-1 Drugs

e The Glucagon-like peptide-1 (GLP-1) or GLP-1 receptor agonists are synthetic drugs which are being used for
the treatment of obesity in adults.

e These drugs are mainly injectables, though oral versions are under development.
e Examples: Two leading GLP-1 drugs are: Semaglutide and Tirzepatide (by Eli Lilly)

e Both have been introduced in India and are transforming obesity and diabetes treatment

04™ Dec 2025

1. Alaknanda Galaxy

2. Dudhwa Tiger Reserve
3. Humpback Whale

4. INS Aridhaman

5. Ebola

1. Alaknanda Galaxy

WHY IN NEWS: Recently, researchers at National Centre for
Radio Astrophysics - Tata Institute of Fundamental Research
(NCRA-TIFR), Pune, have discovered a spiral galaxy and named
it as Alaknanda.

INDIAN ASTRONOMERS DISCOVER
ANCIENT GALAXY "ALAKNANDA"
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About Alaknanda Galaxy
e [tislocated about 12 billion light years away and has textbook spiral structure.

e [|tis named after a Himalayan river Alaknanda and the Hindi word for the Milky Way.

e The galaxy has two well-defined spiral arms wrapping around a bright central bulge, spanning approximately
30,000 light-years in diameter.

e Itis a powerhouse of stellar birth, creating stars at a rate equivalent to about 60 solar masses annually.

e It looks remarkably similar to our own Milky Way and formed when the Milky way was only 10 per cent of its
current age.

e |t was discovered by using NASA’s James Webb Space Telescope

2. Dudhwa Tiger Reserve

WHY IN NEWS: A Rainbow Water Snake was recently spotted for the first time in Uttar Pradesh, with photographic
evidence collected from the buffer area of Dudhwa Tiger Reserve.

About Dudhwa Tiger Reserve

Aspect Details
Location Indo-Nepal border, Lakhimpur-Kheri district, Uttar Pradesh
Established 1988
Area 1,284 sq. km

Dudhwa National Park, Kishanpur WLS, Katerniaghat WLS + buffer forests of North & South

Constituent Areas Kheri and Shahjahanpur

Bi hi
logeographic Upper Gangetic Plains

Zone

Topography Typical Tarai-Bhabar habitat

Major Rivers Sharda (Kishanpur), Geruwa (Katerniaghat), Suheli & Mohana (Dudhwa NP)
River System All are tributaries of Ghagra River

Vegetation Type [North Indian Moist Deciduous Forest

Dominant Forest |[Sal forests

Important Flora |Sal, Asna, Asidha, Haldu, Faldu, Gahmhar, Kanju

Key Mammals Tiger, Leopard, Swamp deer, One-horned Rhinoceros, Chital, Hog deer, Sambar

Other Fauna \Wild boar, Ratel

Bird Diversity ~400 species

Notable Birds Florican, Black-necked stork

3. Humpback Whale

WHY IN NEWS: Recently, it was found that Humpback
whale populations have surged from 10,000 to nearly
80,000 because of conservation efforts and the species
incredible ability to adapt and switch food sources.

Pagelo
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éAb;ut Humpback Whale

e The Humpback whale (Megaptera novaeangliae) is a species of baleen whale.
e Itisarorqual; a member of the family Balaenopteridae.

e They undertake long migrations between polar feeding grounds in summer and tropical or subtropical breeding
grounds in winter.

e [t has the distinctive hump on its back.
e Its long pectoral fins inspired its scientific name, Megaptera, which means “big-winged”
e Humpback females are larger than males.

e Distribution: They inhabit all major oceans from sub-polar latitudes to the equator

4. INS Aridhaman

WHY IN NEWS: Recently, the Indian Navy’s
Chief Admiral said that India will soon induct
its third nuclear-powered ballistic missile
submarine (SSBN), INS Aridhaman.

About INS Aridhaman

e It is India's third indigenously built
nuclear-powered ballistic missile
submarine.

e |tisthe second submarine in the Arihant class.

e It is being built under the Advanced Technology Vessel (ATV) project to build nuclear submarines at the Ship
Building Centre in Visakhapatnam

Q1. Consider the following statements regarding INS Aridhaman:

1. Itis part of India’s nuclear triad.
2. Itis powered by nuclear energy.
3. It carries submarine-launched ballistic missiles (SLBMs).

Which of the statements given above are correct?
(a) 1and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1and 3 only

(d)1,2and 3

Answer: (d) 1, 2 and 3

5. Ebola
WHY IN NEWS: An Ebola outbreak in the Democratic Republic of Congo is now over, Congolese health officials and
the U.N.'s World Health Organization said recently, after the country went 42 consecutive days without recording a
new case
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HEoola hemorrhegic fever
Hoola is a severe, often-fatal disease that affects pecple,
. . . as well as monkeys, gorillas and chimpanzees.
Q1. Consider the following statements regarding Ebola: Qriginsof thedisease Symptoms
W Infection with Ebola virus, 1 Fever, headache, joint and muscle
named after river in Congo, pain, sore throat, weakness
. . . where disease was first 2 Followed by diarrhea, vomiting
1. Itis a zoonotic disease. recognized in 1976 3 Rash, internal and external
. . . bleedi
2. Fruit bats are considered the natural reservoir. cedng
3. It spreads mainly through airborne transmission. e virus ASio e PN
A nfection,
How it spreads . Beomen
H H H W Direct tact with blood, |
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? ol gl g e
(a) 1and 2 only Chiors, suchaa nesdes. | NERES A
m Contact with infected animal; ~ Gabon =% e
(b) 2and3 Only Posgi?ﬂ;e:tlihglgon(i:miﬁ;:dameat Repu';; 3 2;;2
Treatment of Congo,
(C) 1 Only W No standard treatment; sick
isolated, gi fluids, y
(d)1,2and3 Hreatment for secondary infections.

Source: U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
Graphic: Pat Carr ©2004 KRT

Answer: (a) 1 and 2 only
Explanation: Ebola spreads through direct contact with bodily fluids, not airborne.

05™ Dec 2025

1 Assam Accord

2. World Soil Day

3. Horn-Eyed Ghost Crab

4. National Forensic Infrastructure Enhancement Scheme
5. Thailand

6. Exercise Garuda Shakti

1 Assam Accord ASSAM ACGGORDS (1985)

About: Dath-

August 15, 1985

w: The Supremcf_* Court recently as.ked. t.he m e ratos morven
Centre if a new order allowing persecuted minorities ™ ' = T
entry to India violates the Assam Accord's 1971 LZZ‘XA‘J”'ESEZ‘SLC““ Ahar Cans Sznom
deadline. Background:

clause 6 of Assam Accord: aiation (1675-1585 by

AASU for identification and
R o s S e s | deportation of illegal

About Assam Accord ob Safegmrcafor . immigrants from Bangladesh

Constitutional, legislative, and
f s

protect and promote Assamese |

e The Assam Accord was signed on 15th August, culture, eocial, inguistic identlty. “~.._
1985, amongst the Union of India, the Govt. of Basciviy voisrceiancil |
. H erceived threat from illegal
Assam, the All Assam Students' Union (AASU), and i inflx of foreigners. |
) e N e outcome
the All Assam Gana Sangram Parishad. ; : - 2019 updated NRC
_ National Register of Citizens (NRC): R e iociudies,
e The signing of the Accord brought an end to the 6- Mo i
. . P - = //
year-long agitation, the Assam Movement (1979- Corpianon of Indian  Acceriain legiimacy P —
. X X i citizens in Assam. foreigners. ﬁm P Commenced in 2013
1985), aimed at dispelling foreigners from the ) > - loliowing Supreme
origins: e R T
state of Assam. el b i ~ sty

First NRC in Assam
created in 1951

migrants entering post-
midnight on March 24, 1971.

Pagel 2




S0 FORESIGHT

LL\A KAS/ACF/PSI/VO/AO &AAO/RFO

e, Hredees

The aim of the accord was to detect and deport all immigrants in the state who had come to the territory post-
24 March 1971

2. World Soil Day

WHY IN NEWS: World Soil Day 2025 underscores the urgent
need to restore and protect soil health as cities expand and
environmental threats intensify.

Q1. Match the following soils with their characteristic
features:

ESCARPMENT
CORRIDOR ALLIANCE

o

W( )7((4
Soil Day

Soil Type [Characteristic

1. Alluvial |a. Rich in humus

2. Black |[b. High iron content

3. Red c. High moisture retention

4. Laterite|d. Transported soil

Which of the pairs given above are correctly matched? WORLD SOIL DAY 2025

(a) 1-d, 2—c, 3—b, 4-a : HEALTHY SOILS FOR HEALTHY CITIES

(b) 1-d, 2—¢, 3-b, 4—d
(c) 1-a, 2-b, 3—c, 4—d

(d) 1-b, 2—c, 3—a, 4—d

Answer: (a). 1-d, 2—, 3-b, 4-a

3. Horn-Eyed Ghost Crab

WHY IN NEWS: Recently, researchers documented
unique predatory behaviour of horn-eyed ghost crab at
Rushikonda Beach.

About Horn-Eyed Ghost Crab

It belongs to the genus Ocypode.

Their pale bodies blend seamlessly with the sand, and combined with their swift movements during dawn and
dusk, this has led to their common name, "ghost crabs".

It is widely regarded as a keystone species and indicator of coastal health.

Six species of ghost crabs have been reported along the Indian coastline.

Habitat: It is usually found in the intertidal zones.

Distribution: It lives in the Indo-Pacific region (except the Red Sea); from the coast of East Africa to the
Philippines and from Japan to the Great Barrier Reef.

4. National Forensic Infrastructure Enhancement Scheme
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4. National Forensic Infrastructure Enhancement Scheme

WHY IN NEWS Recently, the Minister of State in the Ministry of Home Affairs informed the Rajya Sabha about the
National Forensic Infrastructure Enhancement Scheme.

About National Forensic Infrastructure Enhancement Scheme

e Itis a Central Sector Scheme launched in 2024.

e Aim: The aim of the scheme is to help create a sound forensic laboratory infrastructure and prepare world class
trained forensic professionals in the country.

e Nodal Ministry: Ministry of Home Affairs.

e Implementation Period: 2024-25 to 2028-29

5. Thailand

WHY IN NEWS Recently, Thailand has formally expressed its ambition to
join BRICS and is seeking India’s backing ahead of New Delhi’s
chairmanship of the grouping in 2026.

About Thailand

Location: Thailand is located in the center of mainland Southeast Asia.

Bordering Countries: It shares boundaries with Myanmar (North West),
Laos (North Easst), Cambodia (East), and Malaysia (South).

N
SRI LANKA = AN

Maritime boundary: Bordered by Andaman Sea (SW) and Gulf of Thailand \\M A LAY
(S) '\‘1\.\\ i ‘

Capital City: Bangkok

6. Exercise Garuda Shakti

WHY IN NEWS Recently, the 10th edition of the Exercise GARUDA SHAKTI has commenced at the Special Forces
Training School, Bakloh, Himachal Pradesh.

About Exercise Garuda Shakti

e ltisthe joint special forces exercise conducted between India— Indonesia.

e The Indian contingent is represented by troops from THE PARACHUTE REGIMENT (Special Forces).

e The exercise aims to strengthen mutual understanding, cooperation and interoperability between the Special
Forces of the two nations.

e  Focus: Its scope includes troop-level tactics, techniques and procedures in a counter-terrorism environment,
covering unarmed combat techniques, combat shooting, sniping, heliborne operations and planning for drone,
counter-UAS and loiter-munition strikes in semi-mountainous terrain
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06" Dec 2025
1. India-Russia Summit.
2. Goldilocks Phase

3. Rocket-Sled Ejection Test

1. India-Russia Summit.

WHY IN NEWS Russian President Vladimir Putin’s official state visit to India has resulted in major breakthroughs in
areas like labour mobility, trade expansion, nuclear energy cooperation, defence manufacturing and tourism .

India-Russia Strategic Partnership

e India and Russia share a long-standing strategic partnership built on defence cooperation, energy security, and
technological collaboration.

e The 2025 summit reaffirmed the relevance of this relationship amid shifting global geopolitics.

e Despite Western sanctions on Russia, bilateral trade between the two nations crossed USD 65 billion in 2024,
driven largely by discounted Russian crude oil imports.

e The summit aimed to rebalance trade, diversify cooperation, and build long-term frameworks that benefit
India’s economic and strategic interests

Key Announcements from the India-Russia Summit
1. Labour Mobility Pathway
e Regulated jobs for Indian workers in construction, healthcare & services in Russia

e Ensures safe migration, addresses Russia’s labour shortage
e  Part of India’s strategy to formalise overseas employment

2. Nuclear Energy Cooperation

e Joint work on Small Modular Reactors (SMRs)
e Expansion of Kudankulam Nuclear Power Plant
e  Cooperation in fuel supply, safety & training

e Supports India’s low-carbon energy transition

3. Defence Production & Technology

e  Push for co-production & joint manufacturing in India
e Technology sharing under Make in India
e Long-term defence industrial cooperation roadmap
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4. Bilateral Trade Expansion

e  Correct trade imbalance caused by oil imports

KAS/ACF/PSI/VO/AO &AAO/RFO

e Boost Indian exports: pharma, textiles, machinery, auto parts, food

e Alternative payment mechanism (sanctions-resilient)

e Chennai—Vladivostok maritime corridor

5. Tourism & People-to-People Ties

e  Free 30-day double-entry e-tourist visa for Russians

e  Boost to tourism, hospitality & retail
e  Russia may ease visas for Indians (reciprocity)

6. Technology, Space & Energy

Technology: Cybersecurity, DPI, Al collaboration
Space: Astronaut training, satellite navigation

Energy: Long-term oil & LNG supply, Indian investments in Russian energy projects

2. Goldilocks Phase

WHY IN NEWS As the current RBI Governor completes his
first year, the Indian economy finds itself in an unexpectedly
strong position despite global turmoil — including trade
wars, steep U.S. tariffs, and geopolitical conflicts.

e The Governor described the moment as a “rare
goldilocks period,” with inflation at just 2.2% and GDP
growth at 8% in the first half of 2025-26.

e Reflecting this strength, the Monetary Policy Committee
cut the repo rate by 25 bps to 5.25%.

e This favourable phase has been building over time: retail
inflation has fallen for three consecutive years, and GDP
growth has averaged 8.2% over four-and-a-half years.

e  Even excluding the high-base recovery year of 2021-22,
growth has averaged 7.8% between 2022-23 and Q2 of
2025-26

3. Rocket-Sled Ejection Test

About Goldilocks Economy

« An ideal economic state with balanced growth, low inflation, and
full employment neither overheating nor slipping into recession.

Key Indicators:

« GDP Growth: Steady and robust (e.g., India ~7-8%).

« Inflation: Low and stable (e.g., retail inflation near 2%).

« Employment: Low unemployment rates; full employment.

« Asset Prices: Moderate rise in stocks, bonds, real estate, and
other assets.

« Interest Rates: Low market interest rates supporting growth.

Higher ¢ ‘ Higher
spending growth
Asset Confidence

prices rise _i > rises

WHY IN NEWS The DRDO successfully conducted a high-speed rocket-sled test on December 2 to evaluate a fighter
aircraft’s escape (ejection) system under controlled conditions.

e This milestone places India among the few nations with the capability to test such systems indigenously and at

high speeds.
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e The test demonstrates India’s growing self-reliance in advanced aerospace safety technologies and highlights
the importance of having a dynamic test facility to validate and improve pilot-escape mechanisms essential for

fighter aircraft operations

Q1. Which organisation is associated with conducting Rocket-Sled Ejection Tests in India?

(a) ISRO

(b) DRDO

(c) HAL

(d) Indian Air Force only

Answer: (b) DRDO

Explanation: DRDO conducts such tests for indigenous aircraft systems.

07t Dec 2025
1 Zambezi River

2. UMEED Portal

3. Pradhan Mantri Formalisation of Micro Food Processing

Enterprises (PMFME) Scheme
4. Ramgarh Vishdhari Tiger Reserve

5. Director General of Civil Aviation (DGCA)

1 Zambezi River

WHY IN NEWS A new study suggests the Zambezi River
actually starts off in Angola’s southern highlands, at the
source of a river called the Lungwebungu, giving the Zambezi
a new total length of 3,421 km, or 342 km longer than
previously thought.

|Q1. Consider the following statements about the
Zambezi River:

1. It originates in the southern highlands of Angola.

»rlength: 3421km
* Drainage: 41.6% i

Zambezi River LN\

Africa’s 4" Longest River & Longest East-Flowing River ‘

s MAJORWATERFALLS S

Southern Highlands of Angola >
(Lungwebungu River) .+~ &
oy Al

Hydropower Hydropower

[@8 MAIN TRIBUTARIES

| « Shire

| « Kafue

| « Luangwa

| « Kabompo

|« Cuando (Kwando)

Mouth

Indian Ocean

2. It flows through six countries before reaching the sea.

3. It empties into the Atlantic Ocean.

Which of the statements given above are correct?
(a) 1and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
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(c) 1 only
(d)1,2and 3

Answer: (a). 1 and 2 only

UMEED Portal

Unified Waqf Management, Empowerment, Efficiency and Development Portal

2. UMEED Portal

Ministry of Minority Affairs

e ey Features

¥ Centralized digital platform
= ’ ¥ Real-time Uploading & Verification
\ ¥ Monitoring of Wagf Properties

) STATE WAQF BOARD
/ 4 )

WHY IN NEWS The union Minister said that the
government will not impose any penalties and strict
action for the next three months against those who
have not registered waqf properties on the UMEED
Portal.

|
W4 Centralized digital platform
W4 Real-time Uploading & Verification

= Legal Foundation ﬂM°"'t°“"9 of Wagf Properties

~ Unified Waqf Management, - =
¢ I Centralized digital portal to
- || register Wagqf properties across India |

Empowerment, Efficiency and
3. Pradhan Mantri Formalisation of Micro Food Processing Enterprises (PMFME) Scheme

Development Act, 1995

WHY IN NEWS Stating that Pradhan Mantri Formalisation of Micro ——

Food Processing Enterprises (PMFME) scheme has steadily expanded : Pradhan Mantri Formalisation of

its reach, the Minister of State for Food Processing Industries recently Micro Food Processing Enterprises (PMFME) Sceme
said that major components of the scheme have made notable ing Industrie
progress as of 31 October 2025

Formalization of

Q1. Which of the following is/are objectives of the PMFME Enterprises
Scheme?

1. Formalisation of micro food processing enterprises
2. Integration with organized supply chains e e & Coperntes ) | W :Brandieg et 09 | K

3. Promotion of large food processing industries

Loans for Micro Enterprises, Market Linkages & = UPW; 2 Lakh Micro Units

Select the correct answer using the code below:

-
A.land2 onIy Processing Units, skill Development & ‘ * Expert Guidance
B.2and 3 on |y Labs & Storage R&D Support J & Consultancy
C.1land3 Only Towards Empowering Micro Food Processors
D.1,2and 3 = ‘
Sh W ¢ |
Answer: A. 1 and 2 Only . FPOs/SHGs Supply Chain Packaging & Labs Knowledge & Training

Explanation: The scheme focuses on micro enterprises, not large industries.
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4. Ramgarh Vishdhari Tiger Reserve

WHY IN NEWS Marking the state's first inter-state tiger translocation
and the country's second, a tigress is set to be airlifted from the Pench
Tiger Reserve in Madhya Pradesh to around 800 km away in Ramgarh
Vishdhari Tiger Reserve (RVTR) in Rajasthan's Bundi in the next few
weeks

Q1. With reference to Tiger Reserves in India, consider the
following statements:

1. Tiger Reserves are notified under the Wildlife (Protection)
Act, 1972.

2. The National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA) is a
statutory body under the Ministry of Environment, Forest
and Climate Change.

3. All Tiger Reserves in India are located only in forested
landscapes.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

A.1land 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C.1lonly
D.1,2and3

Answer: A. 1 and 2 only

00 FORESIGHT
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the protection of tigers and their habitat.
India is home to the largest population
of wild tigers in the world.

6 ‘*’a% National Tiger

’% Conservation Authority
- e, R
 Established in 2005 as a statutory body

under Ministry of Environment, Forest &
Climate Change (MoEFCC)

Objectives:

o @ Overseeing and supporting Tiger Reserves|

« & Implementing Project Tiger

» @ Protecting wild tigers against poaching

« @ Preventing encroachment of tiger habitats:
© @ Promoting sustainable tourism

Key Facts on India’s Tiger Reserves

© Dholpur-Karauli Tiger Reserve in Rajasthan
is the 58" Tiger reserve of India

© India holds over 70% of the world's tiger
population. (Tigers: 3,167 as of 2022)

© Sariska Tiger Reserve in Rajasthan was the
first reserve notified as "tiger reserve:

© Ranipur Tiger Reserve in Uttar Pradesh is
the first in the state.

© Amrit Kal Tiger: The mascot for Project Tiger's
50™ anniversary, launched in 2023.

Functions of Tiger Reserve &=

Tiger Reserves: Areas designated for |

Tiger Reserves
In India

58 Tiger Reserves in India as of 2024:
@ Corbett @ Nagarjunsagar-Srisailam @ Bandipur
@ Tadoba @ Kenimbainsas- & Melghat

@ Tadaithri @ Paynadiingira @ Sraplagea
@Khain @ Madenghor @ Rajnikerti
@ Rualthira @ Defhi @ Kanaja

@ Chibet @ Plurnar @ Sasimpa @ Pringamga

@ Anamajai @ Saywer @ Nangaror - Dohrel

58 Tiger Reserves
in India as of 2024:
& Corbett
@ Nagarjunssagar-Srisailam
@ Bandipur
& Tadoba
@ Kaziranga
@ Melghat
@ Anamalai

(X ™ . |
? oad
5 & | |
| Tiger | Habitat Maintaining | Monitoring Anti-Poaching
|Conservation | Preservation healthy Regularly tracking | Preventing poaching
F i i 5 S

mewammpopd‘r&" ! !::a . t;:;mg ecosystems hgg;( poh;pq;llla':mn & lllegal activities

of tigers ecosystems |

5. Director General of Civil Aviation (DGCA)

- WHY IN NEWS Recently, the Directorate General of Civil Aviation
. (DGCA) granted the Indigo airline a temporary one-time exemption
from some Flight Duty Time Limitation (FDTL) norms for pilots

Regulatory Body
Regulatory body in the field
of civil aviation primarily
dealing with safety issues. % o N\

al

~

| | Key Responsibilities:

0 Regulation of air transport
¢ services to/from/within India

Attached Office of the
Ministry of Civil Aviation
* Attached office of i
the Ministi f Civil (BB
timddabaily @ Enforcement of vl air regulations,
Z =7 air safety, and airworthiness
standards.

Key Responsibilities: @) Coordination of regulatory functions
@ Regulation of air transport P with the International Civil |
services to/from/within India Aviation Organisation }
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08™ Dec 2025

1 Border Roads Organisation

2. Kilauea Volcano

3. Investor Education and Protection Fund Authority
4. Hoolock Gibbon

5. Intergovernmental Committee for Safeguarding of the Intangible
Cultural Heritage.

BORDER ROADS ORGANISATION (BRO)

1 Border Roads Organisation ek haents e . 5
WHY IN NEWS The Defence Minister recently dedicated 125 MISSION Sl
newly completed Border Roads Organisation (BRO) B = T8  Securing Borders & Developing

infrastructure projects to the nation, marking the highest
number and value of inaugurations undertaken by the agency in
a single day

Roads - Bridges - Tunnels - Airfields = © Eongs

o=

: 19 States, 3 Union Territories & Friendly Countries

Q1. Consider the following statements about the Border
Roads Organisation (BRO):

1. It was established in 1960.
2. Itisresponsible for development and

maintenance of road networks in India’s border  § Director Genera
PP . Genera
areas. \ L ) ~ Over 200,000
3. Italso undertakes infrastructure projects in Local Workers

. . K . Employed
friendly foreign countries. N 0

Which of the statements given above are correct?

A.1and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C.land 3 only
D.1,2and3

Answer: D. 1,2 and 3
Explanation:
e BRO was established in 1960.

e It builds and maintains roads in border and strategic areas.
e It executes projects in Bhutan, Myanmar, Afghanistan, Tajikistan, etc.
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2. Kilauea Volcano

WHY IN NEWS Fresh lava fountains recently
erupted from Hawaii’s Kilauea volcano nearly a
year after one of the world’s most active volcanoes
began its current eruptive phase

0 FORESIGHT
KAS/ACF/PSI/VO/AO &AAO/RFO

The summit of Kilauea volcano “» Type: Shield Volcano
has collapsed to form a Caldera,

‘a broad shallow depression nearly % Location: ‘S,;)ut::;f’t er_n»lsland

5 km long and 3.2 km wide with ¥ . .
an area of more than 10 sq.km. =

» Kilauea volcano’s summit has |

Q1. Which of the following is a direct effect . . — IR Cillcpt et forr 2 Calderd;
of Kilauea’s eruptions? = : S "% 3 broad shallow depression

1. Lava flows covering inhabited areas
Release of volcanic gases like SO,
3. Earthquakes triggered by magma

N

movement

A.1and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C.1,2and3

D.1and 3 only

Answer: C. 1,2 and 3
Explanation: Kilauea’s eruptions produce
lava flows, release sulfur dioxide, and trigger
earthquakes due to magma movement
underground.

early 5 km long and 3.2 km

‘Has been erupting A - = Halema'uma'u Lava Lake
CONTINUOUSLY since 1983 & g . a

The summit caldera
contains a lava lake

known as Halema'uma'u

% ilauea’s slopes merge wnth those of Mauna Loa
* on the west and north.
Frequent eruptions are usually none(plosive ana are contained
Halema uma’u which sometimes rises and crverﬂows alongthe caTdel’am and

o * 3. Investor Education and Protection Fund Authority
- 3 1
- Hawaii, USA

s £ . WHY IN NEWS Recently, the Investor Education and Protection

INVESTOR EUCATION AND Fund Authority (IEPFA) collaborated with the Securities and
PROTECTION FUND AUTHORITY Exchange Board of India (SEBI) organised a “Niveshak Shivir” i

'PURPOSE:

Promoting Investor Awareness
& Protection Through Outreach,
‘Education & Collaborations

» Promotes Investor
| & Awareness & g
©  Financial Protection ©)

: » Safeguards Investor Interests

» Refunds of unclaimed shares,

Functlons

| ‘_f » Manages the Investor Educatlon PO

and Protection Fund (IEPF)

. Ministry of Corporate Affairs

Jaipur

Q1. The Investor Education and Protection Fund
Authority (IEPF Authority) functions under which

, Ministry in India?
Nodal Ministry:

dividends, matured deposits, etc.

 Ministry of Corporate Affairs

>

A. Ministry of Finance

B. Ministry of Corporate Affairs

C. Reserve Bank of India

D. Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI)

IEPFA empowers individuals to make .
Informed financial choices & fosters
= a ﬁnancially aware citizenry

»

3

Answer: B. Ministry of Corporate Affairs

The IEPF Consists of Arnounts r.hat |
remained unclaimed for 7 years, incl

Application Money
due for Refund

Interest on Investments from the Fund g

R e R i ]
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4. HOOIOCk Gibbon “ The Only Ape in |nd|a

m,::__.

e i

WHY IN NEWS Recently, a stranded family of Hoolock gibbons
was rescued in Arunachal Pradesh’s Lower Dibang Valley district
by officials.

live in tropical & subtropical forests
. in the southeastern part of Asia

One of 20 gibbon specms
on Earth

Q1. Consider the following statements about the Hoolock
Gibbon:

» o
= Characteristics of Hoolock
Gibbon
Q'Ijlumal&arboreal NS
Brachlatlngthmuﬂ'lthetrees &
“with their long arms 3
Monogamous £

> Distribution in Southeast Asia spans
India, Myanmar, Bangladesh & -

1. Itis listed under Schedule | of the Wildlife
(Protection) Act, 1972.
2. ltisfound only in India and nowhere else in the

Sarneparmertl’moughoutlife
WO rld . Live in small families
. . . . 7 , Mi: m, ~ and communicate with other *
3. ltis an arboreal primate that primarily moves by k,f‘;‘;f;'w';:ime
brachiation.

Conservation Status of
Hoolock Gibbon

Which of the statements given above are correct? Eastern Hoolock Gibbon

3 @ YUlnerable (V)

A.1and 2 only E"mzm“(&?’”
B. 1 and 3 only

C.2and 3 only

D.1,2and3

Answer: B. 1 and 3 only

Explanation: Hoolock Gibbons are protected under Schedule | of the Wildlife Protection Act. They are
arboreal primates and move through trees by brachiationThey are not endemic to India; they are also
found in Bangladesh, Myanmar, and southern China.

5. Intergovernmental

lNTERGOVERNMENTAL COMMlTTEE FOR lNDlAS CULTURAL HERITAGES

Committee for SAFEGUARDING of the INTANGIBLE RECOGNISED BYUNESC
. g CULTURAL HERITAGE o il  Apart from Deepavall added in 2025, India has several ciiral traditios
Safeguarding of the B b e .
g H g JNISE) Intangible Cultural Heritage, as defined by UNESCO, : ¢ e AR s = #
I n ta n gl b I e c u It u ra I incé:ges pratchticﬁ, knowl?g(':l'ge, expressionsf, t?'téj:ect,s,
an spaces at communities see as part ol ir
Heritage. culmral identity.

WHY IN NEWS India will host

the 20th session of the
UNESCO Intergovernmental
Committee for Safeguarding
of the Intangible Cultural
Heritage from 8 to 13
December 2025 in New Delhi

.|~ To provide for global cooperati
- - and assistance.

AV To safeguaind the ICH: i

« To ensure respect for the ICH of communities,
groups, and individuals concerned:

~w To raise awareness at the local, national,
and international levels of the importance of
the ICH, and ensure mutual appredation 1

s Promotes and monitors
the objectives and
implementation of the
2003 Convention

thereof: | aaf Provides guidance obest

practices and asslstance

for the use of the

‘{|'v Kumbh Mela (2017)

 Durga Puja in Kolkata (2021) -
e + Sankirtana of Manipur 1201\3) Sl
 Chhau dance, Kalbelia darice of K

YaNoynz 2016) than, Mudiyéttu of Kerala (2010):

~ Ramman festival

| v Sankirtana of Manipur (2013)

+w Chhau dance, Kalbelia dance g

Cumnl Heritage Fund

fortheFund in accordance wit

Mandate of the Intergovernmental Commiittee:

Promoteandnmltormedyju:tm |« Drafts and proposes operational
andlmplememanmof&emwm directives for the

|« Provides guidance onbest ices periodic reports
and re n i Parties and complies summares for the Ger

Assembly.

) £ | Membership:
It has 24 members who are
elected for a term of four year

1N 2025 —

)EEPAVALI INSCRIBED!
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1. Bankim Chandra Chattopadhya o = -

Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay

. (1838 - 1894)

WHY IN NEWS : The family of Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay, the

o

writer and composer of 'Vande Mataram', recently hailed the Prime
Minister’s gesture to mark the 150 years of the country's national song

 One of the first graduates of
the University of Calcutta.

# Author of “Vande Mataram”,
the national song of India.

Q1. Which of the following statements about Bankim Chandra
Chattopadhyay is/are correct?

# First Bengali Novel: “Durgeshnandini” (1865)

1. He was one of the first graduates of the University of # Farmous Novels: “Kapallundals®, “Mrinalin’,

“Vishbriksha”, “Chandrasekhar”,

Calcutta. “R;jsimha"&“DeviChaudhurani”
2. He served as a Deputy Collector under the British ¢
Government. # “Anand Math” (1882) 5%

Set against the background of * 8 X

3. He was the first President of the Indian National Congress. the Sannyasi Rebellon.

“Vande Mataram”
The National Song of India

Select the correct answer using the code below:
(a) 1and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1and 3 only

Written in Sanskrit

~ in 1896 at the Indian National Congress.

# Born on June 27, 1838 in Kantalpara, Bengal.

_ # Rabindranath Tagore first sang “Vande Mataram”

@ Declared the National Song by

(d)1,2and 3

the Constituent Assembly on 24*h January 1950~ (I}

Answer: (a) 1 and 2 only

2. UN Environment Assembly

WHY IN NEWS : Recently, the seventh UN Environment Assembly (UNEA-7) is taking place in Nairobi, Kenya
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: UN Env:lronme;lt
w Assembly

The world’s highest-level decision-
making body on the environment.

2

o, pedest

@ Gathers in Nairobi, Kenya
nlvcrsal membership of all every 2 years.
93 UN Member States. =
ull involvement of major = B UNEA was created in 2012,
groups and stakcholders. b ¥ as an outcome of the UN
s Conference on Sustainable

Development (Rio+20), helk
in Brazil.

e 3 Functlons of UN Environment Assembly

Sets the global environmental € Undertakes policy review. dlalogue and |
agenda, provides overarching of exp , sets
policy guldance, and defines policy guidance on the future direction of the

UN Environment Programme (UNEP)
il challenges. .

osters partnershlps for achieving

Seventh UNEA session (2025)

Consists of a President and 8 Vice Presidents (forming the U'NEA Burezu)

3. Japan

WHY IN NEWS : Recently, a major earthquake rocked
Japan's northern coast and also the country's
meteorological agency recorded several tsunami
waves

23 Chain o.f islands stretching
~1,500 miles in a northeast:

Q1. Consider the following pairs:
Hokkaido, Honshu,

> Shikoku & Kyushu. 4
Exercise Forces Involved EaSouTHp # £ 7 & Temain: Over 80%
- X7 § - - Sepei L) < mountainous, rugged
1. Dharma GuardianfArmy ‘ b = terrain. ;
2. JIMEX Navy East China Sea, 4 - Pacific o "“’1,,':3“;‘;‘1‘;’;‘,:‘ !
. . ve: & > - ajor zone of hquakes anc
3. Veer Guardian  |Air Force s e Eoranindpbae
s : # Highest peak: Mount Fuji
> : (3,776 ""); Vstrratovolcapf).
Which of the pairs given above are correctly - 2l S _ & Major mountain ranges:

Japanese Alps,
matched? Parliamentary government under e, s T

9 Major rive: hinano River
(a) 1and 2 only o
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d)1,2and 3

Answer: (d). 1,2 and 3

jO&en disturbed by earthquakes, :

tsunamns and volcanic eruptions

4. C-130J Super Hercules

WHY IN NEWS : A new defence Maintenance, Repair, and Overhaul (MRO) facility to support the C-130J Super
Hercules aircraft will be established in Bengaluru
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Q1. Which of the following statements about the C-130J
Super Hercules are correct?

1. It is capable of operating from short and semi-
prepared airstrips.

2. lItis used for airdrop and special operations missions.

3. ltis afighter aircraft used for air-to-air combat.

,‘/ Developed byl.ockheedMamn aUs secuntyand T Sty ionran
C-130J Super ]
SRR Hercules Features:

V US Air Force’s principal tactical cargo and  ———

(a) 1 and 2 Only - personnel transport aircraft. € Janetransportforaxrdroppmg
L to hostil

(b) 2and3 only V Current variant of the C-130] Hercules. lg:era:sng::;\e::ughdnns&rps)

(C) 1and 3 Only v AuhfterofchonceforZcheratorstZmnons  Reducedicrew reqiifrertiénts; -1

e AN Aminimal crew of 3men |
(d)1,2,and3 ESRILLIE | ool Ty
Largest Operators: US Air Force, US Marine Corps, lloeing 0% 1
Austra]:a, Canada, India, ltaly & Umted ngdom 5 + Digital avionics, Bt

Answer: (a) 1 and 2 only

~ . including Head-Up Display
2 Indlan Air Force curnently opemte& L (HUD)foreachpilot:
12 C-130J Super ‘Hercules l E — P

Explanation: e G SRS
The C-130J Super Hercules is not a fighter aircraft; it is a
tactical transport plane. Its key capabilities include:

e 8 AR AT T S =5 o
. . . ‘fl’nm transportforzirdroppinginm}wsﬁl:amas: 1 ‘Range 6852hn(nopayload)
o Short-field takeoff and landing, allowing (Operating from rough, dirt srips) | & Speed: 644 km/hr
. . q . Reduced uirements: *
operations from semi-prepared airstrips. A e @ Enchimiicss 20+ ibues
e Airdrop operations of troops, equipment, and

supplies. o

. : Rolls-Re ceAgzim_)m:
e Special operations, including reconnaissance and 22N B 2 L

search-and-rescue missions. 7
It does not engage in air-to-air combat, so
statement 3 is incorrect.

+EE=

5. Solar Storm

WHY IN NEWS : India's first solar observatory Aditya-L1 played
a key role in helping scientists decode why the strongest solar
storm in more than two decades that struck Earth in May 2024
behaved so unusually, ISRO said recently.

Q1. Which of the following phenomena on Earth are
caused by solar storms?

¥ When directed toward Earth, aso\arswrmana?
a geomagnetic storm, can

i s e, 1 Geomagnetic storms
& ammphcreproﬁen:a_sfmm!hempﬁi\‘ﬂ, .
. ; 2. Auroras (Northern and Southern Lights)

L crore o eorore s spac g eSS G- ; 3. Increase in volcanic activity
_ high speeds, initiating a radiation storm, r = —-l
-cmmwmm-oqmcuywymnp_,
across roughly 93 million miles from the
to Earth in about 1.5 million km io

Select the correct answer:

(@) 1and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1and 3 only

(d)1,2,and 3 Answer: (a) 1 and 2 only
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6. Sultanpur National Park

WHY IN NEWS : Sultanpur National Park is once again echoing with
the sounds of migratory birds, with their numbers rising significantly
as temperatures drop.

Q1. Consider the following statements:

1. National Parks in India are notified under the Wildlife
(Protection) Act, 1972.

2. Human activities such as grazing and forestry are strictly
prohibited inside National Parks.

3. Biosphere Reserves and National Parks are the same.

00 FORESIGHT
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pur Natlonal Park z

~'Located in Haryana, near Delhi

marshy lakes and floodplains.

# It gained national attention in

the main Sultanpur Lake/Jheel.

“to ornithologists Peter Michel Jackson

the year.

Sultanpur National Park, formerly known as g

Sultanpur Bird Sanctuary, is located in the *
Gurgaon district in Haryana,
# Spanning 1.42 sq.km, it consists primarily of .

46 km from Delhi

#Itincludes a core area 0f 1.21 sq.km containing: e.The Sultanpur Jheel is a seasonal freshwater -
3 . wetland with fluctuating water levels throughout

the year.

# Spanning 1.42 sq.km, it consists pnmznly
of marshy lakes and floodplains.

1 » Itincludes a core area of 1.21 sq. km containing
the main Sultanpur Lake/Jheel.

¢ The Sultanpur Jheel is a seasonal freshwater M
wetland with fluctuating water levels throughout

" This shallow lake is mostly fed by waters from
- Dr. Salim Ali, who frequently visited the site birding - River Yamuna's Gurgaon canal and the

Which of the statements given above are correct?

(a) 1and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 only
(d)1,2,and 3

Answer: (a) 1 and 2 only

Explanation:

e Statement 1: Correct - National

'Flota: The vegetation of this park s tropical -
. and dry deciduous, and the flora includes
agrasses dhok, khair, tendu, ber, ;Amun,banyan.

i 9 oz Ramsar site in 2021

~overflowing waters of the neighborining agricultural .

lands.

- Fauna: .

“Over 320 bird species have been record
Sultanpur, making it a vital wintering ground
Tt forms a part of the ‘Central Asian Migratory
Flyway' and thousands of migratory birds from

the countnes of Russia, Turkey, Afghamstan &
Europe vnsu the park dunng the winter months.

Winter Mjgranm Greater Flammgos, Nerthern Pints i
Eurasian Wigeons, Common Teals, Bar-headed Geese:

Parks are legally

protected under the Wildlife Protection Act, 1972.
e Statement 2: Correct - Human activities like grazing, forestry, hunting are strictly prohibited.
e Statement 3: Incorrect - Biosphere Reserves may include National Parks and other protected areas
but are larger in scope; they are not the same.

7. Blue Corner Notice

WHY IN NEWS : Recently, Interpol has issued a Blue Corner Notice for the
missing owners of the Goa’s nightclub, where a devastating fire took place

Q1. Which of the following statements correctly describe Interpol

Notices?

1. Interpol issues notices to communicate information about
criminals, threats, or missing persons internationally.

. . ] . e '""'"‘:‘”_"" c’*’"‘"”k:’:“”":’"‘“": crime-related information such as obtaininga
2. Red Notice is an international alert to locate and arrest @ || SrooRremmeb B St | peons cimina ecord o cstion
What is INTERPOL? = "‘““8"""’“"’“‘"““""“""“"“‘ :

person wanted by a member country.
3. Interpol has the power to arrest individuals in member

countries.

Select the correct answer:

(a) 1and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1and 3 only
(d)1,2,and3

Answer: (a) 1 and 2 only

| (NTERPOL), is

@& % BLUE CORNER NOTICE

#The International Criminal Police ()xgan

% Blue Corner Noticé

An international alert issued under

- INTERPOL' colour-coded system. %

lue Corner Notice?
| An international alert issued prior to
| the filing of criminal charges, providing
74; member countries to share critical
: " crime-related information in the

# Itis also known as an 'enquiry notice'allows
police forces in member states to share critical

Types of Notu:es of lNTERPOL i

allows police forees in

csiﬁchng, mdmh«am«m

What is Blue Corner Notice?

It s also known as an enquiiry notice’ “«

individuals wanted

e Black Notice
To gather information

about umdmhlicd bodies.

| critical crime-related 'sinformation such as
 obtaining a person’s Criminal record,
Tocation and having his or her identity yerfied

# It gained national aftention in the late 1960s
due to the conservation efforts of the

| United Nations - since 1996,

bject or cvent that
could pose an immediate
risk to public safety.
Purple Notice
Shares details on
riminal methods, t60%,

Red Notice Yellow Notice
N To locate and amrest Ttis issued to
iulptme(u\mn\xwxm persons — especially chidren
sentence. o dentify indiidass unabic

someone with a history of
@OnnscNoucz o behao W

trace missing

5 3 Colden Jackals, wild dog, striped nyenas, indian
""m * porcupine, mongoose,etc o aundhere.

AIADage216
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| Appearance:
| Ithasa b|ack stripe

‘anda pattern of

| unique black spots

on its chest, as well

itat: i ok
el fw"df:’:;?is:% Naturally breeds in burrows dug imo’guén_o'
o o=t o which protect them from the extremie
heat of their environment. :

shifts in the marine and.
atmospheric environment-
are destructive to Affican
penguin’s habitat.

CRITICY 4
ENDANGERED J
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8. African Penguin

WHY IN NEWS : Recently, a new study found that over
60,000 African penguins starved to death between 2004
and 2011 after sardine stocks collapsed

Q1. The African Penguin, sometimes seen in news,
is primarily found in:

(a) Galapagos Islands

(b) South Africa and Namibia

(c) Antarctica

(d) Australia

Answer: (b) South Africa and Namibia

Explanation:

The African Penguin (Spheniscus demersus) is also
known as the “Jackass Penguin” due to its braying

call.

Habitat: Coastal islands and shores of South Africa
and Namibia.

It is the only penguin species that breeds in Africa.

Conservation status: Endangered (IJUCN Red List)
due to oil spills, overfishing, and habitat loss.

e Not found in Antarctica (home to Emperor & Adélie penguins), Galapagos (Galdpagos penguin),

or Australia (Little penguin).

11" Dec 2025

1. NewSpace India Limited
2. Rhinophis siruvaniensis
3. Deepavali

4. SAMPANN Portal

5. GlowCas9 Protein

1. NewSpace India Limited

WHY IN NEWS : As on date, M/s. NewSpace India Limited (NSIL) has signed 70 Technology Transfer Agreements to

transfer technologies developed at ISRO to Industry
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Q1. Which of the following activities is/are
undertaken by NSIL?

1. Commercial exploitation of ISRO’s space

products

2. Transfer of ISRO-developed technologies

to industry

3. Regulation of private satellite launches

Select the correct answer using the code below:

A.1lonly
B.1and 2 only
C.2and 3 only
D.1,2and3

Answer: B. 1 and 2 only

About Rhinthgisiruﬂniensis

« Tt is a new species of shieldtail snake.

.
Y

« It was discovered in Siruvani Hills, located in j
the Western Ghats in Kerala and Tamil Nadu. ‘-

\J/,J

o A shiny snake, T siruvaniensis is brownish black
and creamy white in colour, with bold dark blotches.

7

P kerala
Siruvani Tamil Nadu
Hills b

6 y Fa Facts about Shreldtm( Snakes j -

» Shieldtails are a group of small-sized, non-venomous
snakes that burrow in the soil and mostly live underground.

» They belong to the Uropeltidae family of snakes
and are also called uropeltids.

° Tl'\eg've been named shieldtails because the tip of
their tails Iouks li|<e a disc-shaped shield.
‘l Dtstnbutwn
* They are endemic to India & Sri Lanka.

o In India, they are found in the Western Ghats
and some parts of Peninsular India .

India
Sri Lanka

S0, FORESIGHT
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About Newgpace India Limited

- Incorkorated on 6 March 2019 (under the Companies Act, 2013)
> A Govt of Ind.a Comzu under Dept. of Spa(e (ISRO

\‘ 513 1 iSFo

Y'Primam Res_ﬁonsibilitj~ fi——
e Enab[mg Indian industries

in high-tech space acﬁwhes %
® Commercialization of "?:i 3= f‘ E s

— 1nd:an SPace Programme.

& Major Business ness Areas. of NSIL ‘5 T R e e

4. Production of PSLV & SSLV

2. Launch Services &
Space Apphmt:ons/

- 3. Satellite Buildin ——
(Communication & garth Obstrvaﬁon)

e 4. 'Er.l«molog:; Transfer —=

e 5. Spm of 'Ecl'mologtes
Z & Pro ucts -

2. Rhinophis siruvaniensis

WHY IN NEWS : A new shieldtail species, Rhinophis
siruvaniensis, has been described with the help of citizen
scientists after it was found recently in the Siruvani Hills
which fall in both Kerala and Tamil Nadu

Q1. With reference to Rhinophis siruvaniensis, consider
the following statements:

1. It is endemic to India.

2. It belongs to the family Uropeltidae.

3. It is mainly fossorial (burrowing) in nature.
Which of the statements given above are correct?
A.1land 2 only

B. 2 and 3 only

C.1and 3 only

D.1,2and3

Answer: D. 1,2 and 3
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About D_eepqvali

° 'Deepavali, also known as Diwali, is the

WHY IN NEWS Recently, Deepavali has been inscribed on fectival of lights celebrated across Tndin. _ SeepllREs" =
» ‘Deepa’ means lamp or light and'Vali® means string or row, ==

UNESCQ’s List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of and Deepavali means rows of lights. - UNESCD -

H o It is celebrated on Kartik Amaavasya, which typically falls
H uman Ity in October or November.

= The fundamental philosophy of Deepavali uNESCOs List of the Intangtble
Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

3. Deepavali

Q1. Consider the following Indian cultural elements:

| Celebration of Deepavali |- e

¢ Dhanter: A A day of auspicious beginnings, where families buy
1. Chhaudance —“_T 3 W new metalware or essent«als sgmbohsmg Prospentg
2. Yoga it e Y
3. Durga Puja in Kolkata e e R e day): =T
. Observed with rituals and lighting lamps 0
4. Kalbeha f0| k dance to dispel negativity and welcome positive energy. %*?

The third day — Lakhmi-Ganesha Puja
Y A sacred Lakshmi Ganesha Puja- the sacred

Which of the above are included in UNESCO’s Intangible

. . DA ReE Lakslnwn Ganesha Puja.

Cultural Heritage list? » "* o

,I:. 1 aznd 2donly | pas. Sl
-L,2an 3on y e On the fourth day, famnly and friends visit one anoﬂr\er,

C.1 , 2 ) 3 and 4 exchange gifts, and reconnect, strengthening - ey -
D.2 and 4 Only their bonds and shared happmess“ Bl . £

» The celebrations conclude with Bhai Dooj,
a heartfelt tribute to the bond between

Answer:C.1. 2 3and 4 brothers and sisters, observed with prayers,
tEr S blessmgs, and meanmgﬁAl rituals. e===

® Bhai Dooj — The celebrations conc[ude with Bhai Docy ¥
a heartfelt tribute to the bond between brothers and
sisters, observed with prayers, blassmgs, ami ntuals q =

4. SAMPANN Portal

WHY IN NEWS Controller General of Communication Accounts (CGCA) recently inaugurated the onboarding of all
MTNL employees retiring in November 2025 onto the SAMPANN portal at the Office of Principal CCA, Delhi.

SAMPANN =— Q1. Which of the following functions are performed
"systm o Aezeirtnecrd Dlaramerment ok Boions through the SAMPANN Portal?
CERT A Compret Pension Management System

o |' F_'l % fors Teleesin, Posioniers X .

e o It 1. Pension sanction
Ministry of Communications | 29 December, 2018 | . . .
% Oine Porcion Diocesii 2. Pension authorization
# Direct Pension to Bank Account 3’ PenSIon dlsbursement
o Faster Settlement of Cases . .

4. Grievance redressal for telecom pensioners

Select the correct answer using the code below:
. A.land2only

B. 1,2 and 3 only

C.2,3and 4 only

D.1,2,3and 4

Direct Pension
Disbursement

L-L@%

Single Wndow Online Grievance Track & Monitor
ystem | Redressal | Pension Status

Answer:D. 1,2,3and 4
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WHY IN NEWS Recently, scientists from Kolkata based Bose institute have created GlowCas9 protein which can

track gene editing.

= About GlowCas9 Protein

— §tructu_re:
— GlowCas9 is created by wcusing Cas9 with a split nano-luciferase

ehZ:jW\e derived ‘FVDVV\ deep—sea Sl’\r{mP PVOtZiV\SA

— Properties of GlowCas9 Protein:

— GlowCas9 is very stable and maintains its structure and acfivity
at higher temperatures compared to the conventional enzyme.

— It glows inside cells, a“owing for real-time monitoring of

CRISPR operotions.

— The split nano-luciferase enzyme pieces reconnect when Cas9
folds correcﬂg, Producing light.

— This glowing activity allows scientists to monitor CRISPR
operations in living cells, tissues, and even plant leaves —

without harming them.
— Benefits of GlowCas9 Protein:

— It can also increase the precision of homology-directed repair (HDR).

— Homology-Directed Repair (HDR) is a DNA repair process crucial for
fixing hereditary mutations that are linked to genetic diseases like
sickle cell anaemia, muscular dystrophy and so on.

— GlowCas9 pioneers the emerging field of theratracking or
visualizing molecular gene therapy in motion

/[ \\

12" Dec 2025

1. Boreendo

2. National Film Heritage Mission
3. Diving Support Craft A20

4. ltaly

5. Sanchar Mitra Scheme

1. Boreendo

Q1. Consider the following statements
regarding GlowCas9 protein:

1. It is created by fusing Cas9 with a fluorescent
marker.

2. It helps researchers confirm successful
delivery of Cas9 into cells.

3. Itis primarily used for treating infectious
diseases in humans.

Which of the statements given above is/are
correct?

A.1and 2 only

B. 2 and 3 only

C.1lonly

D.1,2and3

Answer: A. 1 and 2 only

WHY IN NEWS Boreendo, an ancient musical instrument from Pakistan, was recently inscribed on the UNESCQO’s
List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding.
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— About Boreendo == %=

The boreendo, or bhorindo, is a traditional musical instrument

~= from Pakistan’s Sindh region. ———

— It is a 5,000-year-old musical instrument
with a rich history that originates in Mohenjo
Daro, part of the Indus Valley Cuvilisation.

= It has a hollow spkerlcal shape
with sound holes and is made of

= B plaged by while clay that is sun-dried and kiln-fired.

women are involved in decorating the

instrument with clay paint.
—— o

changes include extra holes to widen
its musical range.

= The boreev‘\do produces sound when air is
blown into it, and its tone can be adjusted .
by tilting the mouthpiece. — y

— Tts size affects its sound, and recent
changes include extra holes to widen

its musical range.

— The boreendo is mainly played at winter bonﬁres weddmgs and Fes’cnvals

2. National Film Heritage Mission

0 FORESIGHT
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Q1. With reference to UNESCO’s Intangible Cultural
Heritage Lists, which of the following statements are
correct?

1. The list recognises living traditions, performing arts,
rituals and craft knowledge.

2. The list includes elements in urgent need of
safeguarding.

3. Boreendo has been inscribed on the Urgent
Safeguarding List.**

Select the correct option:
A. 1lonly

B.1and 2 only

C.2and 3 only
D.1,2and 3

Answer:D. 1,2 and 3

Explanation: UNESCO’s Intangible Cultural Heritage
lists include living traditions and crafts that are
significant to cultural diversity, and the Urgent
Safeguarding List focuses on elements at risk;
Boreendo was inscribed on that urgent list.

WHY IN NEWS In response to a question in
Lok Sabha recently, the Minister of State for
Information & Broadcasting said that till date
1,469 titles, equaling 4.3 lakh minutes of films,
have been digitized under the National Film
Heritage Mission (NFHM).

— Beyond safeguardung cellsloid hnstor‘\j the NFAI adwel_xj promotes Indian cinema.

3. Diving Support Craft A20

WHY IN NEWS The Indian Navy will commission
Southern Naval Command.

About Diving Support Craft A20

& Key Facts about Nahona( Film Archive of India (NFAI) ﬁg

— It was established in February 1964 as a media unit of the Ministry of Information

— Its primary cbjective is to acquire and preserve

and Broadcasting, Government of India.

Indian cinematic heritage.

—This includes preservation of film and non-film
material, mdudmg but not limited to
celluloid, stills, glass slides, posters, lobb3 cards, i
scripts, and song booklets.

— They organize screenings, film appreciation courses, and research programs,

Diving Support Craft (DSC) A20, at Kochi under the aegis of
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e ltis the first vessel of the indigenously designed and constructed Diving Support Craft.
e DSCA20 is the lead ship in a series of five Diving Support Craft being built by M/s Titagarh Rail Systems Limited
(TRSL), Kolkata.
e  Purpose: It is built for a wide spectrum of diving and underwater missions in coastal waters.

Features of Diving Support Craft A20

e It has a catamaran hull design form, the ship offers superior stability, enhanced deck area, and improved
seakeeping characteristics,

e |t is equipped with advanced, state-of-the-art diving systems that meet the highest standards of safety and
operational efficiency.

e  Capacity: It has a displacement capacity of approximately 390 tons

4. ltaly

WHY IN NEWS The recently held Italy—India Business Forum 2025 will strengthen bilateral trade, innovation and
strategic economic partnership.

/L \\

~, PeeHress

——= About Italy
¢ Location: It is located in South-central Europe on the Apennine Peninsula. Ql' ConSIder the fO"ow'ng statements rega rdlng straits
® Bordering Countries: It shares its border with Switzerland and Austria, near Ita Iy:

in the north, Slovenia in the northeast and France in the northwest. _4“

o Vatican Cltg and San Marino are the two enclaved sovereign states
il R e .. Italy E 1. The Strait of Messina separates Sicily from mainland Italy.
o Its southern boundarg E « > T - - .

extends into the
Mediterranean Sea.

2. The Strait of Otranto connects the Mediterranean Sea to
the Black Sea.

o Maritime boundaries: -,
Ttalian Peninsula is bordered
by the Adriatic Sea in the east. .
the Sea of Sicily in the south,
the Ionian Sea in the southeast.
the Ligurian Sea, and the
Tyrrhenian Sea in the southwest.

o Capital City: Rome

(P
25

L2 3. The Strait of Sicily lies between Sicily and Tunisia.
@ Tyrrhenian Sea ™

; ! Y & ) - Ligrian Sea > -f;‘.; = . - =t
& (L ;‘%‘ T e (\\'\ 5 Sea A.1and 2 only
S > 7 N

%: Geographical Fetftlfres_?F Ttaly EZ"—‘_‘T Seaof Sicily B.1and3 Only
— Terrain: Tt is mostly rugged and mountainous and has some plains, coastal lowlands. C.2and 3 only
— Major Rivers: Po (Italy’s longest river) and Adige. 5
— Highest Point: Mont Blanc D- 1, 2 and 3
— Natural Resources: Coal, antimony, mercury, zinc, potash,

barite, asbestos, pumice, fluorspar, feldspar, pyite (sutfur),

natural gas and crude oil reserves.

Which of the statements given above are correct?

Answer: B. 1 and 3 only

— Ttaly is voleanic in origin, and few of its many volcances ==
are active, including Sicily’s Mt. Etna, Stromboli in

e Tk Explanation:

Vv Statement 1 is correct.

X Statement 2 is wrong — the Strait of Otranto
connects the Adriatic Sea to the lonian Sea, not to
the Black Sea.

V Statement 3 is correct — the Strait of Sicily separates
Sicily from Tunisia.
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5. Sanchar Mitra Scheme

WHY IN NEWS In a written reply to a question in the
Lok Sabha recently, the Minister of State for
Communications and Rural Development said that 222
institutions are currently participating in the Sanchar
Mitra Scheme

Q1. Consider the following objectives of the
Sanchar Mitra Scheme:

1. Promoting awareness about telecom
services and policies

2. Educating citizens about cyber fraud and safe
digital practices

3. Providing telecom subsidies directly to
beneficiaries

Which of the above are correct?
A. 1lonly

B.1and 2 only

C.2and 3 only

D.1,2and 3

Answer: B. 1 and 2 only

13" Dec 2025

1. Sujalam Bharat App
2. Mexico

3. Hard Corals

4. Uchi Pillaiyar Temple.

5. Kaimur Wildlife Sanctuary

1. Sujalam Bharat App

WHY IN NEWS Recently, the Union Minister of Jal Shakti launched the Sujalam Bharat App

00 FORESIGHT
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e FAbout ‘Sanchar Mitra Scheme

e It is a youth- onented initiative by the Department of Telecommummﬁons (Do),
Mmlstry of Communications.

e It is aimed at harnessing the energy and potential of young students to spread
awareness about safe digital behaviour.

QD=be .<>

~ Sanchar Mntra

® Student volun’ceers mmed as sanc;,a,, M,tm, e The Sanchar Mitras will receive various
training on subjects like cybersecurity,
emerging technologies in the telecom
sector, telecom policies and regulations, etc.

@ They will conduct outreach in communities, o The scheme offers top performers,
schools, and public spaces to educate citizens _ dccess Chialbe=tchrt basia toYe<earth
on responsible and secure use of telecom and development (R&D) projects and
services. telecom start-ups;

® This scheme is open to students from those  _ ;. oo ot in policy and. standards work;
technical institutes that have active telecom,
electronics computers, cybersecuritg or
similar programs and have agreed to
participate in the scheme.

§[ Sarchar Mitra s« fr—

— Student volunteers, named as Sanchar Mitra, will raise =) A
public awareness about mobile safety telecom fraud p
prevention, and government digital initiatives. @ 3%

will raise public awareness about mobile
safety, telecom fraud prevention, and
government digital initiatives.

— exposure to national conferences and
events.

o Recognition and incentives will be coordinated
H\rou.sh DoT units, leveraaing a(is'ting
resources and partnerships.

— They will conduct outreach in communities, schools, and = _..,
public spaces to educate citizens on responsivie
and secure use of telecom services.

offices of DoT _»# Sk
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Q1. Consider the following statements about the Sujalam

Bharat App:

1. It provides real-time water quality and infrastructure

data.

2. It serves as the digital backbone for rural water

governance.

3. It was launched under the Atal Mission for Bt e Ny
Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation (AMRUT).

Which of the statements given above are correct?

A.1and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C.land 3 only
D.1,2and3

Answer: A. 1 and 2 only

Explanation: The app captures real-time data and is a key
digital tool for rural water governance under Jal Jeevan

Mission, not AMRUT.

Location: UNITED STATES OF ™ /.o =
Southem part of .. AMERICA
| North America
Borderinﬂ Countries:
 USA: to the north
* Guatemala & Belize:
to the soutkeast‘r
Maritime Boundaries: A
o Pacific Ocean:
to the south & west MEX'CO
® Gulf of Mexico & - e —=
ittt ~~eeogmph-cal Featuves °f Mexico
Capit.al Ci.fx: # Ring of Fire. 5 ?
* Mexico City « Region of active volcamsm o~
. ot vzea and earthquakes R

UNITED STATES 'y i

N &5 Peninsulas:

e .
3% .. * Baja Peninsula &
= * Yucatan Peninsula

ULF OF

Y )
Penin_s’ul'qi‘ G {
MEXICO

Yucatan
Peninsula .

= e e
. Mngor Rivers: Rio Grande
& Colorado River

6 A ¥ Lakes: Lake Chapala

Natural Resources: Petroleum, Silver, Antimony,

& Copper, Gold, Lead, zinc,

0 FORESIGHT
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Advanced Geo—Momtarmg for

Jal Jeevan Mission ———

g Intgﬂrated Data Plaffom
o Sources” [y
* Infrastructure |£
* Water Quaht_y A
© Supply Metrics, Feedback

Sujalam Bharat App

® Drinking Water Source =3
© Infrastructure Status - =
o Supply Reliability

© Water Qualvty Reports

g Z@ Gaon ID Profile k

Empowering g
Rural Communities

#" & Safe Water Supply

Ensuring Reh;giev

2. Mexico

WHY IN NEWS Recently, the Mexico’s Senate approved tariffs of
up to 50% on imports from Asian countries, including India

Q1. The Yucatan Peninsula is bordered by:

1. Gulf of Mexico
2.Caribbean Sea
3. Pacific Ocean

Select the correct answer:
A. 1lonly

B.1and 2 only

C.2and 3 only
D.1,2and3

Answer: B. 1 and 2 only
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3. Hard Corals

WHY IN NEWS A major new assessment by the Global Coral Reef Monitoring Network (GCRMN) has reported a
dramatic decline in hard coral populations across the Caribbean

HARD CORALS | Q1. Which of the following factors can cause coral

bleaching?
| Key Features of Hard Corals 3 - =

o Also known as stony corals i
¢ Marine animals that build limextone |
frameworks upon which reefs form |5

—Key Features of Hard Corals— |

1. Rise in sea surface temperature

2. Ocean acidification

* Composed of thousands of tiny
polyps that secrete calcium

3. Increased sedimentation

° Depend on tiny algae ca||ed zooxanﬂwlla:

i et ot ofc,,,c,um thot e ingide thieme | Select the correct answer:
ﬁ‘;’f.f’ oot e e Threats to Hard Corals A.1only
§:Decernth on bevyalaos caled * Bleaching Events | e Stony Coral Tissue B.1and 2 only

o Spread across  *,

e S _ C.1,2and3
.; /;‘T “ ifu::":“ : D. 2 and 3 only

; mortahty of corals.

‘zooxanthellae that live inside them. Driven by extreme heat M
e |
s

® Create skeletons out of calcium
carbonate, which over time bu||d ) R
up to form reefs. Loss of Dmdema

> e = Sea Urchins ~

Answer: C. 1,2 and 3

s Macroalgae Surge
° Fuelled an 85% surge in macroalgae. o

4. Uchi Pillaiyar Temple.

WHY IN NEWS The Tamil Nadu government — — ——
recently informed the Madurai Bench of the
Madras High Court that the deepam (lamp) was
lit at the Uchipillaiyar temple mandapam in
Thirupparankundram hill during Karthigai
Deepam this year too as it was done for over the
last 150 years

About Uchi Pillaiyar Temple

e The Uchi Pillaiyar Temple, also known as Rockfort Temple, is located at the top of Rockfort Hill, Trichy, in
Tamil Nadu.

e |tis a 7th-century-CE Hindu temple, dedicated to Lord Ganesha.

e The temple stands 83 metres (272 ft) tall, perched atop a rock. LN
e  Trichy Rockfort hill is made of granite that is estimated to be over 3.8 billion years old. mo
e Itis one of the oldest rock formations in the world. éﬂ
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® In comparison, the Himalayas are much younger—they began forming only about 50 million years ago when

the Indian tectonic plate collided with the Eurasian plate

5. Kaimur Wildlife Sanctuary

WHY IN NEWS A forest department team seized a
large number of deer heads, horns, and animal flesh
and arrested a poacher during a raid in the Kaimur
Wildlife Sanctuary recently

Ql.Consider the following statements
regarding Wildlife Sanctuaries:

1. They can be declared on private land.

2. Human habitation is completely
prohibited.

3. Boundaries can be altered by the State
Government.

Which of the statements given above is/are
correct?

A.1lonly

B.1and 3 only

C.2and 3 only

D.1,2and3

Answer: B. 1 and 3 only

Explanation: Sanctuaries may include private
land; human activities may continue under
regulation.

14" Dec 2025

1. Ramsar Sites

2. Tapanuli Orangutan
3. APAARID

4. Ponduru Khadi

- Kaimur Wildlife

=== Sanctuary -«

& Location:
e Located in Kaimur District, Bihar
 Part of the famous Kaimur Hills range.

23
_‘,,,) Ancient Munéeshwari TempTe .

% Area: About 1342 sg.km W ¥rssm it

% e

Largest Sanctuary in Bihar

& Boundaries: BT S 2
= Bounded by Son River to the north
Karmanasa River to the south. .

< Natural Wonders & Prehistoric History &

« The valley part is filled with waterfalls like Karkat

Waterfall & Telhar Waterfall and lakes like Anupam Lake
" O e |

S~

e Large variety of dry deciduous forests

o Primary trees: Baakli, Mahua, Dhaak. %3
Bamboo 5

« Connected to Bandhavgarh-Sanjay-Guru
Ghasidas-Palamau tiger meta-population

landscape through fragmented forest
3 patches along the Son basin. .

e Black Bucks, Chinkaras, Four-Horned
Deers, Blue-Bulls, Sambar, Cheetals,
Bears, Leopards, ete.

® Apart from these pythone. Gharials/

Crocodiles and different species of

snakes are alsofound.

NE

Oraon Tribe: Believed to have originated from this region

Pq g = ._
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1. Ramsar Sites

WHY IN NEWS Recently, Siliserh Lake, in Alwar, Rajasthan and Kopra Jalashay near Bilaspur, Chhattisgarh have
been designated as Ramsar Sites

Siliserh lake |

e Location: It is located in the state of Rajasthan.

e [t is a human-made lake within the buffer zone of Sariska
Tiger Reserve.

e It was built in 1845 by Maharaja Vinay Singh to supply
drinking water to Alwar city.

e |tisinasemi-arid zone, and the Site serves as an important
water source for diverse species of the region.

e Fauna

e It supports 149 bird species and 17 mammal species
including the vulnerable river tern and the endangered
tiger

e The site also supports more that 1% of the biogeographic
population of black stork (Ciconia nigra). New Global Recognition for Rajasthan

SILISERH LAKE

2'S Now a Ramsar Site

Kopra Jalashay

e Llocation: It is located in the state of
Chhattisgarh.

e |tis areservoir located in the upper catchments
of the River Mahanadi.

e Its strong hydrological and ecological
connectivity contributes to a wide variety of
habitats across the area.

e |t supports more than 60 migratory bird species
which rely on it for nesting, feeding and as a stop-
over site.

e Fauna: Notable species include the vulnerable
greater spotted eagle (Aquila clanga) and the
endangered Egyptian vulture (Neophron
percnopterus).

2. Tapanuli Orangutan

WHY IN NEWS Scientists fear that Cyclone Senyar may have swept away a significant number of Tapanuli orangutans

Page3 7
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Tapanuh Orangutan =

Sumatra, Indonesia

2

v Habitat: '
* Exclusively arboreal -
 Tropical & subtropi >
moist broadleaf foresi

|UCN1 Critically Endangered |

» Lead a solitary life
* Seen in pairs only when i
a mother is ransmg her young"i‘ X

* Tapanuli Orangutan
* Sumatran Orangutan
* Bornean Orangutan l

3. APAAR ID

KAS/ACF/PSI/VO/AO &AAO/RFO

Q1. Consider the following statements:

1.  Tapanuli Orangutan is arboreal in nature.
2. It is found south of Lake Toba.
3. It is classified as Critically Endangered by IUCN.

Which of the statements given above are correct?
A.1land 2 only

B. 2 and 3 only

C.1land 3 only

D.1,2and3

Answer: D. 1,2 and 3

The Tapanuli Orangutan (Pongo tapanuliensis) is a critically
endangered great ape species, endemic to the Batang Toru
ecosystem in northern Sumatra, Indonesia, located south
of Lake Toba. It is primarily arboreal, spending most of its
life in forest canopies for feeding, nesting, and movement.
Recognized as a distinct species in 2017, it is currently the
rarest great ape in the world, with an estimated population
of fewer than 800 individuals. Due to severe habitat
fragmentation, infrastructure development, and limited
geographic range, it is classified as Critically Endangered on
the IUCN Red List.

WHY IN NEWS The Orissa High Court recently directed
education authorities at both the state and central levels
to amend the consent form used for generating
Automated Permanent Academic Account Registry
(APAAR) IDs to include an explicit opt-out option

Q1. Consider the following statements about
APAAR ID:

1. It provides a unique and lifelong identity to
students.

2. It stores academic achievements such as
degrees and certificates.

3. Itis mandatory for admission to higher
education institutions.

Which of the statements given above are correct?
A.1and 2 only

B. 2 and 3 only

C.1lonly

D.1,2and3

Answer: A. 1 and 2 only

Explanation: APAAR ID is voluntary, not mandatory.

- 5] APAARID |=—

Automated Permanent Academic Account Registry
—= One Nation, One Student ID" initiative =— S

Permanent academic identification system introduced
by the Ministry of Education, Govt of India.

SPTERENT TARTSE

1234 5678 9012

. A;|g;s a unique and permanent
12-digit ID to every student
oﬁ'ermg a I|fe|ong academic record.

Scholarshlps Scholarships Credits

! Awards
® Assigns a unique and permanent 12-digit ID to every student
offering a hfelong nmdemnc record online.

—Advantages of APAAR ID <& o #
@ Linked toAdhaar & stoed in DlglLocker

% Unique Student Identification

* Every ‘student gets a unique APAAR ID,
which remains with them throughout
their academic journey.

Access Ilfelong academlc records online

APAAR 1D
11234 5678 9012

)v Unique Student Identification S

e Every student gets a unique APAAR (D, which remains
with them throughout their academic journey. Q

g4 Llfelong Learning Record A= emnts

o Stores academic achievements, skills, and extmcurrlct"aractlwtles from school to \5‘5’
hngher education: from school to Her-

Page3 8
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4. Ponduru Khadi

WHY IN NEWS Recently, Ponduru khadi

has been granted the geographical
indication (Gl) tag by the Geographical
Indications Registry under the Union
ministry of commerce and industry

o The khadi is e Ponduru is
unique as the the only place
entire process, in India where
from cotton to spinners still use

fabric, is carried single-spindle charkhas with
out manually 24 spokes, also known as the
@ Process of clean- | -aandhi Charkha'

| ing the cotton @ The final textile has a very

with the jawbone high yarn count, around
of Valuga fish is 100-120 counts

@ Produced from @ Cotton used unique to Ponduru | e Spinning thin yarn to
one of three types is indigenous to khadi and is not 100-120 counts is a difficult
of cotton — hill cot- ¢ Srikakulam district : practised any- process requiring special

ton, punasa cotton, 2 andisgrowninand | where else in the skill, which very few spinners

or red cotton

15" Dec 2025

1. Gulf of Oman

2. Dandami Madia Tribe

3. Man-Portable Air Defence Systems (MANPADS).
4. Bluebird 6 Satellite

5. Jordan

1. Gulf of Oman

WHY IN NEWS Iran recently seized an oil tanker in the Gulf of
Oman, Iranian media said recently, adding that 18 crew members
from India, Sri Lanka, and Bangladesh were on board

Q1. Which of the following statements about the Gulf of
Oman is/are correct?

1. It serves as a major oil transit route.
2. ltis linked to the Red Sea via the Strait of Hormuz.
3. Itis an extension of the Arabian Sea.

Select the correct answer:
A.1and 2 only

B.1and 3 only

C.2and 3 only

D.1,2and 3

Answer: B. 1 and 3 only

Explanation: The Red Sea is connected to the Gulf of Oman

around Ponduru world possess

[ Gulfof Oman |=

2 Gulf of Oman, also known as the Gu[( of Makran, is the northwest arm of the
3 Covers Itselly Stndugkim. - © =

§ < Fact Sheet '}

* Gulf of Oman, also known as”_
the Gulf of Makran,

* Forme the only entrance to
the Persian Gulf.

o It’covers an area
spanning 115,000 sq,km.

» Bordered by Iran,
Pakistan to the north, ;
UAE to the south, and
Oman to the south, <

((Fact Sheet 2.

e Ebfats at 560 km \Dng

% 320 km wide between Cape al-Hadd o an @
in Oman and Gwadar Bay on the : b
Iran- Paklstan border. %t

e AEE 3
= Narrows to 35 miles (56kn) at the Strait : | Significant Islands <%
i Hﬁr:nuz at the Strait of Hormuz. 3 Sheytan i

®. It is approximately shallow because of its * Al Fahal Island ™
origin as a fissure in the mountain spine & Dlmanlyat Islands

now divided between Iran and Oman. “‘»-wz

’L | Major Shipping Porfs__] PR =
"+ Port Sultan Qaboos Muttrah (Muscat, Omar)
. AC.habahar Port (iran)

s Port of Fu;alrah (UAE) <
+ Khor Fakkan Container Terminal (UAE)

1/3 of the world's oil exports pass thro gl
the Strait o_f Hormuz & Gulf of Oman

U~ s
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via the Red Sea - Bab el-Mandeb - Gulf of Aden - Arabian Sea - Gulf of Oman route, but the direct

connection is with the Arabian Sea, not the Red Sea.

2. Dandami Madia Tribe

WHY IN NEWS Recently, members of the Dandami
Madia tribe perform the traditional Bison Horn Maria
dance during a village festival at Judiya Para in Jagdalpur

Q1l.Consider the following statements regarding
the Dandami Madia tribe:

1. They are a sub-group of the Gond tribe.

2. Their traditional livelihood includes
shifting cultivation.

3. They mainly practice Buddhism.

Which
correct?

of the statements given above are

A.1and 2 only

B. 2 and 3 only

C.1land 3 only
D.1,2and3

Answer: A. 1 and 2 only

Explanation:

e Dandami Madia belongs to the Gond

tribal group.

e They traditionally practice shifting
cultivation (podu).

e They follow animistic beliefs, not

Buddhism.

;; E Dandanu Madia Trlbe Jﬂﬂw

2 Dandami Maria, also known by cther names
 like Bison Horn Maria, & Khalpati Maria.
& Tribal community living in Chhattisgarh.
.2 Named after their unique custom of wearing

. distinctive head-gear that resembles the homs
of a wild bison.

k ; & Identify as part of the
neLe larger Gond tradition.
1: Lan u - e ?_ £ o
 Main distinct language spoken is
Dandami Maria.

+ Some speak Gondi dialects —
an oral language of Dravidian® orlglns ¥

% Economy:

2 : sGhotul
« Live by agriculture,

» Youth dormitory for - 24
supplemented by unmarried boys & glrls
huntir}g and fishing. important social institution.

 Language:
* Main distinct language spoken ;
is Dandami Maria.

* Some speak Gondi dialects —
an oral ianguage of Dravidian origins

| Society & Customs 2| ——
:&'Déndami Madia Tribe <5
* Port Sultan Qaboos Muttrah
(Muscat, Oman) -
® Chabahar Port (Iran)
. Port of Fu_;alrah (UAE).

3. Man-Portable Air
(MANPADS).

Defence Systems

WHY IN NEWS The Indian Army is undertaking a major
strategic shift in its air defence operations, repurposing
its Man-Portable Air Defence Systems (MANPADS) to
specifically counter the rising threat of sub-sonic cruise
missiles.
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4. Bluebird 6 Satellite

WHY IN NEWS The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) is scheduled to launch the US-based commercial
BlueBird-6 satellite developed by US-based AST Spacemobile on 21st December 2025 using ISRO’s LVM-3 rocket

Q1. With reference to the BlueBird satellite
recently in news, consider the following
statements:

BIueBlrd 6 Satellite & LVM-3 Rocket (GSLV Mk Ill)

1. Itwas launched into Low Earth Orbit
(LEO).

2. Its primary purpose is to provide
direct broadband connectivity to
standard smartphones. Developed By: AST SpaceMobile (USA) | - Lift-0ff Mass: 640 Tomes

3. It was developed by Indian Space Weight: 6.5 Tonnes e | »» Stages: 5200 Boosters
Research Organisation (ISRO). Orit Low Earth 0t (LE0) Sl ' - O G

Antenna: 2,400 sq. ft. Phased Array’
Which of the statements given above are

o ' = d.n ’% “"
correct? o A , ik ‘

Purpose: Direct-to-Device Internet for Mobile Phones » Height: 43.43 meters

e | ey i |
A.1land 2 only B, Enhancing Global Mobile Broadband Connectivity o S
B.2 and 3 only Bridging the Digital Divide in Remote & Rural Areas
C.land 3 only
D.1,2and3

Answer: A. 1 and 2 only

Explanation: The BlueBird Block-2 (also called BlueBird-6) was placed into Low Earth Orbit by an ISRO
LVM3-M6 mission. Its purpose is to deliver space-to-phone broadband directly to standard mobile
handsets without special hardware. It was built by the U.S. commercial firm AST SpaceMobile, not by
ISRO.

5. Jordan

WHY IN NEWS Recently, the Prime Minister of India

has embarked on a three-nation visit to Jordan, ion: -5 4 o — Geog,apfh,cayeatms B
“» Landlocked country in the i g . . of Jordan

Ethlopla and Oman 7 rocky desert of the northem oaof <§ Cain. - - | » Terrain: Arid desert plateau;

.| Arabian Peninsula Galliee §ei great north-south geolagcalrﬁ
» Bordering Countries: | > | s along the west of the country
. . . 2 Bordered by 5 Nations: o i » Highest Point: Jabal Umm ad
Q1. Which of the following countries have a [ | SyriaIraq, Saudi Arabia, LR , | Dami 1,854 m (6083)
R f f 5 | Israel and Palestine y elf Nod» : The Jordan River,

coastline along the Gulf of Aqaba? | et b AL ¢, vhichcrinsin the ead Sea
| G ea of Galliee - & ; kz i
| | 2 Ports: Al-Agabah s the j 2 Natusal Besourcess

1. Israel [ b ! A-qgal Natural csources
| : G Phosphaies Potash, Shale Oil

2. Jordan :

3. Egypt

4. Saudi Arabia

Select the correct answer using the code
below:
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A.1and 2 only
B.1,2and 3 only
C.2,3and 4 only
D.1,2,3and 4

Answer:D. 1,2,3and 4
Explanation:
e Israel — Port of Eilat

e Jordan — Port of Agaba
e Egypt —Sinai Peninsula coast

e Saudi Arabia — Eastern coastline of the gulf

16" & 17" Dec 2025

1. Bharat Ranbhoomi Darshan

2. Black-Capped Capuchin Monkey
3. Project Mausam

4. Gestational Diabetes Mellitus

5. Exercise Ekatha

6. Ekam Al and SAMBHAV

7. National Digital Livestock Mission
8. DHRUV64

9. AH-64E Apache Attack Helicopter

1. Bharat Ranbhoomi Darshan

WHY IN NEWS Recently, the Chief Minister
of Sikkim officially declared Cho La & Dok La,
two significant border destinations, open for
tourists under the “Bharat Ranbhoomi
Darshan” initiative

Q1. Consider the following statements
regarding Bharat Ranabhoomi Darshan:

1. Itaimsto promote tourism at
historic battlefields and war
memorials.

/m_llz;@t Ranbhoomr Dars, J\*Q

Flagship initiative by MINISTRV OF DEFENCE & MINISTRY oF TOURISM

Pre border tourism while

infrastructure and improving livelihoods of
~ people living in remote border villages

~ » Promotes connectivity, tourism, and socio-

economic development in border?egions

Army. collaborates with local
_ whils

'_ Features of Bharat Ranbhoomi Darshan

Initiative

» Virtual Tour:
It features details on various ¥
battlefields and border areas§:
offering virtual tours,
historical narratives,
and interactive conten

~» Historical Narratives:

The Indian Army, in conjunction £
“with Ministry of Tourism, has

1l shortlsted: :
- > Galwan (the river valley in Ladal

> Doklam (a tri-junction between India, Bhi

» Forward. Sites: ==
dentified 77 other forward 5mes

b along borders with China & Pakistan,
opening historically significant locations
linked to valor and sacrifices of the In

® Pakistan (Line of Control) where wars after independence & other
shes occurred in recent times _
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2. Itinvolves coordination between the Ministry of Defence and tourism authorities.

3. ltis limited only to ancient battle sites.
Which of the statements given above are correct?
A.1and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C.land 3 only
D.1,2and3
Answer: A. 1 and 2 only
Explanation:
e Theinitiative covers ancient, medieval, and modern battlefields, including post-Independence war

sites.
e Itinvolves defence and tourism sectors, not limited to ancient sites.

2. Black-Capped Capuchin Monkey

WHY IN NEWS Recently, About BIack—Capped Capuchm Monkey
the Bannerghatta s e Sapajus apella e :
!3|olog|cal Paljk (BBP) has R ; g A Behavlor and L|festyle of Black—Capped Capuchln
imported eight black- Sk _ ' F » Black-capped capuchins are ;
capped capuchin ‘ i : - predominantly arboreal

k (Sapaj lla) B8 : s 27 g and diurnal species,
monkeys (Sapajus apella : T L
from South Africa under “ T \ 5 Votailzations.
an animal exchange [&8 / : i > Body language

9% > Tactile methods

programme e : < 88 > Olfactory cues
: '» Diet: ; ;
It classified as omnivores

- ‘their diet consists of fruit, slels, "
nuts, inseds, eggs and crustaceans.‘

f
A s ¥ g » Ecological Role: Feeding upon_
Distribution -5 5 frmt, the capuchms become seed =9
ical, Subtropical,
Dry, Submomane

Forests

3. Project Mausam

WHY IN NEWS The Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) recently organised a National Workshop on the Project
Mausam titled as - “Islands at the Crossroads of Maritime Networks within Indian Ocean Region”’

Q1. Consider the following statements regarding Project Mausam:
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1. dlt focuses on the role of
monsoon winds in facilitating

ancient maritime trade.
2. It seeks UNESCO World

VWhat is Mission Mausam?

; >> Launched by the Ministry of E th |

i iti _initiative launched in 2014 by the Indian o . |  Sciencesin2024 . et
Hentage. recognition  for | Moy srtonie ' » It aiméimplement by the: India.
transnational cultural routes. | > Aimsto document the diversity of cultural, Meteorological Department (IMD).

. . . . | commercial, and religious interactions ; > National Centre for Medium-Range

3. It is IlmltEd Only to |nd|a'5 | inthe Indian Ocean ) Weau\erForecasnng(NCMRWF)and
. 3 Indian Institute of

coastal regions. | Tropical Meteorlogy (ITM).

Which of the statements given
above are correct?

A.1and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C.lonly
D.1,2and3

Answer: A. 1 and 2 only
Explanation:

e The project highlights monsoon wind systems (Mausam) that enabled navigation and trade.
e It aims to develop transnational World Heritage nominations.
e Itis not limited to India; it spans the Indian Ocean region.

4. Gestational Diabetes Mellitus

WHY IN NEWS A study conducted at seven antenatal clinics with over 3,000 women, found that early gestational
diabetes mellitus (GDM) affects about one in five pregnant women

About Gestational Diabetes Mellitus

GESTATIONAL DIABETES MELLITUS

e Gestational Diabetes Mellitus (GDM)

. . . . TYPe 2
glucose mtolerance.z first c'jlagnose.d during Reproduci we (‘ F el
pregnancy, and is typically diagnosed disor Ors = S Mellitus
between 24-28 weeks gestation. @) Hyperglycaemia
Breast : - i -
e Causes Cancer in pregnancy
e |t happens when the hormones from the
placenta block your ability to use or make Maternal T e SR @ Pre-
insulin depression Qe eclampsia
e The placenta supplies a growing fetus with Neonatal N ‘
: jaundice Macrosomia
nutrients and water, and also produces a

variety of hormones to maintain the

pregnancy nction

delivery
e This is called contra-insulin effect, which
usually begins about 20 to 24 weeks into the

pregnancy.

Symptoms:

dys?v‘"'“" ¥ . ‘ Caesarean
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e Most of the time, gestational diabetes doesn't cause symptoms but it includes excessive thirst, urinating
more often, fatigue, nausea.
e  Risk factors can increase the chances of developing GDM. These include:
e Living with overweight or obesity
e Being over the age of 45
e Having a family history of diabetes or gestational diabetes in a previous pregnancy
e  Having polycystic ovary syndrome (PCOS)

Treatment: Gestational diabetes can be managed with a combination of lifestyle changes and medication

5. Exercise Ekatha

WHY IN NEWS Deputy Chief of the Naval Staff (DCNS), Indian Navy, is on an official visit to Maldives to attend the
closing ceremony of Ex Ekatha 2025

About Exercise Ekatha 2025

e Established in 2017, Exercise Ekatha is an annual bilateral maritime exercise between the Indian Navy and the
Maldives National Defence Force (MNDF).

e |t aims to enhance bilateral maritime cooperation, and 2025 marks its eighth edition.

e The exercise involved a series of professional interactions designed to boost interoperability and operational
collaboration between the two navies.

e Activities included technical and combat diving, boarding operations, firing drills, demolition and explosive
handling, asymmetric warfare tactics, and special heli-borne operation drills

6. Ekam Al and SAMBHAV

WHY IN NEWS
Recently, the

Indi A TIN-
ndian rmy “art - > Ek Al
showcased a - ; ST z Elevaing eligence
wide range of g ;

homegrown

technologies
Ekam Al and
SAMBHAV
project during 3 .

.. . % X 1 »Aponablemmmumcatlonsystemthat
Vijay Diwas § e ZI\ ST ot e prowdesmobilecomectlvnyusu\gsatelhtestppa‘t.

celebration. B A B Gl | » Features: The system can be deployed
S— % uickly in remote or dlsaster-affected areas,
i A for

tlonal communicatior ]

= WHAT IS VIJAY DIWAS7
-
i » Vijay Diwas is commemorated December 1

n'the 1971 warwhudw led )

Vijay Diwas is commem ated on Decem
every year.to honour Y
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7. National Digital Livestock Mission

WHY IN NEWS Recently, the Minister of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying, Government of India, informed
the Lok Sabha about the National Digital Livestock Mission (NDLM)

About National Digital Livestock Mission

e |t was launched by the Department of Animal

Husbandry and Dairying, Government of India BHARAT PASHUDHAN -

for creating a digital database of livestock and NAT'ONAL DlG'TAL

related services across the country.

e Aims: To enhance livestock productivity and LIVESTOCK MISSION

breed improvement, strengthen disease

surveillance and control, enable traceability of === Government of India selected
livestock products and create a farmer-centric e Jammu and Kashmir among
digital ecosystem for efficient service delivery. the six states and union
has b imol d I . territories for implementation
e |t has been implemented across all States in of the NDLM.

India. e
e The digital backbone of the mission is the This mission aims to create a

‘Bharat Pashudhan’ platform. 2 farmer-centric ecosystem driven

, . . by technology, which will include
e Bharat Pashudhan’ platform includes mobile the establishment of a digital

and web-based applications used by field livestock database in J&K and

workers to record livestock-related activities. improved farmer services.
e Each animal is assigned a unique 12-digit bar-

coded ear tag, which serves as its digital identity. (ﬁ
e Using this system, field workers capture data on @

animal registration, artificial insemination and

breeding, ownership changes, vaccinations,
disease reporting, milk recording, ration

balancing and e-prescriptions.

Objectives of the National Digital Livestock Mission

e Improving breeding outcomes suited to India’s diverse agro-climatic conditions.

e Enabling real-time disease monitoring and control, and establishing a robust traceability mechanism for
livestock products.

e The mission also focuses on empowering farmers by providing easy access to information on government
schemes and livestock-related services

8. DHRUV64
WHY IN NEWS Recently, India unveiled its first fully indigenously developed microprocessor DHRUV64
Q1. With reference to DHRUV64, consider the following statements:

1. Itis a fully indigenous microprocessor developed in India.

2. ltis based on the open-source RISC-V architecture.
3. Itis designed only for satellite communication systems.
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Which of the =5 - .
statements given Sk > AbOUt DH RUV 4

Fully Indigenous, Microprocessor of India

above are correct?

A.1and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C.1land 3 only
D.1,2and 3

Answer: A. 1 and 2
only

Explanation:

e DHRUV6E4 is
India’s first fully
indigenous 64-bit,
dual-core
microprocessor
developed by
C-DAC under the
Microprocessor Development Programme.

e Itis based on the open-source RISC-V architecture.

e It is designed for multiple strategic and commercial applications, not limited to satellite
communication.

9. AH-64E Apache Attack Helicopter

WHY IN NEWS The Indian
Army recently received the
final batch of three AH-64E
Apache attack helicopters,
completing its six-unit fleet
at the 451 Army Auviation
Squadron based in Jodhpur,
Rajasthan

m;_-:g’"‘ About AH-64E Apache Attack Helicopter

Fu[ly Indlgenous Microprocessor of Ind|a

> AH-64E Apache Attack
Helicopter Features
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18" Dec 2025
1. Exercise “Desert Cyclone II”
2. INS Hansa
3. ICGS Sarthak
4. BharatNet Project

5. Kavach System

1. Exercise “Desert Cyclone I1”

WHY IN NEWS The Ministry of T T T Cyclonel e e
= AR R T—

Defence informed that an Indian . =
Army contingent has departed for
the United Arab Emirates (U.A.E.)
to participate in the second
edition of the Joint Military
Exercise Desert Cyclone I,
scheduled to be conducted at

Abu Dhabl from 18_30 December Key Objectives of the Exercise
2025 > EI‘NIV(\IIUJ Interoperabillity

Strengthening Defence Cooperation between India & U.AE.

2. INS Hansa

WHY IN NEWS Recently, the Indian Navy
commissioned its second MH-60R helicopter
squadron, INAS 335, also known as the
‘Ospreys’, at INS Hansa, Vasco da Gama, Goa

About INS Hansa

e [INS Hansa is an Indian Naval Air Station
located near Dabolim, Goa.

e |t is the largest naval airbase in India and
houses some of the Indian Navy’s premier air
squadrons.
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e The base includes a civil enclave, which functions as Dabolim Airport, handling domestic and international flights
round-the-clock.
e The station was originally commissioned on 5 September 1961 at Sulur near Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu, and was
initially co-located with the Indian Air Force’s Sulur Air Force Station.
e Following the liberation of Goa, the Navy took over Dabolim airfield in April 1962, and INS Hansa was relocated
to Dabolim in June 1964.
e INS Hansa has earlier witnessed key capability additions, including the commissioning of the second P-8I
maritime patrol aircraft squadron in 2022, strengthening shore-based fixed-wing naval operations.
e The Navy is also progressing the acquisition of 15 MQ-9B Sea Guardian remotely piloted aircraft, which will
enable persistent maritime surveillance and enhanced Maritime Domain Awareness (MDA).
e Although formally commissioned at Goa, the MH-60R helicopters have already demonstrated operational
effectiveness in Operation Sindoor, TROPEX-25, and the Tri-Services Exercise 2025

3. ICGS Sarthak

WHY IN NEWS The Indian Coast Guard (ICG) Ship Sarthak, an Offshore Patrol Vessel, recently made a port call at
Chabahar, Iran

Ql. With reference to ICGS
Sarthak, consider the following
statements:

1. It belongs to Samarth-class
offshore patrol vessels.

gt L TR S

2. It displaces about 2,450 INDIAN COAST
tonnes. e SR e
3. ltis capable of undertaking . G A Key Facts about India—U'AE- Defence _

search & rescue, combating
maritime crime, and
environmental protection.

Which of the statements given
above are correct?

A.1and2onl :

y < 5 (OPVS) built by Goa Shipyard for Indian-Coast Guard (ICG).
B. 2 and 3 only oo : icARp :
C.1land 3 only
D.1,2and3

Answer: D. 1,2 and 3

4. BharatNet Project

WHY IN NEWS The Minister of State for Communications and Rural Development, in a written reply to a question in
the Lok Sabha recently, said that BharatNet is being implemented in a phased manner to provide broadband
connectivity to all Gram Panchayats (GPs)

Q1. Consider the following statements regarding BharatNet:
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1. dlt uses Optical Fibre Cable

(OFC) as the primary medium.

2. ltisa key component of the Itiis'an ambitious project of the C.ovrnment of India‘aimed at

providing broadband connectivity to'all Gram Panc

Digital India programme.
3. It provides connectivity only
to government offices.

Which of the statements given
above are correct?

A.1and 2 only T
B. 2 and 3 only e g
C.1only
D.1,2and3

Answer: A. 1 and 2 only

WHY IN NEWS Recently, the Union Railway Minister, in
~——— a written reply during the Winter Session of Parliament,
informed the Lok Sabha that the indigenously developed
Kavach system has been fully commissioned on over
2,000 km of the Indian Rail network, with the rollout
progressing at a very fast pace

Optical Fore Telacom 4 4 ior Q1. With reference to the Kavach System, consider

Cable (OFC) Towers Systems Equipment Units Units
AS OF DECEMBER 2025 = the following statements:

é&@ﬂ 1. Kavach is an indigenously developed Automatic

b et S e e * Train Protection (ATP) system.
7129« 860 767 | 3,413im 4,154

OFClLaid  Telecom fowers  Staons Conmected | Tacde fupment_ Locomotives |t has been developed by the Research Design
e TRAINED WORKFORCE anf:I Standards Organisation (RDSO) under Indian
Railways.
. l 40,000"" Technicians & Operators Trained
8 SAFETY IMPACT 3. Kavach relies solely on satellite-based navigation
Railway Accidents Reduced by Nearly 90% for preventing train collisions.

2014: 135 Incidents : NOW: 11 Incidents

Which of the statements given above is/are

= ! correct?
e TR A.1and2only

B. 2 and 3 only
C.land 3 only
D.1,2and3 Answer: A. 1 and 2 only
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19" Dec 2025
1. SabhaSaar Initiative
2. Hormuz Island

3. Regional Rural Banks (RRBs)

4. Telecom Technology Development Fund (TTDF) Scheme

1. SabhaSaar Initiative

WHY IN NEWS Recently, the Union Minister informed the Rajya

Sabha about the SabhaSaar initiative

Q1. SabhaSaar Initiative directly supports which of the

following?

1. Informed citizen participation in democracy
2. Awareness about legislative discussions
3. Digital governance and e-democracy

Select the correct answer using the code below:

A. 1lonly
B.1and 2 only
C.1,2and3

D. 2 and 3 only

Answer: C. 1,2 and 3

2. Hormuz Island

s\ FEATURES oF SABHASAAR INITIATIVE s

% Al-Powered Summarisation of Panchayat Meetings

o) 3
L g - ulbBuR
Brings Uniformit . o
_— in Mgeeting Minute)s, Gramsuan| | @ Bhashini
| ’ L —
Using e-Gi j Login Credenti:
. . ay
Cy\ IndiaAl | Developed Using I|:|d.|a Al Compute o
. Portal & Bhashini Platform \

+ Generates minutes from videos/audio, translates them into chosen languages

like Hindi, Bengali, Tamil, Telugu, Marathi, Gujarati & English

S

=
£¢

ial.

« Panchayat officials upload recordings using e-Gr aj login cr:

+” Brings uniformity & transparency to Gram Sabha meetings across the country

« Ideal for panchayats, administrative bodies, and rural development projects

HE! Streamlines : Instant q ok LN‘\
=4/ Documentation ‘ A to Insight o ) o 4
W/ Docu i L} Access toInsights &\; \‘, ’

> $ 4 ® Empowers Stakeholders
(LGP \\ % ;

Ao, &ﬁeﬁ,ru‘

WHY IN NEWS A breathtaking natural phenomenon recently turned Iran's Hormuz Island into a global talking point,
as its coastlines transformed into a surreal blood-red landscape overnight

Q1. With reference to the Hormuz Islands, consider the following statements:

1. They are located near the Strait of Hormuz.
2. They have strategic importance for global oil trade.

3. They are volcanic islands.
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Which of the statements given above are correct? HORM UZ lSLAN D
A.1and 2 only Lo Rainbow Island of Iran in the Strait of Hormuz
B. 2 and 3 only 9 Hilly Island of Iran on the '
Strait of Hormuz, 8 km off coast
C.1 and 3 Only | Area: 41.9 sq.km
D.1,2and3

Answer: A. 1 and 2 only

Explanation:

e Hormuz Islands are near the Strait of Hormuz. ‘Rainbow Island’ Known for [ Govereq by S
e The region is critical for global energy shipping Unique Scenery and Colorful Soil | and Volcanic Ash
¢ Soil and Water Are Salty
routes. Due to Lack of Precipitation
e The islands are not volcanic; they are known for salt
domes and mineral-rich formations.

Mosﬂy Red Landscape Due to
High Concentration of Iron Oxnde
(Hematite)

When Waves Hit the Island s Sand,
They Turn Pink

1 Mostly Barren Hormuz Village Is the I R TR :
- Only Permanent Settlement Colors to Be Seen in the Sand and Soil
-~ Include Red, Gold, Silver, White

 Fishing is the Main Source
of Income on the Island

~ Bandari Ethnic Group
Native to the Island

REGIONAL RURAL BANKS ;

. Driving Financial Inclusion in Rural Areas

9 Established under Regional Rural Banks Act, 1976,
% following the Narasimham Committee on
S Rural Credit Recommendation (1975)

Origin: 4 , ; e 3. Regional Rural Banks (RRBs)

Established under
Regional Rural Banks Act, 1976,
following the Narasimham o

Committee on Rural Credit @ 2

Recommendation (1975) j
m Rathama Grameen Bank

established 2" October 1975

WHY IN NEWS The Finance Ministry recently unveiled a
new logo for Regional Rural Banks (RRBs) to signify a single
and unified brand identity

Q1. Consider the following statements regarding
RRBs:

1. They are jointly owned by the Central
Government, State Government, and a Sponsor Bank.
2. They operate in all districts of India.
R o Weaker Sections . .
i, 3. NABARD exercises supervisory control over
—r Providing Banking facilities to p 2 .
@ Ruraland Semi-Urban Areas | RRBs.
e Carrying out Government Operations ‘1 Central Gov: 50%

like disbursement of MGNREGA wages, | Sponsor Bank: 35% b - 4 . )
distribution of pensions, etc. R . oo _ Which of the statements given above are correct?
rorty Secor

e  Lending Goal: I Fy il A.1and 2 only
& NABARD 75% ot s Central Govt: 509 B.1and 3 only

| totaladvances e Sponsor Bank: @ E?r
LGk  « Sponsor Bank: 35% <8  C.2and3only

| e Small & Marginal Farmers e Agricultural Labourers Socio-Economically

A
28 RRBs currently operate with a network of more than 22,000 branches in over 700 D. 1’ 2 an d 3 N
' & 0
S —ifs Answer: B. 1 and 3 only an
o

STATS:
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Explanation:

e Ownership is shared among Centre (50%), State (15%), and Sponsor Bank (35%).
e RRBs operate in notified districts of specific states, not all districts.
e NABARD supervises RRBs.

4. Telecom Technology Development Fund (TTDF) Scheme

WHY IN NEWS The Minister of State for Communications and Rural Development recently said that as of
10.12.2025, 136 projects amounting to Rs 542.22 crores have been approved under the Telecom Technology
Development Fund (TTDF) Scheme to different IITs, NITs, MSMEs, startups, and research institutions.

About Telecom Technology Development Fund (TTDF) Scheme

e Itis aflagship scheme of the Department of Telecommunications (DoT) launched in 2022.

e [t aims to fund research and development (R&D) in rural-specific communication technology applications.

e It encourages collaboration among academia, startups, research institutes, and industry stakeholders to drive
innovation.

e The scheme provides milestone-based financial assistance to eligible entities, ensuring ease of compliance and
adequate funding.

e It supports the development of state-of-the-art telecom solutions in key sectors such as education, agriculture,
health, and water management.

e  Funding under the scheme is provided through the Digital Bharat Nidhi (formerly known as the Universal Service
Obligation Fund (USOF)).

e |t facilitates the development, pilot testing, and adoption of new telecom technologies, particularly for
deployment in rural and remote areas

20" Dec 2025

1. Hainan Island

2. Antariksh Prayogshala

3. TIDE 2.0 Scheme

4. Indian Coast Guard (ICG) Ship Amulya

5. Doppler Weather Radar

1. Hainan Island

WHY IN NEWS China recently split off Hainan Island, with an economy comparable to a mid-ranked country,
from the mainland for customs processing, part of a bid to join a major trans-Pacific trade deal and establish a new
Hong Kong-style commercial hub.
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Q1. Consider the following statements about Hainan
Island:

1. Itis the southernmost province of China.

2. ltis separated from mainland China by the Taiwan
Strait.

3. Haikou is the capital of Hainan Province.

Which of the statements given above are correct?

A.1and 2 only
B.1and 3 only
C.2and 3 only
D.1,2and3

Answer: B. 1 and 3 only

Explanation:

¢ Hainan is China’s southernmost province

¢ It is separated by the Qiongzhou Strait, not the Taiwan
Strait

¢ Haikou is the provincial capital

Antarlksh Prayogshala
* f(Space Labs) —

: =" An Initiative of the Indlan Natnonal Space "
L™ Promotion and Authorisation Centre @ IN-SPACE) b

Creating State-of-the-Art Space Labs
Wnthln Indian Academic Institutions

~ Provide hands-on training to |
E\/p students pursuing space tech |
~—_y) courses i

Evaluation & ranking by
Empowered Committee
((Z9)

4, Institutions
from different zones |
across the country |
to be selected in
phased manner |

Final Selections on a
Zone-Wise Basis

>~ One lab proposed in each | [ /G = 1e EW. LTI A | VBN . X
zone to ensure balanced |
regional representation O Single-window nodal agency in

the Department of Space (DOS)

Financial Supportofu « ) Facilitates private sector :
75% of total project cos! participation in the space sector
Capped at ¥5 crore per institution v ) Promotes, enables, authorizes
| & supervise space activities of
> Milestone-linked basis i Non-Governmental Entities (NGES)
. ) Facilitates sharing & establishment

of space infrastructure facilities

I 8inlerface between ISRO
& NGEs

» Building launch vehicles & satellites
il - > Providing space-based services

KAS/ACF/PSI/VO/AO &AAO/RFO

7~ Hainan Island ————

T, FHreeg ceas
“The Hawaii of China”
| <

Largest Island of China
35,400 sq.km
Population: 10 Million p =

210km =
s * North to South

Formed by ert in the
Miocene & Pliocene Epochs _
7(237 t0 2.6 Million Years Ago) . Gateway Between :
- Indian Ocean &

Pacific Ocean

China’s Largest
Free Trade Port _
7 I} e

Connecting
Northeast Asia
& Southeast Asia _

2. Antariksh Prayogshala

WHY IN NEWS The Indian National Space
Promotion and Authorisation Centre (IN-SPACe)
recently rolled out a Request for Proposal (RfP) to
establish Antariksh Prayogshala (Space Labs) at
select academic institutions across India

Q1. With reference to Antariksh
Prayogshala, consider the following fields of
research:

Life sciences

Material sciences

Space medicine
Astrophysical observation

PwnNPE

Which of the above are likely to be
supported?

A.1,2and 3 only
B.1and 4 only
C.2and 4 only
D.1,2,3and 4

Answer: A. 1, 2 and 3 only
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3. TIDE 2.0 Scheme

WHY IN NEWS Recently, the Union Minister for Electronics and Information Technology informed the
Rajya Sabha about the TIDE 2.0 Scheme.

About TIDE 2.0 Scheme

e The “Technology Incubation and Development of Entrepreneurs 2.0 (TIDE 2.0)” Scheme was launched
in the year 2019.

e |t promotes technology-based entrepreneurship by providing financial & technical support to
incubators engaged in supporting ICT startups primarily engaged in using emerging technologies such
as loT, Al, Block-chain, Robotics etc.

Features of TIDE 2.0 Scheme

o It is implemented through empowering 51 incubators in India and handholding close to 2000 tech
start-ups over a period of 5 years.

e These selected incubators are located in the Institutes of Higher Learning and premier R&D
organizations across the country.

e These incubators provide startups with requisite expertise, industry linkages and ecosystem
partnerships etc.

e Under TIDE 2.0, Centres of Excellence in Intellectual Property Rights (CoE-IP) are also established to
encourage or support Startups/SMEs/academia/inventors in the Electronics and IT domain.

e These CoE provide various IP related services, awareness creation and training.

e It complements other Government initiatives such as GENESIS, SAMRIDH, Startup India and sector-
specific innovation programmes

4. Indian Coast Guard (ICG) Ship Amulya

It is the third in the series of eight
new-generation Adamya-class

‘ | GOA :
WHY IN NEWS Recently, the Indian Coast Guard (ICG) Ship et . T
‘Amulya’ was commissioned in Goa

Q1. ICGS Amulya, recently commissioned into the
Indian Coast Guard fleet, belongs to which class of
vessels?

A. Vikram-class Offshore Patrol Vessel B Z‘évv":ﬁié’gefﬁ :r?glor?els(w | o et
B. Samudra-class Pollution Control Vessel : : 1500 e
C. Adamya-class Fast Patrol Vessel : -ﬁﬁﬁ'm‘y’ o
D. Saryu-class Corvette : >
W|II undertake functions like Survelllance Interdiction, e 4
Answer: C. Adamya-class Fast Patrol Vessel S‘“"" R ESENE ANt S UG Qfemtians o P i WA

Explanation: Amulya is the third vessel in the
new-generation Adamya-class Fast Patrol Vessel =)
series built for the Indian Coast Guard. fance Inerdicion Search & Fescue  Anismuggling

Will undertake functions like Surveillance, Interdiction,

Wwill Be Based at Paradip, Odisha,
Operating Under the Commander,
Coast Guard Region (North East)

Search & Rescue Anti- Smuggllng Operations,
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5. Doppler Weather Radar

WHY IN NEWS Recently, the
Minister of State for Earth Science
informed that there are currently
47 Doppler weather radars
(DWRs) across the country to
survey weather patterns and
forecast

Radar

Returning Echoes

About Doppler Weather Radar

e A Doppler radar is a specialized radar that uses the Doppler effect to produce velocity data about objects at a
distance.
e These radar systems can provide information regarding the movement of targets as well as their position.

Working of Doppler weather Radars

e Inradars, a beam of energy, called radio waves, is emitted from an antenna.
e When this beam strikes an object in the atmosphere, the energy scatters in all directions, with some reflecting
directly back to the radar.

e The larger the object deflecting the beam, the greater is the amount of energy that the radar receives in return.
e Observing the time required for the beam to be transmitted and returned to the radar allows weather
forecasting departments to “see” raindrops in the atmosphere, and measure their distance from the radar.

e Types of weather Radar Bands: Varying frequencies like S-band, C-band and X-band — are commonly used by

the IMD in India.

Applications of Doppler weather Radars

e [tis used to track the movement of weather systems and cloud bands, and gauge rainfall over its coverage area
of about 500 km.
e An X-band radar is used to detect thunderstorms and lightning, whereas a C-band radar helps in cyclone tracking

21" Dec 2025
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1. Netherlands

WHY IN NEWS Recently, the Indian defence Minister and
the Foreign Minister of the Netherlands reaffirmed the
strong and steadily expanding defence partnership
between the two nations

S Bordering Countries: It is bordered by Germany
| in the east; and Belgium in the south.
Germany |
Maritime Borders: it is bounded by the North Sea
N J in the north and west.

Q1. Consider the following straits/seas: | Sapitalicity: Ansteda

English Channel 3 gt )

» Three primary geographic regions form the
Skagerrak Netherlands:
Kattegat » The Lowlands

PwWNPE

| » Veluwe & Utrecht Hill Ridge
| » Limburg Hills oy

Strait of Dover

H . ARi : Rhi 0 B
Which of the above connect the North Sea with ! i e A e '
— |

| Port of Rotterdam is the country’s ports ‘ e
other water bodies? | &M along the North Sea .7l Vaalserberg
| b -~ Highest point on
; | Climate: Temperate; Marine; Cool Summers and Mild continental Nether-
A. 1 and 2 Only | J .. Winters  lands at 322 m

B.1,2and 4 only ‘ b o~ Bapuafresosirees % Natural Gas &
: :2% Natural Gas &
C.2and 3 only

5, Petroleum g ]
D.1,2,3and 4 @ Peat { == e L

|, Petroleum b
|

& Limestone . Limestone
= Salt

Answer: B. 1, 2 and 4 only

Explanation: Countries bordering the North Sea are
United Kingdom, Norway, Denmark, Germany,
Netherlands, Belgium

e English Channel / Strait of Dover - Connects
North Sea with the Atlantic Ocean

e Skagerrak - Connects North Sea with Kattegat - Baltic Sea

e Kattegat does NOT directly connect with the North Sea

2. Sashastra Seema Bal (SSB)

WHY IN NEWS The Prime Minister, Narendra Modi,
recently extended his greetings to all personnel
associated with the Sashastra Seema Bal on their
Raising Day

About Sashastra Seema Bal (SSB)

. The Sashastra Seema Bal, previously known
as the Special Service Bureau, was established on 15
March 1963 after the Sino—Indian Conflict of 1962.

. It was created with the objective of guarding
India’s international borders with Nepal and Bhutan.
. SSB is a part of the Central Armed Police

Forces (CAPF) and falls under the Ministry of Home
Affairs.
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Role of SSB:

e The primary responsibility of SSB is to protect the safety of India’s designated borders with neighbouring nations
Nepal and Bhutan.

e To foster an understanding of security among people residing in those border communities.

e To stop smuggling, illegal immigration, and other transnational crimes.

e To stop unlawful entry or exit on or from the Indian Border.

e To implement social responsibility initiatives in the relevant jurisdiction, for instance, establishing schools,
buildings, restrooms, and roads by a border region development plan.

o To perform any additional tasks, such as UN missions, Law & Order missions, Counter The uprising Operations,
Election duty, the central government may assign.

e Organisation: Headed by a Director General (IPS officer or senior CAPF officer); includes infantry-style battalions,
specialized units (engineering, signals, medical, dog squads), and training centers

3. Kavachi Volcano

WHY IN NEWS Scientists recently reported a rare footage

showing sharks living inside Kavachi volcano near the Shallow Submarine Volcano in' <.
: ; . the South Pacific O e
Solomon Islands, challenging assumptions about marine AR U e 5 e

survival in extreme volcanic environments : < S South
Pacific

Q1. Consider the following statements about

Kavachi Volcano: Solomon
H H Locatlon South of Remote
1. Itis a submarine volcano that frequently B ehauhu i e
erupts above sea level. . |_Solomon Islands
. .re . . 5 el B
2. ltis located along the Pacific Ring qf Fire. 4 Pacific Ring of Fire: §its o i
3. It has permanently formed a large island 7 tectonically active Pacific Ring of Fire

above sea level.

Which of the statements given above are correct?

A.1and 2 only , :

» It is one of the world’s few
B.2and3 Only | active undersea volcanogs
C.1land 3 only
D.1,2and 3

Island-Building Events

4 » Eruptions Produce Steam, Ash
Lava & Water Discoloration

Explanation: £ » New Islands Form But Qui
« Kavachi is submarine and eruptions often break HgPeDue toWayenction

the sea surface

¢ It lies along the Pacific Ring of Fire

¢ Any island formed is temporary and quickly
eroded

Answer: A. 1 and 2 only

-4 » Documented Eruptions

4. Bharat Taxi Initiative

WHY IN NEWS Recently, the Government of India has launched Bharat Taxi initiative
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Q1. Consider the following statements regarding the
Bharat Taxi Initiative:

1. Itis a digital platform providing taxi services across
major tourist destinations.

2. It aims to integrate local taxi operators into a
national network.
3. Itis a subsidy scheme for electric vehicle purchase.

Which of the statements given above are correct?

A.1land 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C.1land 3 only
D.1,2and3

Answer: A. 1 and 2 only

Explanation:

¢ Bharat Taxi is a technology-enabled taxi aggregation
platform

¢ It integrates local cab operators

¢ It is not an EV subsidy scheme

5. Udanti Sitanadi Tiger Reserve

KAS/ACF/PSI/ VO/AO &AAO/ RFO

; A Flrst-of its-| kmd Cooperatlve—Drlven, Citizen-First »
; National Ride-Hailing Initiative

Developed Under the Union Mlnlstry of Cooperation
& National e-Governance Division (NeGD)
= !V ~ India’s First Cooperative Taxi Network
|~ Enabling Drivers to Become Shareholders
; & Co-Owners

jomtly Promoted By Leadlng Cooperati
& Financial Institutions ,

g
b e
=) )

- (©)NABARD ) ND

3 ]olntlyPromon:d By Leadlng GNDDB and NCEL
| Cooperative & Financial Institutions

" Drivers can purchase shares an
become cooperative members,
giving them transparency and
decision-making power.

Fares will remain predictable,
with no surge charges.

will connect with government
platforms such as DigiLocker,
UMAN:K API Se'tu %

s Gand > Fares will remain predictable,

Platform Integration & Technical - 02 surgech g -

Architecture. Integration of the:

Ensuring adherence to
‘Government of india’s data pro'tech
_norms and rity stand.
~and advusmgonmbuﬁhadm
L% AR,

WHY IN NEWS Forest authorities recently arrested 53 persons for attempting to encroach upon protected land

within the Udanti Sitanadi Tiger Reserve, Chhattisgarh
About Udanti Sitanadi Tiger Reserve

e [tislocated in the state of Chhattisgarh.

e It was established by joining the regions
represented by Sitanadi and Udanti wildlife
sanctuaries.

e Thedrainage system of the reserve consists of the
Mahanadi as the main river, along with the
Udanti, Sitanadi, Indravan, and Pairi Rivers as
tributaries.

e Thelocation of the reserve is strategic since it also
connects with the Kanker and North Kondagaon
forest divisions, forming a contiguous forest
corridor to Indravati Tiger Reserve in the Bastar
region.

e [t covers an area of about 1,842 sq.km.

e There are 19 named mountains in the reserve.
Deo Dongri is the highest point. The most
prominent mountain is Atanga Dongar

About Udanti Sitanadi Tiger Reserve

Udanti-Sitanadi Tiger Reserve: It is in the Gariaband
district of Chhattisgarh. It was established in
2008-09 by merging two separate wildlife sanctuaries
(Udanti and Sitanadi Wildlife Sanctuaries).
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1. Syria
2. Raccoon Roundworm
3. World Anti-Doping Agency

4, Southern Ocean

1. Syria

WHY IN NEWS Recently, the US military carried out a
strike against the Islamic State group in Syria

Q1. Consider the following statements about the
Golan Heights:

1. ltislocated between Israel and Syria.

It overlooks the Jordan Rift Valley.

3. It provides strategic military advantage due to
its elevation.

N

Which of the statements given above are correct?

A.1and 2 only
B.1and 3 only
C.2and 3 only
D.1,2and 3

Answer: D. 1,2 and 3

2. Raccoon Roundworm

WHY IN NEWS Recently, Europe is on alert after a new
study revealed the raccoon roundworm, Baylisascaris
procyonis, has firmly taken hold in wild raccoons across
nine countries

About Raccoon Roundworm

e The raccoon roundworm (Baylisascaris procyonis) is
the common large roundworm or ascarid found in the
small intestinal tract of raccoons.

e [t infects raccoons in parts of North America, Europe
and Japan, and less commonly in South America.

Location Itis located on the east coast of the Medlterranan Sea
in southwestern Asia.

~ Bordering Countries: It is bordered by Turké); :
? in the North, Lebanon in the West, Iraq =
In the East, Jordan in the South and

. Geographlcal Features of Syna
> syrlas geography offers two major reglons

L4 <
Mt Hermon
(2,814 m)
~flows across Syria before e
< entenng Iraq

nan-made reservoir), created Y
adam on the Euphrates ive . Ensuring adherenceto 7
L Govemment of india’s data
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The parasite is indigenous to North America and emerging in Europe and Asia after the introduction of North
American raccoons for the commercial fur trade in the early 20th century.
e It can cause severe disease in humans and other animals.

e  Primary Hosts of Raccoon Roundworm: Racoons (Procyon lotor), Wild and domestic canids

WORLD 3. World Anti-Doping Agency

ANTI-DOPING —
AGENCY

WHY IN NEWS Recently, for the third consecutive
year, India has topped the World Anti-Doping Agency’s
(WADA) global list of offenders

Established in 1999 as an international independent agency tolead
a collaborative worldwide movement for doping-free sport. s Q1. The World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA)

T was established in:
A. 1989
B. 1995
C. 1999
D. 2005

Role: To develop, harrnonize and coordinate e,
anti-doping rules and policies across all
sports and countries.

Answer: C. 1999

is jointly composed of
2 ¥ - A
B B ocoqo Oy
| Olympic Movement: (OC
|4 2 Nanonal Olymplc Committees .

~ » International Sports Federations, B Consists of 16 member to which the |

¢ and athletes) ¥e_— % 3. Board delegates the management
and running of the agency, including

Reprasentauves of govemments the performance of all its activities
from all five continents  BFMAER  and the administration of its assets

Executive Commiittee (EXCo)

Governance Structure of World Anti-Doping Agency

Consists of 42 memberanditisthe ~ » Cm15|s1sof16membeftowmd1me
agencys highest pohq—maklng body, w
jointly composed of: ‘g—. o i and running of all its activities a

._representatives of the the administration of its assets ~<¢isl

4. Southern Ocean

WHY IN NEWS Recently, scientists have found the Southern Ocean mitigates global surface warming by taking up a
large portion of the carbon released by human activities

About Southern Ocean

e The Southern Ocean is also known as the Antarctic Ocean, is the fourth-largest ocean by surface area.

e The International Hydrographic Organization describes the Southern Ocean as the World Ocean’s southernmost
portion.

e |tis located on the lower end of the Pacific, Atlantic, and Indian Ocean, and includes the tributary seas around
the Antarctic region.

e Itis known for its strong winds, intense storms, dramatic seasonal changes and cold temperatures.

e [t is dominated by the Antarctic Circumpolar Current (ACC) which isthe longest, strongest, deepest-reaching
current on earth.

e  Formation: It was formed around 34 million years ago when Antarctica and South America drifted apart, creating
the Drake Passage.
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e Biodiversity: Powerful currents, cold temperatures and nutrient and oxygen-rich waters make the Southern
Ocean one of the most productive marine ecosystems on Earth.

Role of Southern Ocean

e It plays an important role in the circulation of water around the globe.
e It also plays a key role in regulating the earth’s climate through its currents, seasonal sea ice and by
absorbing heat and carbon dioxide from the atmosphere

23" Dec 2025

1. Anjadip Ship

2. Mars Atmosphere and Volatile EvolutioN (MAVEN) Mission
3. Financial Fraud Risk Indicator (FRI).

4. Khwaja Moinuddin Chishti

5. Bhima River

1. Anjadip Ship s/
Y /2N l [1GGP\
4 & INS ANJADIP
WHY IN NEWS Recently, the Anjadlp Anti-Submarine Warfare Built by Anti-Submarine Warfare Shallow Water Craft !

Shallow Water Craft was delivered to the Indian Navy at Chennai [ S8 et Anjadip kstand |
Off Karwar, Karnataka,

Q1. The primary operational role of INS Anjadip includes:

1. Anti-submarine warfare ‘
2. Coastal surveillance T ——— , ECINS Anjapip

Petya Class Corvette
(Decemiisioned in 2003)

3. Mine laying in deep seas ——— m o3
ying P 9200 Tons  |d < ONaﬁ'calMilesr

Displaceqent

Select the correct answer using the code below:

A.1and 2 only
B. 1 only f
C.2and 3 only 7 LagestIndian Naval Simamms
D.1,2and3 Ship with Waterjet Propulsion 7
— Enhanced Capabilities —

Answer: A. 1 and 2 only - s —=— i
Explanation: ASW-SWC ships are meant for anti- ing g7 B o

4

Surveillance §& Operatiol

submarine operations and coastal surveillance,
especially in shallow waters, not deep-sea mine laying.
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2. Mars Atmosphere and Volatile EvolutioN

(MAVEN) Mission & LR

WHY IN NEWS NASA has lost contact with its Mars
Atmosphere and Volatile Evolution (MAVEN) spacecraft,
the Mars orbiter that has worked for more than a decade

to study how the planet’s atmosphere is escaping into e E— et T
Space NOVEMBER 2013 . ¥ EVERY 3.5 HOURS

ARRIVED = = GETS AS CLOSE AS

/ s 0 KM TO SURFACE
Q1. The Mars Atmosphere and Volatile EvolutioN [t <53 L. S

(MAVEN) mission was launched by:

A.ISRO
B. NASA
C. ESA . S
Part of NASA’s Mars Exploration Program,
D. CNSA §-surveying the upper atmosphere to understand Attmosphefic

how Mars lost much of its early atmosphere Particles Escaping
- . to Space

Answer: B. NASA

Explanation: MAVEN is a NASA mission dedicated to

studying the Martian atmosphere. R PR, P m}

| Instrument Package Spectrometer

3

Studies Solar ‘Studies the =5 = Studies Composition
Wind's Impact on Upper Atmosphere: . of the Upper Atmosphere
Mars’s lonosphere — E

MAVEN found that Mars lost about 2/3 of its "«

Launched in May 202 early atmosphere to space..

Telecommunications (DoT's Digital- Intelligence Unit (DIU)

CLASSIFICATION OF MOBILE NUMBERS BASED ON FINANCIAL FRAUD RISK:

[ MEDIUM RISK ST 7 . . . .
b 3. Financial Fraud Risk Indicator (FRI).
Mobile Numbers Classified into Medium, t

High, and VEry High Risk based on A

Likelihood of Involvement in Financial Fraud WHY IN NEWS The Department of Telecommunications

Draves Compreehensive Anaes rom vane (DoT) recently said that the financial fraud risk indicator (or

;‘_ﬁ' | DoT’s telligencelShared by FRI) has prevented potential losses of X660 crore across the
W == oo P LA hanking ecosystem within six months of the rollout of this

DoT's Chakshu Institutions |
e | i oo et ‘ i
NCRP: National Cybercrime | DoT's Chakshu | Banks | NFFCs

Reporting Portal Platform Payment Providers

initiative

HOW ADVANCE NOTIFICATION HELPS PREVENT FRAUD?

W, Flagged * R - DoT's Digital Intelligence Unit (DIU)

by Stakeholder

onnected Numbers Linked to Cybercrime
and Failed Verifications

£® Cybererime Involvement Failed Verification | & Exceeding Usage Limits

FRI Helps Financial Institutions Assess Risks in Real Time
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4. Khwaja Moinuddin Chishti

WHY IN NEWS The Supreme Court recently declined
urgent hearing of a plea against the practice of state-
sponsored ceremonial honours or offering a 'Chadar' by
the Prime Minister at the Dargah of Khwaja Moinuddin
Chishti, in Ajmer

Q1. Consider the following statements about
Khwaja Moinuddin Chishti:

1. He emphasized love, compassion, and service

to humanity.

2. Heavoided royal patronage and lived a simple
life.

3. He propagated Islam through force and state
power.

Which of the statements given above are
correct?

A.1and 2 only

B. 1 only

C.2and 3 only

D.1,2and3

Answer: A. 1 and 2 only

Explanation: Chishti Sufism stressed peaceful
propagation, not force

e Western Ghats (west)
Balaghat Range (north)

Dramage'xreaf/
Western Ghats (west)

-ayani River P Sina & Nira—
ula River
utha River
avana River

P

o3 Spvrltual Slgnlﬁcance

Pandhar| pul
located on the rig

Indrayani Riy Mula River Mutha River Pavana River

00 FORESIGHT
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KHWAJA
MOINUDDIN
CHISHTI

Also Known as - Gharib Nawaz
“Benefactor of the Poor”

& Birth & Early Learning > | €«
e Born in 1141 CE in Sistan, Persia. |

e Studied in Samarkand & Bukhara, °
famed Islamic learning centres

¢

e -

His Shrine - A

. Came to India around 1192

Braught Sufi Chishti Order

to India. e Settled in Ajmer.

e Passed away in 1236 CE,
buried in Ajmer.

; a Started by saint Abu IShaq ‘

Shaml in Chisht, Afghanistan” - |

@ Love forall people

o Started by saint Abu Ishaq

Shami in Chisht. e g e

e \ o {@) Living a simple life

e Thrives in Afghanistan, s 3
India & South Asia .

. :) Listening to spiritual music called

Qawwali, to feel closer to Cod e

el

WHY IN NEWS  Recently, the Karnataka government
urged the central government’s intervention over
Maharashtra’s excess use of Bhima river water

Q1. The Bhima River flows through which of the
following states?

1. Maharashtra

2. Karnataka

3. Andhra Pradesh
4. Telangana

Select the correct answer using the code below:
A.1and 2 only

B. 2 and 3 only

C.1,2,and 3 only

D.1,2,3,and 4 Answer: A. 1 and 2 only

15 &= Helping the poor and needy.

o ¥ Being tolerant and peaceful.

= The ChlShtl Order s Beliefs

The Chishti Order is a branch of Sufism.
Sufism is a way of Islam that focuses on
finding a deeper, personal connection with God.

l
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1. SHAKTI Scholars Young Research Fellowship
2. India's Largest Circular Stone Labyrinth

3. Akash-NG Missile System

4. Mukundra Hills Tiger Reserve (MHTR).

5. INSV Kaundinya

1. SHAKTI Scholars Young Research Fellowship -

WHY IN NEWS Recently, the National Commission for @} |

Women launched ‘SHAKTI Scholars’ young research Natit;:AanIIg::;:s:on
r Women

fellowship on women-centric policy issues

vz

Research

Q1. Which of the following thematic areas are included Fe"°Wshllr>

under the SHAKTI Scholars Fellowship?

1. Women'’s safety and dignity

. . e ?-Supportngmergmg Scholars in Researching Women s I St
2. Cyber safety and POSH implementation ~.
. q * A 6-Month Program Aimed at Supporting Emerging Scholars in
3. Space science and astrophy5|cs Ba Researching Women'’s Issues in India
Objectives of SHAKTI Scholars Young Research Fellowship
Select the correct answer using the code below: 5‘3 ® Encourage research on women'’s issues from ( Duration: 6 months.
| ltudlsapllnary perspective.
A.1 and 2 onl & 2l Research areas:
Y | ® Promote academic and policy-oriented studies & Women's Safety & Dignity
B.2 and 3 on |y | that contribute to gender equality, safety, e dvy ; E
! and empowerment. B e"'eR' t:e&Aclo e"tce 2
C.land3 Only ! ® Provide opportunities for young scholars to of CeygI:er gqfety g5 10 JUsid
D. 1' 2 and 3 engage in meaningful research that can support & TaplenieRttioR of PO

the Commission’s mandate
; : Framework etc.

Eligibility for SHAKTI Scholars Young Research Fellowship

:"T- Nationality & Age

Answer: A. 1 and 2 only ——— Support

. . Open to Indian é&""’?‘\ Selected candidates

Explanation: The fellowship covers women’s safety, citizens aged 1 1ok | Vil eceivea — 4
“o1 between 21 and research grantof =

dignity, gender-based violence, legal rights, cyber 30yearswho 2" Js1Lakh

hold at least a to undertake a six-month's stuﬁ

safety, POSH implementation, leadership, economic - ¢ © graduation degree | 1'%
. J m a recognised institution.. |
empowerment, etc., but not space science. pRoiey

Eligib |ty for SHAKTI Scholars Young Research Fe”OWShlp

Preference is given to the pright bank of the Bhima River.

2. India's Largest Circular Stone Labyrinth

WHY IN NEWS Archaeologists recently discovered a remarkable circular stone labyrinth in the Boramani grasslands
of Solapur, Maharashtra, identified as the largest of its kind ever recorded in India
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About India's Largest Circular Stone Labyrinth HlSTORIC DlSCOVERY!

e It was discovered in the Boramani grasslands of Solapur,
Maharashtra.

e It is approximately 50 feet by 50 feet in size and has 15
concentric circles formed from small stone blocks.

e The rings guide movement inward toward a tightly coiled
spiral at the center, creating a design that reflects both
precision and symbolic intent.

e This structure dates back to nearly 2,000 years ago and is
linked to Indo-Roman trade during the Satavahana dynasty
period.

e The presence of soil accumulation between the stone rings
shows that this structure has remained untouched for several
centuries.

e Its design resembles classical labyrinth forms found in
Mediterranean cultures, including motifs seen on Roman-era
coins, while also incorporating a central spiral associated in
India with the concept of the Chakravyuh.

India's Largest 2,000-Year-Old
Circular Stone Labyrinth Unearthed
in Maharashtra's Boramani Linked

to Satavahana Indo Roman Trade

e The Chakravylha is a complex military formation described
in the Hindu epic Mahabharata, designed to encircle and
overwhelm enemies through multiple defensive layers

AKASH-NG MISSILE SYSTEM

NEXT-GENERATION SURFACE-TO-AIR DEFENCE

3. Akash-NG Missile System

Lataaliet) ) L d - WHY IN NEWS The Defence Research and
e s ' | Development Organisation (DRDO) has successfully
completed the User Evaluation Trials of the Next
Generation Akash missile (Akash-NG) system recently

Q1. Consider the following statements regarding
the Akash-NG missile:
LIGHTER & ADVANCED

350 KG (V5 20 KG omown) _ o I\ 1. Itis anindigenously developed surface-to-air

; . missile by DRDO.

DUAL-PULSE ADVAN(ED RADARS C2 SYSTEMS

ROCKET MOTOR

RANGE: ur10 30 KM
ALTITUDE: upT018 KM

RF SEEKER

ENGAGE UP T0 10 TARGETS SIMULTANEOUSLY
y

FIRING RATE: T MISSILE EVERY 10 SECONDS

2. Akash-NG has a range of approximately 50—60
km and uses a ramjet propulsion system.

3. It can simultaneously engage multiple aerial
targets and is equipped with an advanced active
radar seeker.

Which of the statements given above is/are
correct?

Options:

A.1and 2 only
B. 1and 3 only
C.2and 3 only

D.1,2,and 3 Answer: B. 1 and 3 only
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4. Mukundra Hills Tiger Reserve (MHTR).

WHY IN NEWS To promote tourism and wildlife
conservation, the Mukundra Hills Tiger Reserve (MHTR)
administration in Kota launched a poster and trailer of
a documentary entitled "Enchanting Mukundra"
recently

Q1. Consider the following statements regarding
Mukundra Hills:

1. Mukundra Hills is a wildlife sanctuary located
in Rajasthan.

2. Itis known for the reintroduction of tigers
under Project Tiger.

3. The Chambal River flows through this
sanctuary.

Which of the statements given above is/are
correct?

Options:
A.1and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C.land 3 only
D.1,2,and 3

Answer: A. 1 and 2 only

TRADh:lONALLY STITCHED SHIP INSPIRED BY ANCIENT MARITIME TR‘A‘bI:I'IONS

INT INITIATIVE OF :
INDIAN NAVY

wg;":ts:"}yof HOD!

Innovationss

‘who sailed to Southeast Asia about
000 years ago

e Built by Kerala artlsans, using
nut fibre, coir rope, wooden
nery, nawral resms, and cotton sails

dary Indian mariner 3
iled to Southeast Asia Gandabherunda (Mythical |
ut 2,000 years ago two-headed eagle) sym

HAS of the Kadamba dynasty.
SIGNI Fl A NCE

- INSV Kaundlnya showcases lndla s ancient
maritime traditions, It reflects India’s historr
role in trade, cultural exchange, and modern

maritime diplomacy

arappan-style’
stone anchor
on the deck

MUKUNDRA HILLS TIGER RESERVE

LOCATED IN RAJASTHAN, INDIA

» Core/Critical Tiger Habitat; Mukundra NP, Darrah;=s
Jawahar Sagar& part of Chambal Sanctuary & =

# Located on the eastern bank of the Chambal River
and is drained by its trlbutanes

s, Rogt,
VEGETATION

e Dry Deciduous Forest e | $
CHITTORGARH
» Kala Dhok (Kaladhi), Khair; Ber, Kakan, Raun] etc.

WILDLIFE Important fauna ncladss Leopard, Sloth Bear, Nilgai, Chinkara, 3

PYTHON - RAT SNAKE - BUFF-STRIPED KEELBACK GREEN KEELBACK, CROCODILE - GHARIAL OTTER

e Common reptiles and amphibians:

« Pythons; Rat Snake, Buff-striped keelbacks,
Green Keelback, Crocodiles, Gharial, Otter, Tattle; Tu

5. INSV Kaundinya

WHY IN NEWS The Indian Navy’s pioneering stitched
vessel Indian Naval Sailing Vessel (INSV) Kaundinya will
undertake her maiden overseas voyage

Q1. Consider the following statements regarding
INSV Kaundinya:

1. INSV Kaundinya is an Indian Naval Sailing Vessel
used for long-distance oceanic expeditions.

2. It was part of the first Indian circumnavigation
of the globe under the Indian Navy’s sailing
program.

3. These vessels are primarily nuclear-powered
training ships.

Which of the statements given above is/are
correct?
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Optdions:
A.1only
B.1and 2 only
C.2and 3 only
D.1,2,and 3

Answer: B. 1 and 2 only

25™ And 26" Dec 2025
1. K-4 Missile
2. Thanjavur Painting

3. PM-SETU Scheme.

H

. Pradhan Mantri Rashtriya Bal Puraskar

5. Titan

()}

. Rashtriya Prerna Sthal

7. Minamitori Island

1. K-4 Missile K-4 MISSILE

WHY IN NEWS India tested an intermediate-range

(1 1
ballistic missile called K-4, which is designed to hit targets KALAM'4
3,500-km away, from the nuclear-powered submarine INS SLBM For ARIHANT-CLASS SUBMARINES

Arighaat in the Bay of Bengal recently.About K CARRIED N ARIHANT CLASS SUBMARINES 12 METRES TALL

Ll .
Q1. Consider the following statements regarding JEEREIGHT- 17 TONNES

the K-4 missile:

1. Itis anindigenously developed submarine-
launched ballistic missile (SLBM) by India.

2. K-4 has a range of around 3,500 km.

3. Itis designed to be deployed on Arihant-
class nuclear submarines.

L4  ADVANCED

INERTIAL

Which of the statements given above is/are
correct?

Options:
A.1and 2 only
B.1and 3 only
C.2and 3 only
D.1,2,and 3

Answer:D. 1,2,and 3
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2. Thanjavur Painting

=5 CLASSICAL ART FORM OF SOUTH IN 8 WHY IN NEWS Recently, the Department of Posts
ey — : successfully undertook the transmission of a priceless
ABbl—J?A:THAN]AVUR PAINTING  [BEB=EE0m 21/ @llE Thanjavur painting of the Shri Ram from Bengaluru to

Ayodhya using its Logistics Post service
A CLASSICAL SOUTH INDIAN ART FORM

ORIGINATING IN THANJAVUR i >
(TANJORE), TAMIL NADU & T g - il Q1. Consider the following statements regarding

AROUND 1600 AD . e e
GUE=P iy Tanjavur painting:
FLOURISHED UNDER THE

NAYAKAS oF THANJAVUR e 3 |
e , 1 ™ N 1. It originated in Tamil Nadu during the reign of

il GEOGRAPHICAL L A the Chola dynasty.

DO : 2. The paintings are characterized by the use of
gold foil, bright colors, and inlaid stones.
3. Tanjavur paintings usually depict Hindu gods
and goddesses in a richly decorated manner.

. FEATURES OF THANJAVUR PAINTING |

Which of the statements given above is/are
| CANVAS ON WOOD l RICH COLORS | @5 ¥« correct?

{| CREATED ON CANVAS il KNOWNFORTHER I8
{| AFFIXED TO WOODEN VIBRANT SHADES OF
PLANKS MADE FROM S RED, BLUE, GREEN 2 Options:

[| JACKFRUITORTEAK & = || g GOLD LEAFWORK (
BOUND wit ARABIC GUM c 2 ¥ A.land2only

GESSO WORK J g/ F.2 ¥ B.2and3only
7 _

TECHNIQUE USING GESSO = § » Pody 8 C.1and3only
(CHALK, GYPSUM & GLUE) % 2
TO CREATE EMBOSSED, 8 b W e I D.1,2,and3

PATTERNS

Answer: D. 1, 2,and 3

(o]

Skill India
e . o 2

Upgrading Institutions,

Unlocking Opportunities
WHY IN NEWS Recently, the Ministry of Skill Development and

Entrepreneurship has invited industry leaders to participate in the / PM-SETU \

3. PM-SETU Scheme.

PM-SETU scheme (Pradhan Mantri Skilling and Employability
Transformation through Upgraded ITIs)
About PM-SETU Scheme 260,000 Cr. for Transforming 1,000 ITIs

e Pradhan Mantri Skilling and Employability Transformation
through Upgraded ITls (PM-SETU) is a Centrally Sponsored
Scheme launched to strengthen India’s vocational training
ecosystem.

e |t aims to modernise the ITlI ecosystem by upgrading 1000
government ITls across India into modern, industry-aligned
training institutions

e Implementation: It is implemented as a hub-and-spoke model,
with 200 hub ITls linked to 800 spoke ITls.

e Each hub will be equipped with advanced infrastructure,
innovation and incubation centres, production units, training of
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trainer facilities, and placement services, while the spokes will extend access and outreach.
e  Financial outlay: 60,000 crore, over a five- year period.

e Nodal Ministry: Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship

." -~ PRADHAN MANTRI .-
: RASHTRIYA' BAL PURASKAR*

AL HONOUR FOR CHILDREN -‘ ¥

4. Pradhan Mantri Rashtriya Bal Puraskar

WHY IN NEWS President of India to confer the
GOVERNMENT pa= lNDlA Pradhan Mantri Rashtriya Bal Puraskar (PMRBP) to
children who have demonstrated outstanding
ORGANISED BY ' =
MINISTRY of WOMEN &' . achievements in diverse fields on 'Veer Bal Diwas'

CHILD DEVELOPMENT
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

CONFERRED ANNUALLY BY THE

Y* ART & CULT - M ICE
NVIRONMENT JAL SERVI T
BRAVER CULTURE ENVIRONMENT SOCIAL SERVICE SCIENCE & TECINOLOGY SPOR S

¢_ELIGIBILITY FOR PRADHAN MANTRI RASHTRIYA BAL PURASKAR $<~~~~-
- " ACHILD SHOULD BE AN - , ACT/

@; INDIAN CITIZEN -~ & i
B4 AGE: A CHLD ABOVE THE AGE w ’\ A‘. »
“ OF 5 YEARS AND NOT EXCEEDING »

18 YEARS (AS OF 31 JULY OF * ACT/ACHIEVEMENT SHOULD BE WITHIN - +
% .\ RrespECTIVE YEAR)¥ | 2 YEARS OF LAST DATE OF APPLICATION/
NOMINATION

'--TITAN‘

SATURN S LARGEST MOON
¥ - Vi

I % “ONLY MOON WITH A’

NUMBER OF AWARDS 25" ,- =
RELAXATION AT THE DISCRETION OF H’pﬁ
NATIONAL SELECTION COMMITTEE ™
EACH AWARDEE RECEIVES: .
* AMEDAL < A CERTIFICATE < CITATION BOOKLET :

DISCOVERED BY :
DUTCH ASTRONOMER ; DENS?ATMOSPI:I'ERE

" WAY BE RELAXED SUBJECT TO RECOMMENDATION BY THE NATIONAL SELECTION COMMITTEE

&/

5. Titan

RADIUS

WHY IN NEWS Saturn's largest moon, Titan, may not

i 50% WIDER THAN (1 600 MILES) 4
have a subsurface ocean after all, according to a re-

SECOND LARGEST MOON IN SOLAR SYSTEM

examination of data captured by NASA's Cassini Orly Jupiters moonGanymeaeis larsc il P"'Q‘;ﬁtmede
spacecraft, which flew by Titan dozens of times starting e R e ' :
in 2004 : e "y ORBIT & ROTATION
15 DAvs, 22
HOURS
Q1. Titan is a natural satellite of which planet? :
A. Jupiter
B. Saturn
C. Uranus v
D. Neptune - Gesa+ .
" JOINT PROJECT: NASA - ESA - ASI
Answer: B. Saturn « CASSINI: NASA'S FIRST ORBITER oF SATURN
Explanation: Titan is Saturn’s largest moon and e
. . . * ONE OF THE LARGEST
has a dense nitrogen-rich atmosphere, with lakes INTERPLANETARY SPACECRAFT

of liquid methane and ethane. . —

* MAY BE RELAXED SUBJECT TO RECOMMENDATION BY THE NATIONAL SELECTION COMMITTEE
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6. Rashtriya Prerna Sthal L o e L g

WHY IN NEWS  The Prime Minister recently inaugurated the
Rashtra Prerna Sthal in Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh, dedicated to the
life and ideals of former Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee,
marking his 101st birth anniversary

|
—= |
r’ WAL

About Rashtriya Prerna Sthal

——
(4

e It has been developed as a landmark national memorial and
inspirational complex of enduring national significance.

e It has been dedicated to the life and ideals of former Prime
Minister Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee.

e |tislocated on the banks of the Gomti River in Lucknow, Uttar
Pradesh.

e |tisspread across 65 acres.

e The sprawling complex also features 65-foot-high bronze
statues of BJP ideologues Syama Prasad Mookerjee and Pandit
Deendayal Upadhyaya, alongside Vajpayee.

e Each statue weighs 42 tonnes and has a water body
surrounding their platforms.

e Constructed at an approximate cost of 230 crore, the complex
is envisioned as a permanent national asset dedicated to fostering leadership values, national service, cultural
consciousness, and public inspiration.

e The complex houses a state-of-the-art museum designed in the shape of a lotus flower. It spans approximately
98,000 square feet.

e |t features five galleries and 12 interpretation walls depicting the lives, struggles, and ideologies of the three
leaders

N
e
=
-

Inaugrates Rashtriya
Prerna Sthal In Lucknow, UP

7. Minamitori Island

WHY IN NEWS Japan will conduct test mining of rare-earth-
rich mud from the deep seabed off Minamitori Island

Q1. Consider the following statements regarding Rare
Earth Metals (REMs):

1,950KM SOUTHEAST N
OF TOKYO _ 5

TOPOGRAPHY & FORMATION OF
MINAMITORI ISLAND

— S e\ Rare earth metals are a group of 17 elements
SU F A GIANT SEAMOUNT RISING FROM THE - . . . . .
SEAFLOOR LOCATED ON THE MARCUS-| Nscxsw e mcludmg Ianthanldes, scandlum, and yttrium.
O = They are called “rare” because they are found
e VNSl only in very small quantities in the Earth’s crust.
TRANSITIONAL ZONE BETWEEN ..
TROPICAL & STROTROPICAL - JCH They are critical for the manufacture of

CLIMATES

STt 0 electronics, renewable energy technologies, and
it defence equipment.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

DISCOVERED VALUABLE
MARINE MINERAL RESOURCES
SURROUNDING THE ISLAND

WHAT IS RARE-EAF 2 A.1and 2 only

* RARE-EARTH MUDS ARE PELAGIC MUDS MADE BY B.1and3 only
ACCUMULATED REMAINS OF PLANKTON IN WHICH. o .
A LARGE AMOUNT OF RARE-EARTH IS CONTAINE C' 2 and 3 Only
* DISTRIBUTED ACROSS THE OCEAN FLOOR - o D. 1,2, and 3
AS ATHIN LAYER AND CANNOT BE ~ = -
EXCAVATED DEEPLY LIKE COAL

m 'MA\'S[ RE:AXEDSUBJE(T TO RECOMMENDATION BY THE NATIONAL SELECTION C Answer- B 1 and 3 only
. .
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27t Dec 2025
1. Santhali Language
2. Lantana camara
3. Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ).

4. Rabies

1. Santhali Language

WHY IN NEWS  President Droupadi Murmu recently
released the Constitution of India in the Santhali
language at a function held at the Rashtrapati Bhavan
here

Q1. Consider the following statements regarding
the Santali language:

1. Santali belongs to the Austroasiatic language
family.

S0, FORESIGHT
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CONSTITUTION OF INDIA
IN THE SANTHALI LANGUAGE

CONTEXT

Recently, the President of India released the Constitution of India in the ‘Santhali

language,’ written in the ‘Ol Chiki script” at the Rashtrapati Bhavan.

SANTHALI LANGUAGE

®  One of the most ancient living languages of

India.
®
[©]

Belongs to the Austro-Asiatic language family.

Included in the 8th Schedule of the
Constitution through the 92" Amendment
Act, 2003.

Spoken by Santhal tribal people in Jharkhand,
Odisha, West Bengal, and Bihar.

2. Santaliis included in the Eighth Schedule of
the Indian Constitution.
3. Ol Chiki is the traditional script used for
writing Santali.
Which of the statements given above is/are
correct?
A.1and 2 only
B. 1 and 3 only
C.2and 3 only
D.1,2,and 3 Answer: D. 1, 2, and3
WHY LANTANA CAMARA IS A PROBLEM
FINAL SOLUTION
spces, tovers <X | METHOD
> Has invaded m5tem
St et
o o >
sl s pant psie own

> This creates
a hormonal
imbalance, 5o
no new rootis
produced and
lantana dries up

» Clean the area
of any germinating

> Introducedin &
India by Portuguese &5
and others as an
ornamental plant

WHY IT'S DANGEROUS

Alters Results : Produces volatile  |antana
; Has invaded Rate of :
the infailure | covoral million ~growthis Cnemicalthatbars o ny aive
forest of insects from coming
s hectaresof  1.5inches : : shrubs or
eco- | regeneration forestsinindia per day near it, except its creepers
system | of forests native insect

Murmu.

Usually derived from the Mundari root
(Munda language).

Ol refers to ‘write,” and Chiki refers to
‘symbols. ’

Has thirty letters, out of which six are known
as vowels and twenty-four as consonants.

The script was invented in 1925 by Raghunath

2. Lantana camara

WHY IN NEWS A silent invasion of Lantana camara
is underway in large parts of the world and global
warming has made things easier for Lantana, helping
it spread faster
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3. Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ).

WHY IN NEWS  Fisher-folk recently urged
the Centre to include their representatives
in policymaking bodies so that their practical
expertise can be utilized, without which the
goal of responsible fishing in the Exclusive
Economic Zone (EEZ) cannot be achieved

Q1. Consider the following statements
regarding the Exclusive Economic Zone
(EEZ):

1. EEZ extends up to 200 nautical
miles from the baseline from which
the territorial sea is measured.

2. In the EEZ, the coastal State has
sovereign rights for exploring,
exploiting, conserving, and
managing natural resources.

3. Foreign vessels require prior
permission of the coastal State for
innocent passage through the EEZ.

Which of the statements given above
is/are correct?

A.1and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C.land 3 only
D.1,2,and3 Answer: A.1and 2 only

‘
z <> Rabies is a vatcine-preventable, |
—

zoonahc. vnral disease. >

| O Iivfects mammals: mcluding Ly
dogs, cats, livestock, wildlife. &«

@TRANSMISSlON 8%

spreads via sahva

| One of the Neglected
| Tropical Diseases (NTD)

s

bie:

-Scraan; Eclaws) X

© Mucosa (eyes; mouth
wounds)

& TRANSMISSION

X RabiesAspneads via saliva:

| {7 ETHERS. TERRACL.ES DETERMINE

.
ol &
{ | [ SurpLUS GUOTA SHARING
i

X OF BRAIN & SPINAL CORD

i

i

YMPTOMS 7 lncuba‘hon period: ~2-3 MONTHS

R >
S @%%i¢_ e FEVER. e PAIN: Ll
ol . TINGLING/ BURNING SENSATION

Once mptornsrap‘pear,
RABIES is FATAL
in 100% CASES! #

AFFECTS MARGINALIZED, POOR &
_ VULNERABLE POPULATIONS

KAS/ACF/PSI/VO/AO &AAO/RFO

[#] COLLECT SCLENTIFIC INFORMATION ||

A,@ FATAL IN 100% CASES! & f

“ ~——(Varies 1 WEEK To 1 YEAR) = S

S0 FORESIGHT

EXCLUSIVE
ECONOMIC ZONE (EEZ)

MILES FROM COAST —

e B

- UNDER 1982 UNITED NATIONS CONVENTION o
. ONTHE LAW OF THE SEA (UNCLOS)

EXTENDS 200 NAUTICAL
e ‘_FROM THE COAST

©® SOVEREIGN RIGHTS 10
EXPLORE, EXPLOIT, CONSERVE
& MANAGE NATURAL RESOURCE
© LAY CABLES &
PIPELINES

)

FULL SOVEREIGNTY OF NATIO

® RESOURCE USE STRICTLY RESERVED
FOR COASTAL NATION

e ALL COUNTRIES HAVE THE RIGHT OF
“INNOCENT PASSAGE’

| © g

* MAY BE RELAXED SUB)ECT TO RECOMMENDATION BY THE NATIONAL SELECTION COMMITTEE

4. Rabies

WHY IN NEWS According to a paper published in One Health, of
the 59,000 rabies-mediated human deaths in the world every year,
India represents a third, around 20,000, and more than any other
country
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28" Dec 2025

1. Dulhasti Stage-Il Hydropower Project

2. Revamped Distribution Sector Scheme (RDSS)
3. Shipbuilding Financial Assistance Scheme

4. Somaliland

1. Dulhasti Stage-ll Hydropower Project : !

Q 260-MEGAWATT HYDROPOWER |
PROJECT ON CHENAB RIVER IN |

Kishtwar District, Jammu & Kashmir: |

WHY IN NEWS A panel under the Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change recently approved the 260-
megawatt Dulhasti Stage-Il hydropower project on the Chenab
river in  Jammu and Kashmir’'s Kishtwar district

Q1. Consider the following statements regarding the

PROJECT ON Chenab River in [

™ 260-MEGAWATT HYDROPOWER
Kishtwar District, Jammu & Kashmir. |

v 260 MEGA-WATT

Chenab River: —3 | HYDROPOWER PROJECT
oN Chenab River
V Kishtwar District,
1. It originates in the Himalayas in Himachal Pradesh. e
2. ltisthe largest tributary of the Indus River in India. OIf'éﬁel'SMAMMALS :
. . ° , Cats, ;
3. It flows through Jammu and Kashmir before entering &= . ,_;g:mkslw“d“;e, \ :
PakIStan ”‘6";;‘. s Neglec?ed S R ,, SSURE SHAFT 1
= Tropical Diseases (NTD) B UNDERGROUND
Which of the statements given above are correct? S0 projECT DETAILS 2 TESEEe — WERHOUS
A.1and 2 only ' Extension of xisting 390 MW Dulhasti Stage-T—— NHPC
B.1and3 Only '“ Hydroelednc Project, successfully operating since 2007 :
—3 | ¥ NEWTUNNEL: 3685 metres long, 8.5-metre diameter =
C.2and 3 only B horseshie-draped 5 ) -
D.1,2and3 . MSurgeShaft o ¢ ¢5|Rs 3200+ r %
"| 4 Pressure Shaft NSl 4 & CRORE i
= | & Underground Powerhouse i ST
Answer: B. 1 and 3 only .Tw:?_% MW J:fs TN T
- EEsnmatedcost Rs 3200+ CRORE, S

VTR TR e IR rowct il 2. Revamped Distribution Sector Scheme
~ o J
5 YEAR REFORMS-BASED —_— (RDSS)
52 RESULTS-LINKED SCHIEME
OuTLAY: 23,03,758 CRORE

A R R e 2 =5 = WHY IN NEWS Installation of rooftop solar power plants
2 FIODERNISE DISTRIBUTION SECTOR. St |l is being expedited in Rajasthan under the revamped

« FINANCIALLY SUSTAINABLE&EFF!GENT 5
,RED:Z%ZC. Los<ES TO 12-15% ZTANRY distribution sector scheme (RDSS) to reduce transmission

L. AND Acs ARR GAP TO ZERO By 2024-25 . . . . .
and distribution losses and improve power supply quality.

UPGRADATION

- FINANCIAL SUPPORT. FOR
-* Prepaid Smart Consumer
Meterlng & Systevn Metering

= TRAINING or DISCOM STAFF
- = OTHER ENABING& SUPPORTING

- PREPAID SMART CONSUMER -
METERING & SYSTEM METERING

+ MEETING PRE-QUALIFYING CRITERIA
te Technical and Commercial lessas £t P
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3. Shipbuilding Financial Assistance Scheme

WHY IN NEWS Recently, the Ministry of Ports, Shipping &
Waterways (MoPSW) notified the operational guidelines LN AALYASSIS NI -
for two major shipbuilding initiatives—the Shipbuilding Bks o X )

. . . . - f 3 . ; RS e LAUNCHEDBY‘
Financial Assistance Scheme (SBFAS) and the Shipbuilding ; : MINISTRYcr POWER |

Development Scheme (SbDS). STRENGTHENING INDIAS DOMESTIC GOVT. OF INDIA
SHIPBUILDING CAPACITY & JuLy 2021 .

" IMPROVING GLOBAL COMPETITIVENES 5

Q1. Consider the following statements regarding T : '

the Shipbuilding Financial Assistance Scheme:

NODAL MINISI'RY MINISTRY.OF PORTS;
. . . . . SHIPPING & WATERWAYS
1. It provides financial assistance to Indian

shipyards for building vessels.
2. The assistance is given as a percentage of the

contract price of the ship. = | 5 : DIEEURSE RN
. . . - X , , BACKED BY SECURITY /

3. It is applicable only to warships and defence Rl e SN (S

vessels. . ; e =

& “NATIONAL® 7
SHIPBUILDING MISSION
Which of the statements given above are correct? - i & ENSURES COORDINATED PLANNING
~ CREDIT EQUALTO 40% ; AND EXECUTION OF INITIATIVES

A.1and2only OF THE SCRAP VALUE =
B. 2 and 3 only G
C.1and 3 only © FOCUSES ON LONG~TERM CAPACITY & CAPABILITY CREATION /7
D.1,2and 3 @muaukeoevaomé_l

© DEVELOPMENT oF GREENFIELD © ESTABLISHED UNDER INDIAN MARITIME
& ~ UNIVERSITY TO SUPPORT RESEARCH,
© INNOVATION & SKILLS DEVELOPMENT

Answer: A. 1 and 2 only

4. Somaliland

WHY IN NEWS Recently, Israel formally recognised the
self-declared Republic of Somaliland as an independent
and sovereign state.

¥ (I.ATE 19TH csprrunv)

26 JUNE 1960: INDEPENDENCE N\
AS THE STATE OF or SOMAULAND

UNITED WITH ITALIAN SOMALILAND ON I JuLy 1960
' TO FORM THE SOMALI REPUBLIC e
‘| ¢ MARGINALIZATION UNDER SOMALI GOVERNMENT

& SIAD BARRES REPRESSIVE REGIME (19705-805)
clvlL WAR & MASS DISPLACEMENT v

SHIPBUILDING CLUSTERS,
EXPANSION & MODERNBATION

2
8
]
2
7

£ PORT: BERBERA PORT DEVELOPING AS A REGIONAL TRADE & LOGISTICS

‘JJ EXPORTSTOGULFCOUNTRIFS
dFORMAMADRREVFN i
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29" Dec 2025
1. Kolleru Lake
2. INS Vagsheer
3. PM-YUVA 3.0 Scheme

4. Parvati-Arga Bird Sanctuary

e e RIS

Kolleru Lake

The “Peerless Fisherman's Paradise and Bird Heaven”

1. Kolleru Lake

Largest Freshwater Lake in Andhra Pradesh

Area: 308 sq.km
(expands up to 954 sqkn.during floods)

WHY IN NEWS Kolleru Lake, which is known for its rich biodiversity,
is now getting recognition for its delicious black dried fish that has
carved a special place for itself in both domestic and international

markets
Ramsar Wetia-r:rTS.il:e;
. . p = & Wildiife Sanctuary
Q1. Consider the following statements regarding Kolleru B M R A
Lake: ‘ ;

1. Itissituated between the Krishna and Godavari rivers.

2. It was declared a Ramsar site in 2002. Bird Heaven ™
3. Itis an important wintering ground for migratory birds. ke Ty

Which of the statements given above are correct?
A.1and 2 only

B. 1 and 3 only

C.2and 3 only

D.1,2and3

Wildlife Sanctuary (1999)
"% Ramsar Site (2002)

Answer: D. 1,2 and 3

2. INS Vagsheer

WHY IN NEWS President Droupadi Murmu became
the second Indian President to undertake a submarine
sortie, embarking on INS Vaghsheer, a Kalvari-class
submarine, from Karwar naval base recently

About INS Vagsheer

e It is the sixth submarine of the first batch of six
Kalvari-class, or Scorpene-class, submarines
ordered by the Indian Navy under Project-75.

e |t is named after the sandfish, a deadly deep-sea
predator of the Indian Ocean. l\o

e |t was officially commissioned into the Indian Navy on 15 January 2025. o0

o
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It now joins its sister vessels INS Kalvari, INS Khanderi, INS Karanj, INS Vela, and INS Vagir, which were
commissioned, respectively, in December 2017, September 2019, March 2021, November 2021, and January

2023.

e These submarines have been completely built by Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders Limited (MDL) through French

technology transfer.

INS Vagsheer Features

e It boasts advanced stealth technologies, including reduced radiated noise levels and sophisticated
hydrodynamic design, making it one of the quietest submarines in the world.
e The 67.5-metre vessel reaches speeds of 20 knots submerged, dives to over 350 metres, and endures up to 50

days at sea.

e Armed with torpedoes, anti-ship missiles, and mine-laying capabilities, it excels in anti-surface and anti-
submarine warfare, intelligence gathering, and surveillance.
e It consists of indigenously developed systems like the air-conditioning plant, internal communication network,

and the Ku-Band SATCOM system.

e It can accommodate 8 officers and 35 sailors and is fitted with an anti-torpedo countermeasure system

3. PM-YUVA 3.0 Scheme

WHY IN NEWS The results of the Prime Minister’s Scheme
for Mentoring Young Authors (PM-YUVA 3.0) have been
declared, with 43 young authors selected through an All-
India contest

Q1. PM-YUVA 3.0 Scheme is primarily aimed at:

A. Promoting start-ups among rural youth

B. Developing young authors and promoting reading,
writing, and book culture

C. Providing scholarships for foreign education

D. Skill training in digital technologies

Answer: B. Developing young authors and promoting
reading, writing, and book culture

Explanation: PM-YUVA (Young, Upcoming and
Versatile Authors) focuses on mentoring young
writers and strengthening India’s reading and writing
ecosystem.

4. Parvati-Arga Bird Sanctuary

=PM-YUVA 3.0 SCHEME =
R "— Mentoring Young Authors — o

2 Indian Diaspora in Nation Building
® Indian Knowledge System
e Makers of Modern India (1950-2025)

SELECTION PROCESS

[t ] > BB (=¥ =» [

MyGovroral 50 Young Submit Multi-Stage
Authors 10,000 Word Proposal :
i Shortlisted oss Evaluation

Not Eligible: PM-YUVA 1.0 & 2.0 Alumni

MENTORSHIP & SUPPORT

A 6 Months = ¥50,000/Month Books
Mentorship Program é&holarship (23 Lakh Total) | Published
! by NBT, India
NATIONAL CAMP

[ TR e ST
At New Delhi World Book Fair 2026

LITERARY FESTIVALS &
INTERNATIONAL FORUMS

+ Present Your Work Globally + -

WHY IN NEWS The Government has declared the Parvati-Arga Bird Sanctuary of Uttar Pradesh as an Eco sensitive

zone.
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About Parvati-Arga Bird Sanctuary

e Location: It is situated in Gonda district of Uttar Pradesh.

e Itis a permanent freshwater environment consisting of two oxbow lakes namely Parvati and Arga.

e Itis designated as Ramsar site.

e Fauna: It is the critically endangered white-rumped vulture (Gyps bengalensis) and Indian vulture
(Gyps indicus), and the endangered Egyptian vulture (Neophron percnopterus) have all been
recorded.

e Invasive species such as the common water hyacinth (Eichhornia crassipes) is also found here.

e Flora: The Vegetation of the Sanctuary is representative of that of the indo-gangetive ecosystem

30t And 31t Dec 2025
1. Aravalli Hills

2. Karnataka Administrative Reforms Commission-2 Submits Final Report
3. Kaimur wildlife sanctuary

4. Justice Mission 2025

THE ARAVALLI MOUNTAIN RANGE

1. Aravalli Hills India’s oldest mountain range has been a crucial ecological 5>,
barrier yet faces legal and conservation challenges o

WHY IN NEWS The Supreme Court has paused its earlier
judgment accepting a restrictive definition of the Aravalli
Hills and has proposed a re-examination through a high-
powered expert committee

Q1. Which of the following rivers originates from

the Aravalli Ra nge? t Prevent Regulate Recharge
]

Eastward 3407 Climate& Groundwater
-~ Expansionof ¢ Rainfall Patterns " Aquifers g

__# Thar Desert ok
; 23 G A
1. Banas Sancs  SrRESH >
2. Luni 5 \ 5 and support diverse flora & fauna
. <% and sustain rural livelihoods
3. Sabarmati A
4. Mahi

Select the correct answer using the code below: - i el Sl el il i)

Ambiguities in definition have led to prolonged court battles

A.1and2only & Uneven protection due to multiple court orders and expert panel definitions
B.1 , 2 and 3 on |y » 2025 Supreme Court upheld govemment expert panel's restrictive definition:
C.2and 4 on |y ¥ Elevation of 100+ meters W Hill clusters, slopes, hillocks within 500 meters

D.1,2,3and4 b RECENT DEVELOPMENTS & CONCERNS (e

DECEMBER 2025: Supreme Court put definition in abeyance

Answer:D. 1,2,3a nd 4 4 Protest concerns that restrictive definition (100+m elevation, 500m
clustering) could exclude ecologically vital hills in Rajasthan, Haryana, UP.

— ., Fresh or renewed mining leases in the Aravallis prohibited without
Y Supreme Court approval
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2. Karnataka Administrative Reforms
Commission-2 Submits Final Report

WHY IN NEWS The Karnataka Administrative
Reforms Commission-2 (KARC-2) has submitted its
10th and final report to Chief Minister Siddaramaiah.

Q1. The recommendations of the Karnataka
Administrative Reforms Commission mainly
aimed at:

A. Increasing bureaucratic control

B. Improving efficiency, transparency, and
responsiveness of administration

C. Expanding legislative powers

D. Reducing citizen participation

Answer: B. Improving efficiency, transparency,
and responsiveness of administration

Explanation: The core objective was good
governance through efficiency, transparency,
accountability, and citizen-centric
administration.

3. Kaimur wildlife sanctuary

00 FORESIGHT
KAS/ACF/PSI/VO/AO &AAO/RFO

(RV DESHPANDE COMMISSION)

KARC-2 FINAL REPORT

> Formed for governance, staffing & financial reforms =
» Commission to dissolve after final report B

8 355 RECOMMENDATIONS {SSS
B scHEmES & BUDGETING
» Karnataka has 2,874 \ 12 » Merge state schemes
Ai\ overlapping with central ‘ ’

schemes

J

» Around 1,000 heads with FO

» Discontinue ineffective/ ==
allocation to be abolished/merged inactive schemes E v \
» About 230 heads +| 'ﬁﬁ » Identify dormant accounts based on;

» Expenditure (2023-24) - 7 -,
> Revised Estimates (2024-25) /-

» Budget Estimates (2025-26) 7/
» Abolition of unnecessary account heads

will improve:
¥ Budget preparation 2
¥ Fund release &

expenditure monitoring e
&7 Error reduction & transparency

} OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS §

» Transparent, regular recruitment for

with < Z1 alllocation & i3

» 396 heads related to loan ..
repayment should be merged

¥ 3509+ administrative expenditure
™4 signals inefficiency

RECRUITMENT & STAFFING

» Annual recruitment for 70,000+
vacant posts made mandatory

»> Special care to avoid shortages in;
: “~- 9 Urban Development |

b Revenie Group-C & Group-D posts

> Rural Development | = = » Strengthen monitoringof s -

» Health Departments Integrated Child Development >
Services (ICDS) scheme " .

) IMPLEMENTATION MECHANISM (e —
> Set up Reforms Monitoring Unit (RMU) under DPAR
rterly reviews: Chief Secreta |
» Quarterly reviews: Chi ry Eﬁ% n

» Annual reviews: Chief Minister
» Monitoring using online tracking for transparency

WHY IN NEWS The Bihar government has approved a revised proposal to notify Kaimur Wildlife Sanctuary as a Tiger

Reserve, which will now be sent to the National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA) for final clearance.

Kaimur Wildlife Sanctuary

Location:

e Spread across Kaimur district of Bihar, and partly in Mirzapur and Sonbhadra districts of Uttar Pradesh.
e Liesin the Kaimur Hills, which are part of the Vindhya Range.

Area:
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e Covers approximately 1,150-1,200 km?2.

Established:
o Declared as a wildlife sanctuary in 1979.
Flora:

e Typical tropical dry deciduous forest.
e Dominated by Sal, Teak, Khair, Bamboo, and other native species.

Fauna:

e Mammals: Leopard, Sloth Bear, Hyena, Jackal, Nilgai, Sambar, Chinkara.
e  Birds: Peafowl, Partridge, Pheasant, and other local and migratory species.
o Reptiles & Amphibians: Snakes, Monitor lizard, Turtles.

Rivers & Water Sources:

e Streams from Kaimur Hills provide perennial water.
e Includes seasonal rivers and waterfalls, enhancing biodiversity.

JUSTICE MISSION 2025

China’s Offensive Military Exercise Around Taiwan

4. Justice Mission 2025

WHY IN NEW China conducted large-scale live-fire
military drills named “Justice Mission 2025” around
Taiwan, including missile launches, fighter jet sorties,
and naval deployments.

WHAT IS IT?
> High-intensity, two-day PLA military exercise »
involving live-fire missile launches, air and naval manoeuveres - - -
»> Simulates blockade and precision strikes against Taiwan’s ports
and maritime targets :
LOCATION:

» Around Taiwan, including waters > 2
to the north and south of theisland =~ = -

» Missile launches from Pingtan Island, Ay
closest Chinese territory to Taiwan 4

ngtan ,"g"
NATIONS INVOLVED: | -

Island

China
People’s Liberation Army S
w Ground forces, %sa— Air force
W Missile units

Deter Taiwan’s independence assertions _—p_
EE= Warn US and allies against military support/arms sales to Taiwan =
@=a Show China’s ability to blockade and isolate Taiwan in conflict ~A’ -
KEY FEATURES:

» Live-fire missile launches » Joint air, sea, missile, == B {
at surroundlng waters  @f; and ground force operatlons i
n J - .

»> Naval deplayments simulating » Among largest driIIs near Taiwan “‘E
maritime blockade/anti-submarine | in recent years

IMPLICATIONS:

»> Heightened regional tension > US-China rivalry
Raises risk of miscalculation ..~ & Reinforces strategic

in the Taiwan Strait r . competition

over Taiwan’s secunty

.|

S Concerns for Japan, ASEAN & global trade routes
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KARNATAKA STATE NEWS

Human Milk Banks

1. Human milk bank " Nourishing Karnataka's Infants

WHY IN NEWS Karnataka has announced plans to establish “AMi,kBanki"'
human milk banks in all district hospitals, aiming to combat infant Every District Hospital

by December 2025”
malnutrition and support preterm and underweight babies whose Health Minister Dinesh Gundu Rao
mothers are unable to breastfeed.

12 operational
3 s

More
Planned

Q1. Which immunoglobulin present in breast milk provides il
. . . What is 2 Human Milk Bank> NSNS &
mucosal immunity to infants?

A. IgG
B. IgM -~ i
C. IgA Collects » Screens & Provides to Provides to

. g Donated — Pasteurizes Preterm & Preterm &
D Ig E Breast Milk ' (EEIEEUEEUEE  Underweight Babies

-------------------------------------------
Answer: C. IgA Nutrition Health Support
Vital Proteins & Antibodies Reduces Malnutrition & Infections Helps Babies in Need
Karnataka Land Revenue
(Amendment) Act, 2025
" Reforming Kodagu'’s Land Records
for Accuracy & LegaI(CIarity

2. Karnataka land revenue ( amendment) rules.

g

' Key Provisions & Objectives:

WHY IN NEWS The Karnataka Government has enacted
the Karnataka Land Revenue (Amendment) Act
2025 to reform land record administration, particularly to
address anomalies in Kodagu’s unique Jamma Bane land
tenure system and bring it in line with the Karnataka Land

Empowers Tahsildars Ensures Landowners’ Rights

" in Kodagu to correct Appeal & Safeguards
or modify land records

Prover Framework
Uniformity & Legal Clarity ~ /|\ /I\ Statewide Legal
Q Standards

v Need for Amendment: Jamma Bane Land System e > . Revenue ACt, 1964.

Unique Hereditary Land Tenure in Kodagu

o Followed Complex Old Rules Showing Original
Grantee in Records Even After Succession

Q1. Who is the Chief Controlling Authority in matters
relating to land revenue administration in a district?

A. Tahsildar
B. Assistant Commissioner
hsild: dated i ..
ek i e il C. Deputy Commissioner
D. Revenue Inspector

O Inheritance

* & Reducing Disputes
.

T

ildars Correct Outdated & O Easier Inheritance & Registiation - Apswer: C. Deputy Commissioner
Entries in Land Records Ensuring © Improved Access to Loans
Accuracy & Reducing Disputes O Reduced Land Disputes

Page 1

Address: 2nd Floor, 502, 22nd Main Rd, opposite TTMC
Bus Stop, Vijavanagar, Bengaluru,560040 CONTACT: 8050709380 www.nammaforesight.com



http://www.nammaforesight.com/

[N

S, dpedee®
3. Vijayanagara legacy & inclusive growth.

WHY IN NEWS Union Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman, during a visit to Hampi, stated that the ideals
of prosperity and inclusive governance reflected in
the Vijayanagara Empire remain relevant to India’s goal of
becoming a developed nation by 2047.

Q1. Consider the following statements about the
Amara-Nayaka system:

1. Nayakas were granted land in return for
military service.
2. They maintained troops and paid tribute to
the king.
3. The system was identical to the Mughal Jagir
system.
Which of the statements given above is/are
correct?
A.1and 2 only
B. 2 only
C.1land 3 only
D.1,2and3

Answer: A. 1 and 2 only

Ending Social Boycott
——— in Karnataka

Lar;drr;ark Law Passed to Dismantle Caste-based Exclusion

Bans Caste Panchayats

Explicitly targets informal bodies |
like caste panchayats that
enforce such exclusion

Criminalizes Boycott
Social boycott, including denial of
employment, social participation, or
interference in marriages/funerals,
is now a criminal offence

Broad Scope ‘ Penalties
B Covers boycotts based on caste, { Up to 3 years jail,
morality, politics, sexuality, Z1lakh fine, or both
and personal choices for perpetrators
Victim Support S

Provides for compensation Q,—
and redressal mechanisms for victims

Police Powers
Police can initiate action ===~ 4

(suo motu) as the offence 1s cogniable

w50 &) Current Status: _3 “
| & Passed by the Legislative Assembly

in December 2025

& Received the Governor’s assent
and became law in early 2026

Why it Happened:

@) Addresses rising incidents of |
; families being ostracized |

from village life in Karmataka 3

f
. @ Strengthens constitutional |
morality against community- |
enforced conformity i

‘Upholds fundamental rights
under Articles 14, 15,17, 19 & 21
(Equality, Liberty)

Address: 2nd Floor, 502, 22nd Main Rd, opposite TTMC

Bus Stop, Vijayanagar, Bengaluru,560040
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Prosperity for All

Lessons from the Vijayanagar Empire

i/ijay;nag;' o Demonstrates How Statecraft, Economy, Cﬁl}ﬁré =
& Social Inclusion Can Work Together for Sustained Growth

Religious & Cultural
Pluralism

Urban Planning &
Infrastructure

g 3
® Well-planned cities with

. ® Agrarian expansion through © Patronage to multiple sects

¢; tanks, canals, and river-based markets, roads, water systems (Shaiva, Vaishnava, Jain traditions)

i i . . . ' 5

4 jiiigaton © Hampi as a multi-functional . e Temples acted as economic

@ State support to farmers, urban centre (economic + religious) institutions (employment,
artisans, traders

land grants)

- e

= ) — = 4
i Infrastructure is the backbone | §
- of inclusive development

= Strong but Accountable Governance

Cultural inclusion strengthens’
social stability

Growth must be broad-based,
not elite-centric

Protection of trade routes
Regulation of markets without stifiing enterprise

o Decentralised administration (Nayankara system)
#:5 Emphasis on law, order and revenue efficiency

oy Y, ) & e
Dodal N SHSRSS
Development requires capable

institutions, not just welfare

Modern state must be facilitator,
not controller

4. Social boycott bill.2025

WHY IN NEWS In December 2025, Karnataka
passed the landmark Karnataka Social Boycott
(Prevention, Prohibition and Redressal) Bill, 2025,
making it the second state after Maharashtra to
criminalize social boycott by caste panchayats and
other groups, punishable by up to 3 vyears
imprisonment and a X1 lakh fine, aiming to protect
individual dignity and uphold constitutional rights
against ostracization based on caste, morality, or
personal choices, with police empowered to
act suo motu.
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Q1. Which of the following acts would amount to social boycott under the Bill?

1. Prohibiting a person from participating in social functions
Denying access to community resources
3. Restricting entry into public temples

N

Select the correct answer:
A. 1lonly

B.1and 2 only

C.2and 3 only
D.1,2and3

Answer: D. 1,2 and 3

5. Karnataka's dominance in India's

exports. Karnaaka: India’s Export Powerhouse

Services Export Powerhouse

’ 40-41% of $150+ Billion Bengaluru: 5%
India’s Services Exports  State Services Exports  $78.64 Billion
inFY25 inFY25 (35% of India’s Services
Exports)

WHY IN NEWS Karnataka has solidified its position
as a primary engine of India’s export economy,
driven heavily by services and high-technology
manufacturing. In the fiscal year 2024-25, the
state was recognized as a top contributor to
national export earnings, contributing around 40% High-Tech & Merchandise Exports
to India's total services exports. g

~——— IT-ITES, GCCs, Biotech, AVGC-XR —

Q1. Which of the following broad pillars are
used in the State Export Index?

Export Infrastructure
Export Ecosystem ———————
Export Performance “Beyond Bengaluru”Initiative §' | Space Tech Policy > "

. . . # Targeting 50% of ,
Fiscal Deficit - India’s Space Market , * -

PwnNPE

Select the correct answer:

A.1,2and 3 only | = ——
B.1and4 onIy Factors Driving Dominance

C.2and 3 only 500+ GCCs, o®e Larse Taent ol
35% of India’s Engineering &
= GCC Workforce 5@, R&ILSkiIIs

D.1,2,3and4
Challenges in 2025

Answer: A. 1, 2 and 3 only

Bengaluru Traffic &
Infrastructure Strain

6. Kutumba bill 2025

WHY IN NEWS The Karnataka government has drafted the Kutumba Bill 2025 to provide legal and
statutory backing to Kutumba, the state’s existing family-based social registry.
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A Q1. Which of the following information is
KARNATAKA' intended to be i i

included in the Kutumba

Unique Family ID Bill Overview database?
1. Family composition
2. Socio-economic details
3. Eligibility for government schemes

Select the correct answer:

A.1lonly
B.1and 2 only
To streamline delivery of govt. welfare schemes C.1,2and3
diconvt
and services D.2and 3 only

Unique Family Identification 3

® Assigns a “Kutumba” ID number for every household Answer: C. 1 D 2and 3
% e Reduces need for multiple document submission
e Improves efficiency & transparency

® Statutory status ensures better data security &
management

Other Karnataka Legislation (Dec 2025)

e Karnataka Social Boycott (Prevention,
Prohibition and Redressal) Bill, 2025

Adopted by Karnataka Legislative Assembly

¢ Karnataka Apartment (Ownership s
and Management) Bill, 2025

Being discussed with stakeholders by
Deputy CM DK Shivakumar

s
Black Soldier Fly Compostings
Bengaluru’s Scientific Waste Solution
(December 2025) S

7. Black soldier fly composting

WHY IN NEWS Black Soldier Fly (BSF) composting gained
significant attention in India, particularly in Karnataka, as a
modern, scientific solution for managing massive organic
waste volumes in Bengaluru

Success in Mangaluru J

Successful Demonstration of BSF
Composting Appreciated by State

® BSF larvae converting A

waste into nutrient
rich compost )

© Announced by DK Shivakumar

© To Manage Over 8,000 Tonnes of
Daily Organic Waste

® Modern Tech to Replace Polluting Landfills
e Biogas / Energy Generation J

@ Surveying Feasibility of Full-Scale
~ Adoption in Bengaluru o

& Key Benefits Mentioned in Current Context =8

Zero Methane High-Value Byproducts Sanitation
- o

BSF Composting © Compost/Fertilizer + ® BSF larvae reduce
Emits Less Greenhouse = Protein-Rich Larvae pathogens in waste
Gases (vs. Landfills) for Poultry, Aquaculture like Salmonella & E. coli
B > - 5 e esins R |

BN Tl el Cheoousi S 5
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N e @ 8. Digital heritage portal.
Karnataka Digital Herltage  Portal
= .~ Dec2025 -~ sl WHY IN NEWS Karnataka announced the
. development of a unified Digital Heritage Portal to
. digitize and preserve the state's cultural legacy, aiming
to become a national leader in digital preservation.

K Collaboration:

=Y 4
Integrating Manuscripts, u g A
Rare Printed Works - i e
& Archival Records onto a Single :

Accessible Platform e e ioi H
Led by ORI, Mysuru & Kamataka Stae Archies Q1. The Digital Heritage Portal of Karnataka

Aligned with Digital IndiaMission | mainly provides information related to:

& Natlonal Mission for Manuscnpts

Technology: B8
L]

1. Protected monuments

70,000+ Manuscripts & 45,000+
Rare Printed Works

2. Archaeological sites

3. Historical artefacts and inscriptions

Select the correct answer:

A.1lonly
B.1and 2 only
C.2and 3 only

= R D.1,2and3

N - . TS =

{
Ministry of Culture’s Initiative | Deepavahlnscribedon i Over10 Crore ;
to Digitize Manuscript Heritage | Intangible Cultural Heritage List | Historic Documents Digtized ® Answer: D. 1, 2 and 3

India’s First Comprehensive Silk Museum 1
Y MYSUVU, Karnataka —

9. India's first comprehensive silk museum

WHY IN NEWS India's first comprehensive silk museum is
being established in Mysuru, Karnataka, proposed by the
Central Silk Board (CSB), to cover the entire "soil to sartorial"
journey of silk, with in-principle approval from the Union
Ministry of Textiles, costing around X20 crore, and located on
the CSRTI campus, making it a significant recent development s
in Indian heritage/textiles. W & : T .
A, 4 : e Mysuru
Q. Consider the following statement about the first
comprehensive silk museum in India:

! *""@‘\‘ Central Silk Board (CSB) ) |

1. Itis being set up in Mysuru, Karnataka.

.o ek
. . . - w -
2. It will showcase the complete history and value chain | Conirel Sk Board (€S
of silk production — from silkworm to finished | ﬁ?ﬁéﬂ;ﬂfﬁyﬁf&ﬂ:'"m Be R
textile. -
T . : Proponent: % | == In-Principle Approval
3. The initiative is backed by the Central Silk Board and _ ] S Wi
o ea by " Central Silk Board (CSB) R o vien My of Tl
the Ministry of Tourism. i e | [, <
/| India’s Silk Heritage: s I =
. ST/ Mulberry, Tussar, Muga, Eri o “’
Which of the above statements are correct? : From Cultivation. i First nindia, Modeled Afer
a)1and 2 only Q) ofoehed Co ek | 1Y E éi e it
SR esde. ietnam Showcasing History & -
: Diversity of Indian Silk Heritage
b) 2 and 3 onl

c)1and 3 only

d)1,2and3 AN A Milestone for Indian Téxtiles
Promoting Global Recognition, Sustainabillty
& Ethical Practices

Answer: d) 1,2 and 3
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10. Karnataka laws on hate speech and
social boycott

WHY IN NEWS In December 2025, Karnataka
introduced the Karnataka Hate Speech and Hate
Crimes (Prevention) Bill, 2025, aiming to curb hate
speech with potential 10-year jail terms, empowering
government to remove online content, and providing
victim compensation, but it sparked debate over
executive discretion. While existing Indian Penal Code
sections address promoting enmity, this bill creates
specific hate crime definitions, focusing on
"communication of hate speech" without always
requiring violence, and introducing state power over
digital platforms, though it still awaits the Governor's
approval. For social boycotts, general Indian law (like
the Prevention of Atrocities Act for SC/ST) exists, but
the new Bill aims to tackle broader communal
disharmony.

Q. With reference to the Karnataka Hate
Speech and Hate Crimes (Prevention) Bill, 2025,
consider the following statements:

1. It defines hate speech as any public
expression intended to cause disharmony,
hatred or ill-will against a person or group
based on various identity markers.

2. The Bill makes hate speech and hate crimes
cognisable and non-bailable offences.

3. Repeat offences under the Bill may attract
imprisonment of up to 10 years and fines up
to X1 lakh.

Which of the above statements are correct?
a)1land2only

b) 2 and 3 only

c)1and 3 only

d)1,2and3

Answer:d) 1,2 and 3

e, FORESIGHT
KAS/ACF/ PSI/VO/AO &AAO/RFO

Brbadly covers expressions in public view
(verbal, print, digital) causing disharmony
or hatred

1 Up to 10 Years

‘Offenders

'
Imprisonment f
e & Removal of Hate Speech fnom

5A (outraging religious feelings) already exist,

| but the new bill creates specific ‘hate crime”

Introduced in Assembly
Awaiting Governors Assent /

11. Dakshina Kannada designed as District export hub

WHY IN NEWS In December 2025 (specifically announced on December 2, 2025), the Government of India officially
designated Dakshina Kannada in Karnataka as a District Export Hub (DEH).
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Q. Consider the following statements about
Karnataka’s coastline:

[\ Dakshina Kannada Designated as —
s District Export Hub (DEH)

1.Karnataka has a coastline along the Arabian Sea.

2. The total length of Karnataka’s coastline is about
320 km.

3. Major ports in Karnataka include Mangaluru Port
and Karwar Port.

4. The coastline is shared with the state of Kerala to
Union Minister ofStatefor

Commerce & Industry . the south and Goa to the north.
Jitin Prasada informed the Lok Sabha :

£ Written Reply to MP . Which of the above statements are correct?
: a)1and 2 only

b) 1, 2 and 3 only

c) 1,3 and 4 only

d)1,2,3and4

Bridging Gaps in Supply Chain e

Coordinating Local Industries, [ : Answer:d) 1,2,3and 4
o Logistics Providers, and 5
il Regulatory Authorities

India’s High-Tech

Key Devélopments in December 2025/January 2026
12.Advanced command & control Units for tech Karnataka's Integrated Command & Control Centre (ICCC)

- driven wildlife protection. ® Launched Early January 2026
® Using Al-enabled cameras, 4
satellite data and GPS tracking ==

WHY IN NEWS December 2025/January 2026, India, | forreal-time monitoring, linking

X X . toregional hubs for rapid response 3 3 - :
particularly Karnataka, launched advanced tech-driven ' toconflictsituations ~
wildlife protection with new Al _Command & Control < : : =
Centers (ICCCs) to tackle rising human-wildlife conflict, ' Monttors Patrolling Teams, ‘m y e o - S
using Al cameras, satellite imagery, GPS, and rapid response Identifies Conflict Zones

teams for real-time monitoring and alerts to prevent I o Tevine 1326) o Tecnclogy Integretion i T imize Rt

i ) ) L_“quby Rapnd Response Teams g Humans and AnlmaE
animal-human clashes. These systems, operational in states - .
lik K d i d . | . State-Wide Network SEEES— P
Ike Karna_ta a an Ta.ml Na .U, repr?sent a maj.or €ap In e Karnataka established 11 divisional ® Karnataka establishes 11 dltcommant 3
conservation, enabling swift action and integrated ~ command centers with 4 already - + * centers, four already operational, form -

~ operational, forming anetwork to a network to coordinate actions across
) : the state’s large forest landscape

responses across vast forest areas, moving beyond
manpower alone.

® Early Warning \ ® Integrated Resp-
System Field teams,
- Alertssent to | ofiierswith GPS,
- command centersand | coordinate with slate
field teams for pfﬁaemt
immediate action depbyrrient & man ;
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Global Startup Rank -
Phase 1 climbed 7 spots, ]
to reach 14th in the _jlﬂ dedil

Global Start-up Ecosystem Report (G5€/)2025 | Contnbutung 42% of India’s total unicorn val

e =
l;‘. Al & DeepTech Dominance

Funding Leader
Bengaluru attracts 58% of Al startup \ 3
funding ($872 million in the Iast = o
 five years) s
 Talent Pool - 50% of India’s A/ML talent
in Karnataka, with over 2.5 million
L software engir\eers in the city |

""___‘ DeepTech Decade Initiative o

| ® 150 crore (total 600 crore) 0 Proposal India’s Quantum Clt)"l‘ a':I ¥
A 0 < Hesaraghatta with ¥1,000 crore - o E B
forAl &fronﬂertedmologves investment. . gl Ml |

‘DeepTech Elevate Fund

| Beyond Bengaluru ® To reduce pressure on metm

: Karnataka hosts neany 40%
i dia’s ¢ i

13. India’s first startup & tech museum.

WHY IN NEWS In December 2025 news, Bengaluru
announced it will host India's first Startup & Technology
Museum, set to open in phases by 2027-2028 at the NGEF
campus, showcasing India's tech journey via interactive
exhibits in a PPP model with UnboxingBLR, funded by a
%100 crore budget to highlight digital transformation and
innovation. .
With reference to India’s first startup & tech
museum, consider the following statements:

1. Itis being established in Bengaluru, Karnataka.

2. The museum will showcase India’s journey in
startups, technology, innovation and future tech
trends.

3. Itis being developed through a public-private
partnership and is expected to be completed by
2027.

Which of the above statements are correct?
a)1and 2 only

b) 2 and 3 only

c)1and 3 only

d)1,2and3

Answer: d) 1,2 and 3

Top 5 Al Ecosystem
Bengaluru is ranked 5tth AT I
among top 50 Al ecosystems globally

| Unicorn Hub
Bengaluru hosts 53 o &
unicorns valued at $192 bllllon 15

l * Major flrms OpenAli, Anthropic, Graphmne
have establlshed bases in the city S

. Quantum Clty (Q-City)

" Startup Grt_)wth
- 1,600+ women-led
startups have been

d destinati m
Bt founded in Bengaluru |

GCC Growth

e, FORESIGHT
KAS/ACF/PSI/VO/AO &AAO/RFO

India’s First Startup & Tech
Coming Up in Bengaluru

(December 2025)

Interactive
Exhibits

® Repurposed Switch Gear factory shed, |
NGEF campus, Baiyappanahalli, Bengaluru

® Phase 1by 2027 ® Public-Private Partnership (PPP)
Phase 2 by 2028 between Karnataka’s Dept. of
Electronics, IT&BT, and UnboxingBLR,
: @ Managed by KTIMF (Karnataka

® To document India’s entrepreneurial and x
tech evolution, i |nsp|r|ng future innovators

ogy Museum

Phase 11,2027
® Phase 1by 2027 | Phase 2 by 2028

il Collaboration J

Technology and Innovation
Museum Foundation)

. Holograms

14. Bengaluru innovation report 2025

WHY IN NEWS Based on the Bengaluru Innovation Report
2025 (2nd Edition), released at the Bengaluru Tech Summit
(BTS) 2025 in
cemented its position as India's premier technology and startup
capital, with a significant shift toward Artificial Intelligence (Al)
and deep-tech.

Address: 2nd Floor, 502, 22nd Main Rd, opposite TTMC

Bus Stop, Vijayanagar, Bengaluru,560040

_ Reinforces Bengaluru'’s status as India’s Innovation Hub, creating a g
rk for students, founders, and investors to explore the nation’s digital .
growth & startup ecosystem. EH

FECAL NS PENSERIP SRSRRRE RS S A

November/December 2025, the city has
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15. Digital nagarik programme

Karnataka Digital Nagrlk

WHY IN NEWS the Digital Nagrik
programme is a major initiative by the
Government of Karnataka, in collaboration
with Meta (formerly Facebook), aimed at
training 1 lakh teachers and 10 lakh students in
digital safety, cybersecurity, and
Augmented/Virtual Reality (AR/VR) skills by
2025.

Q1. With reference to the “Digital

Nagarik Programme” recently launched O
by the Government of Karnataka, 3 i R =
2

consider the following statements: online etiquette, digital rights, :
and data privacy among students (classes 6

1. It aims to provide training in digital A :
safety and cybersecurity awareness i ® Karnataka’s Dept.of Electronics, IT/BT& | ® DSERT is tralnlng

Science & Technology signed a Letter 100,000 teachers

| of Intent with Meta via the DISHA portal '
= =y Training began on K@ K

November 15, 2025

i Ao | © Covers 510 lakh students across govt.
E primary & high schools, focusmg on
districts like Bengaluru, ?
Mysuru, Belagavn, .
Dakshlna Kannada

o

to teachers and students.

2. The programme is being implemented
in collaboration with a private
technology company.

3. Itfocuses only on digital literacy for
adults above 30 years of age.

Which of the statements given above
is/are correct?

..Natlonal Digital Nagnk Forum
COnfedefauon of All india Traders (CAIT)

to replace IT Act 2000,
A.1only focusing ‘on protecting
B.1and 2 only the rights of “Digital
C.2and 3 only
D.1,2and3

Answer: B. 1 and 2 only
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S - Latest Events and News Analysis Series (December 2025)
by Namma Foresight Academy stands out as a comprehensive,
exam-focused monthly magazine meticulously designed for
serious aspirants of Civil Services, KAS, and other competitive
examinations.
The day-wise current affairs analysis, integrated with YouTube
classroom sessions, ensures conceptual clarity and continuity in
learning. The magazine’s strength lies in its balanced coverage of
national, international, scientific, cultural, environmental, and
governance-related issues, presented in a crisp and analytical
manner.

Themes such as World Soil Day, CRISPR-based GlowCas9 Protein,
TIDE 2.0 Scheme, Kavachi Volcano, Santhali language, Indo-
Russia Summit, Aravalli Hills conservation, Social Boycott Bill-
2025, Digital Nagarik Programme, Justice Mission 2025,
Thanjavur Painting, Rashtriya Prerna Sthal, and Solar Storms are
explained with prelims-ready facts and mains-oriented
perspectives.

The inclusion of high-quality MCQs, theme-based exercises
(EKUVERIN), and exam-focused presentation makes LENS not
just a magazine, but a complete revision and practice tool.
Overall, LENS - December 2025 is a reliable companion for
aspirants seeking clarity, relevance, and exam precision in

@ @) current affairs preparation.
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	Q1. Which immunoglobulin present in breast milk provides mucosal immunity to infants?
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	Q1. Consider the following statements about the Amara-Nayaka system:
	Q1. Which of the following acts would amount to social boycott under the Bill?
	Q1. Which of the following broad pillars are used in the State Export Index?
	Q1. Which of the following information is intended to be included in the Kutumba database?
	Q1. The Digital Heritage Portal of Karnataka mainly provides information related to:
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